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Africa in the context of
world history

I. HRBEK

If an extraterrestrial visitor had looked at the Old World at the beginning
of the seventh century of the Christian era and had then revisited it after
five centuries — by 1100 — he might well have come to the conclusion that
the world was on the way to becoming Muslim.

At the time of his first visit, the community around the Prophet
Muhammad, who preached the new religious system, Islam, in the small
town of Mecca, lost in the boundless wastes of the Arabian desert, did not
count even a hundred people fighting for survival against the growing hos-
tility of their compatriots. Five centuries later the adherents of this faith
were to be found on a territory stretching from the banks of the Ebro, the
Senegal and the Niger in the west, to the Syr-Darya and the Indus in the
east, and from the Volga deep in the heart of the Eurasian continent to the
East African coast.

In the central parts of this territory the Muslims formed the majority of
the population whereas in some fringe areas they were rulers or traders,
expanding further and further the Islamic frontiers. Although at this time
the Islamic world had already lost its former political unity, being divided
into many mutually independent states, and had even lost some of its terri-
tories (in northern Spain, in Sicily and just at the end of the period also a
small territory in Palestine and Lebanon), it still represented a fairly homo-
geneous culture and civilization whose creativity was far from being
exhausted. '

In the meantime Islam had ceased to be an exclusively Arab religion; the
new faith showed the capacity to win over and assimilate ethnic elements of
the most diverse origins, fusing them into a single cultural and religious
community, Islam, born in the sun-scorched peninsula of Arabia, was later
able to acclimatize itself in various regions of the world and among such di-
verse peoples as the Persian, Egyptian and Spanish peasants, the Berber,
Somali and Turkish nomads, the Afghan and Kurdish mountain-tribes,
the Indian pariahs, the Soninke traders and Kanemi rulers. Many of these
peoples became in their turn fiery champions of Islam taking the torch
from the Arabs and expanding the faith in new directions.

No wonder that such a magnificent achievement would have impressed


























































































The coming of Islam and
the expansion of the Muslim
empire

M.EL FASIand . HRBEK

In Chapter 1 an attempt was made to look at the main events in the Old
World in their relations to African history in the period between the first/
seventh and fifth/eleventh centuries. This survey indicated that one of the
most dynamic forces at work during this period was Islamic society in all
its manifestations in the spheres of religion, politics, economics and
culture.

The purpose of this chapter is to describe the coming of Islam, its polit-
ical expansion and doctrinal evolution, as the background needed for a
better understanding of historical and ideological issues that will be dealt
with or touched upon in this as well as in the remaining volumes of the
General History of Africa.

Preliminary remarks

From the Islamic point of view it is not correct to say that the Prophet
Muhammad is the founder of Islam or that he was preaching a new faith.
Islam is not the name of some unique faith presented for the first time by
Muhammad, as he was the last of the prophets each reiterating the faith of
his predecessor. This is based on the following Islamic doctrine: God
having, since He created men, sent prophets to guide them and to show
them the best path to follow on earth and prepare for their eternal bliss, de-
cided at last that mankind had reached such a degree of perfection that it
was fit to receive His last revelation and to understand and appreciate the
laws that should govern its behaviour in every field. His choice for the role
of this last prophet fell on an Arab from the town of Mecca called Muham-
mad ibn ‘Abd Allah, belonging to the tribe of Kuraysh.

Muhammad’s predecessors in the prophetic missions were — apart from
some lesser figures — Abraham, Moses and Jesus Christ, who all preached
belief in one unique God on the ground of scriptures that were sent and
revealed to them from Heaven. Those who believed in those prophets and
scriptures, Jews and Christians, are called a4/ al-Kitab (people of the Book)
and as possessors of a part of the revealed truth, have the right to special
consideration from Muslims. It was God’s purpose from the start to let all











































































Stages in the development
of Islam and its
dissemination in Africa

M. EL FASIandl. HRBEK

General introduction

Islam — together with Buddhism and Christianity — belongs in the category
of missionary religions, i.e. those in which the spreading of the truth and
the conversion of ‘unbelievers’ were considered a duty by the founder of
the religion and then by the whole community. Muslims employ for the
proselytizing activity the Arabic word da‘wa, whose literal meaning is ‘call,
appeal, invitation’, in this case to the truth of the Islamic faith.

The duty to invite non-Muslims to accept Islam is contained in many
Qoranic Siras such as: ‘Call unto the way of thy Lord with wisdom and
fair exhortation; and reason with them in the kindest manner’ (16:126) or
‘Say to those who have received the Scripture and those who are ignorant:
do you accept Islam? Then, if they accept Islam, they are rightly guided,
but if they turn away, then thy duty is only to convey the message’ (3:19).
Similar exhortations.are found in many other Siiras.

During Muhammad’s life Islam became the religion of the Arabs; it fell
to his immediate successors, the first caliphs, to carry the new religion
beyond the borders of the Arabian peninsula. There the Muslims encoun-
tered a different situation; whereas the majority of the Arabs had been ad-
herents of traditional religion before their conversion (Arabic mushrikin,
polytheists) the surrounding countries were inhabited by Christians, Jews
and Zoroastrians, who were, according to the Islamic view ah/ al-Kitab,
people of the Book, that is those who made use of revealed Scriptures and
were thus adherents of a revealed, even if imperfect, monotheistic religious
system. The attitude to these peoples did not entail any obligation on the
part of the Muslims either to convert or to exterminate them, since ideo-
logically Islam discourages compulsory conversion. The appeal it hopes to
exercise consists in the existence and the availability of the ultimate truth
made visible through the life of the Muslim community in which it is em-
bodied. There was surely during the great Arab conquest no attempt to
convert the a#! al-Kitab by force.

Although generations of scholars have already clearly demonstrated that
the image of the Muslim Arab warrior with sword in one hand and the












































































































Islam as a social system in
Africa since the seventh
century

Z.DRAMANI-ISSIFOU

Islam as a religion, and thus as a constituent part of spiritual and social cul-
ture, is one of the fundamental aspects of modern African civilizations, to
such an extent that many inhabitants of the continent often regard Islam
and Africa as being a single entity. Indeed, Africa and the religion of Islam
are old acquaintances. Even before the Aidjra certain companions and con-
verts, on the orders of the Prophet, had found refuge in Ethiopia at the
court of the ruler of Axum. This little community of refugees, which in-
cluded relatives of Muhammad and some of the first Meccan converts to
Islam, was very generously received by the sovereign. Hardly eight years
after the death of the Prophet, Islam was gaining a firm foothold in Egypt;
the conquest of the north of the African continent was to be completed
during the following century.

Islam was carried by a people — the Arabs — who had in pre-Islamic
times been the repository of varied forms of cultural life which arose in the
desert and in the towns and which the Byzantines, the Persians, the Chris-
tians and the Jews had endeavoured to influence. The message of Islam
was expressed in a language in which God had ‘sent down His word’; quite
apart from questions of linguistic pride,® it was invested with the certainty
of having brought about a unified Arab culture. Islam could therefore be
the bearer of a cultural hegemony which was a source of conflicts with
other cultures rooted in other types of societies. The pre-Islamic cultures
and societies dominated by Islam in the Near East were worthy of note, in
particular, by reason of their written heritage. There is no need to dwell on
the subject here. The case of African cultures and societies is more difficult
to deal with. As in many other cases, the oral transmission of their know-
ledge, the implicit nature of their rich and ancient cultural life, means that
factual evidence concerning them is often derived from external sources; in
this instance, the evidence comes from Arab historiography which is

1. In order to form an adequate idea of the.consequences of this sublimation of the
Arabic language it is necessary to remember the immense effort made in the third/ninth
century to translate into Arabic everything in pre-Islamic cultures that was of any signific-
ance. This is not without points of similarity with what had been accomplished by Latin-
speaking Christians three or four centuries earlier.

















































































The peoples of the Sudan:
population movements

F.DE MEDEIROS

The problem and the sources

At the present stage of African historiography, study of the movements
that culminated in the establishment of the peoples of the Sudanic zone of
West Africa is an indispensable but extremely complex task.

The context in which the question arises is clouded by debates that give
prominence to presuppositions concerning the cultural supremacy of cer-
tain groups from the north and east. This is a problem of major concern
which must be constantly borne in mind in the course of our examination
in so far as it has a bearing on the methods and the main lines of emphasis
of African history; it calls for strenuous critical thinking and a commensur-
ate effort of empathy.

In most books and monographs on African history, population move-
ments occupy a prominent place; they are usually introduced before any
other topic is developed, with the widespread notion of ‘migrations’. The
vast area occupied by the Sudan was conducive to movement, contacts and
exchanges; in the absence of solid geographic and chronological points of
reference, there is a strong temptation to invoke outside influences. Simi-
larly, use is often made of oral tradition which goes back to the beginnings
of the peoples of the Sudan in an attempt to establish a connection between
their cultures and the culture of prestigious ancestors. Finally, the very
theme of ‘migrations’ lends itself to new interpretations that utilize, among
other procedures, comparative investigations, seeking to rediscover in the
facts and realities of African history patterns and structures orlgmatmg in
more ancient cultures that are taken as models.

The Hamitic hypothesis, which served to explain the evolution of Afri-
can cultures in ancient times, has been widely used as a palpable interpre-
tative framework." According to this theory, the ‘Hamites’ were an African
people distinct from the other blacks of sub-Saharan Africa from the
standpoint of race (Caucasian) and linguistic family. The northern branch

1. R. Cornevin, 1960, pp. 70-1 tries to account for the two terms ‘Chamite’ and
‘Hamite’, but he endorses the former; cf. C. G. Seligman, 1930, 1935.































































The Bantu-speaking peoples
and their expansion

S.LWANGA-LUNYIIGO and
J.VANSINA

Almost all the peoples occupying the southern third of the African conti-
nent, from the Cameroon-Nigeria sea coast in the west to the Somalia—
Kenya coastline in the east and southwards as far as Port Elizabeth, speak a
closely related group of languages known as the Bantu languages.

The Bantu family of languages

The Bantu family consists of over four hundred languages all deriving
from the same ancestral language known as ‘proto-Bantu’. This is a fact
that has been established beyond doubt on the basis of lexical, phonetic,
morphological (grammatical) and syntactic resemblances which cannot be
accounted for by mere chance or by borrowings. A commeon parentage
must be assumed. Take, for instance, the word meaning ‘people’ in the
following languages:

Duala: bato Bushong: baat
Fang: bot Luba: bantu
Tio: baaru Rwanda: gbantu
Kongo: bantu Shona: vanhu
Mongo: banto Herero: abandu

All these words follow the same pattern. It can be seen that they all de-
rive from the form made up of the root *-ntu and the prefix *ba-, denoting
the plural. In addition, the differences between languages are regular, as
may be gathered from other comparisons. For instance, a -z- in the second
position of the root invariably becomes -r- in Tio. This rules out the pos-
sibility of fortuitous similarities and borrowings. A proto-Bantu glossary
has been drawn up for over five hundred roots,! all following regular
phonetic patterns.

But vocabulary is only one aspect of language. Analogies, even in points
of detail, are also to be found in the morphological (grammatical) system of
the Bantu languages. In the above example, the prefix governs the gram-

1. M. Guthrie, 1967-71, collected the available data. Compare A. E. Meeussen, 1969.





































































Egypt from the Arab
conquest until the end of the
Fatimid state (1171)

T. BIANQUIS

Introduction

The Arabs had already conquered vast territories in Syria and Mesopo-
tamia when they entered Egypt, attracted by the legendary opulence of its
countryside, and its large industrious population. Through this territory,
Islam, organized and triumphant, came in touch with Africa. Right up to
the present, Egypt has retained this vital role of mediator between the Arab
East and the black world.

Since the fall of the Ptolemies, a dynasty alien by origin and by language,
Egypt had had no centre of authority on its own soil. A colony for exploita-
tion by the Romans, then by the Byzantines, it produced a considerable
proportion of the cereals fed to the populace in the imperial capitals. Its
prosperity was vital to the security of the princes.

During the first two centuries of Islam there were few changes. How-
ever, the central authority, in Medina, in Damascus, finally in Iraq, varied
its instructions according to whether its chief object was to convert the
Copts to Islam or, on the contrary, to obtain a high yield from the gold and
grain taxes demanded of them.

From the third/ninth century onwards, an inclination to resist the de-
mands of the Caliphate was diplayed by those who were invested with
authority in Egypt. Thus began a new history, that of the slow rise to
autonomous, then independent, finally imperial authority. This transfer of
political power from Baghdad, first to Fustat, then to Cairo, followed a
shift in the trade routes of the Gulf and Mesopotamia towards the eastern
Mediterranean, the Nile Valley and the Red Sea. Nubia and the innermost
recesses of Africa, unknown until then, came to play an active part, thanks
to Egypt, in the economic exchanges of the Mediterranean world.

Egypt in subjection

The conquest

Byzantine Egypt was subjected to the authority of an Augustal duke
resident in Alexandria. The country was divided into five duchies, each





























































































Christian Nubia at the
height of its civilization

S.JAKOBIELSKI

Early relations with Muslim Egypt

The emergence of a powerful Christian kingdom to the south of the First
Cataract on the Nile! created favourable development prospects for the
Nubian population. Two factors made it possible for the kingdom to attain
economic prosperity. The first was the uniting of the northern kingdom of
Nobadia (Arabic, Nuba), having its capital at Faras, with the central king-
dom of Makuria (Arabic, Mukurra), with its capital at Old Dongola
(Arabic, Dunkula al-*Adjuz), and in conjunction with this, the creation of a
strong central government. The second factor was the propitious settle-
ment of relations with neighbouring Egypt by the signing of a treaty known
as the bak: following the Arab invasion of Dongola led by ‘Abdallah ibn
Ab1 Sarh in 651. Both of these facts in the history of Nubia are known
mainly from reports by Arab historians and travellers, and have hitherto
been only partly verified by archaeological investigations. So let us deal
with these factors in detail.?

It appears that at the time of the Arab invasion, northern and central
Nubia were united under King Qalidurut of Dongola. Thus ‘Abdallah ibn
Abi Sarh signed only one treaty — that in Dongola — paying no attention to
Nobadia with whom the settlement of a correct relationship might seem to
have been more important, since that country directly adjoined Egypt. The
bakt was a special form of treaty, having no precedence in the Muslim
world. It was really a truce or pact of non-aggression. The complete text of
this agreement has been preserved in the Khitat of al-Makriz1.* The text

1. For the earlier periods of Christian Nubia’s history see Unesco, General History of
Africa, Vol. 11, ch. 12,

2. For main elaborations on the period discussed see J. W. Crowfoot, 1927; U. Monneret
de Villard, 1938; P. L. Shinnie, 1954; 1971; 1978a; B. G. Trigger, 1965; O. Meinardus,
1967; I. Hofmann, 1967; Y. F. Hasan, 1973; G. Vantini, 1975; 1981a; W. Y. Adams, 1977,
Pp. 433-507; A. Osman, 1982a.

3. Cf. P. Forand, 1971, pp. 114-15; Y. F. Hasan, 1973, pp. 22—4; G. Vantini, 1975, pp.
640-2.


























































































The conquest of North
Africa and Berber resistance

H. MONES

In Volume II of the General History of Africa the reader may obtain an
initial glimpse of the Berbers, their origins, their ethnic structure and some
of their characteristics.! However, as this is the first chapter to deal with
the Maghrib (Islamic North Africa exclusive of Egypt), it may be useful at
this point to acquaint the reader with the Berbers as the Arabs found them
at the time of the Arab conquest of the Maghrib, from 21/642 onward.

Some modern writers regard the term Maghrib as an anachronism since
it now applies to only one part of the land in question. Some six hundred
years ago Ibn Khaldan (732/1332—-808/1406) was of the same opinion;
according to him, the term a/-Maghrib was not so much a proper name as a
geographical definition. He added, however, that by his time it has become
the proper name for the particular territory concerned.?

E. F. Gautier began his work Le passé de I’ Afrigue du Nord—les siécles
obscurs with a chapter strikingly entitled ‘A country without a name’.?
Presumably this is meant humorously, since al-Maghrib (‘the west’ of the
land of Islam) was in fact, both historically and geographically, a clear and
precise name for a clearly defined part of the world: that part of northern
Africa (exclusive of Egypt) lying to the north of the great African desert,
the Sahara.

Until recently North Africa (or the Maghrib) was considered, except for
a few pockets of arable soil, to be an infertile land of rock and sand where,
as in Arabia, the very poverty of the land made its inhabitants a proud,
free, hardy people. In fact the Maghrib is far from poor. The coastal belt
possesses ample resources of water and vegetation. The northern slopes of
the Atlas Mountains afford excellent wooded pastureland and produce fine
olive trees. In the north the coast and the mountain-sides enjoy all the
mildness of a Mediterranean climate, referred to by Ibn Khalduin as mizad)
al~tulil. The High Atlas plateau is covered with woodland and forest, and
along the Atlantic coast lies 2 wide band of fertile soil.

" 1. Cf. Unesco, General History of Africa, Vol. I, chs 17, 18 and 19.
2. Ibn Khaldun, 19569, Vol. 4, p. 193.
3. E. F. Gautier, 1937, p. 7-


































































The independence of the
Maghrib

M. TALBI

The revolt and independence of the Maghrib

The Maghrib under the Umayyads

After the battle of Poitiers (114/732), the centripetal force that had irresist-
ibly drawn a growing number of provinces, both to the East and to the
West, into the orbit of Damascus, was spent. Eight years later, in 122/740,
the contrary process began; the centrifugal reaction which was to lead to
the foundation of several independent states. Between 78/697 and 122740
there had been eight successive governors at Kayrawan, the regional capital
from which all the western Muslim territories were administered, from
Lebda, east of Tripoli, to Narbonne, beyond the Pyrenees. Direct govern-
ment by Damascus of this vast area through Kayrawan lasted for only a
little more than forty years. A period of time such as this may seem of little
consequence when compared to the duration of Roman, Vandal and
Byzantine domination. The results, however, were considerably more sig-
nificant and more durable. Why is this so? Most probably because the
native population, while rejecting foreign domination, gave its genuine
support to the values that had been introduced by Islam. As we shall see,
their commitment to these values was all the more profound because they
contributed in a decisive way to setting in motion and stimulating the
forces behind the struggle for freedom.

Rising anger

To understand the difficult beginnings of the new Maghrib, with its in-
dependence arising out of conquest, a clear distinction must be made
between the presence of the Qoran and its historical interpretation. Inter-
pretation almost always leads to misinterpretation. The result, in the event,
was that the ideal of fraternity, which was supposed to govern relations
between Muslims without any distinction as to race, colour or place, was
very poorly applied in practice. There was admlttedly, no racism based on
doctrine or principle, and no actual segregation, either. Be that as it may,
the Arabs were often inclined to consider the Berbers as little more than


























































































The role of the Sahara and
Saharians in relationships
between north and south

T. LEWICKI

In this chapter we shall be discussing the history of the Sahara and the role
played by that desert in the relations between North Africa and the Sudan
between the second/eighth and sixth/twelfth centuries. The sole sources of
information on which we can draw to retrace the past of the Sahara during
that period, apart from archaeology and tradition, are written sources of
Arab origin. The information they provide about the Sahara dates only
from the second/eighth century and was initially very sparse. It was not
until the fourth/tenth century that it became more plentiful, coming to a
peak in the fifth/eleventh and sixth/twelfth centuries in the two great geo-
graphical works of al-Bakri and al-Idrist, which abound in details concern-
ing the Sahara and the Sudan.!

Ecology and population

Owing to the fact that the transition from non-desert to desert areas is
generally a gradual process, the boundaries of the Sahara are fairly vague.
If, however, various geographical factors are taken into account, and es-
pecially the climate, the boundaries of the Sahara can be defined as follows:
in the east the natural boundary of the Sahara (including the Libyan
Desert) is the Nile, and in the west the Atlantic Ocean. In the north the
Sahara extends as far as the Libyan Plateau, the Syrte Desert, Djabal
Nafusa, Shott Djarid, Shott Meghir, the Saharan Atlas and Wadi Dar‘a,
thus taking in the trade centres in the north of the Sahara, such as Fezzan,
Ghadames, Wadi Righ, Wargla and Sidjilmasa, which grew rich through
trading with the Lands of the Black (Bilad al-Sudan). As for the southern
boundary of the Sahara, it passes roughly through the mouth of the Sene-
gal River, the top of the loop of the Niger River and through the Chad
basin (taking in Ennedi), joining up again with the Nile at around 16°N
latitude. The dryness of the air and the lack of water, which .are basic

1. For this reason, we have slightly overstepped the chronological limits laid down for
this volume. )


















































































































The emergence of the
Fatimids

I. HRBEK

The establishment of the Fatimid dynasty: the role of the
Kutama

At the end of the third/ninth century a large part of the Muslim West (the
Maghrib and Spain) was already outside the effective control of the
Abbasid Caliphate of Baghdad: the Umayyads were established firmly in
al-Andalus, the Idrisid dynasty held sway over some cities and Berber
groups in the Muslim Far West (al-Maghrib al-Aksa), and on the fringes
between the sown and the desert several Kharidjite states stretching from
Djabal Nafusa to Sidjilmasa led their independent lives. Only the Aghla-
bids in Ifrikiya still paid allegiance to Baghdad but after one hundred years
of virtual independence their links with the Abbasids were merely formal.’
“In religious terms — and it should not be forgotten that in Islam the
political and religious spheres are closely interwoven — the Maghrib was
divided between the orthodoxy of Sunna with Kayrawan as one of the
strongholds of the Malikite legal school, and the heterodoxy of various
Kharidjite sects (Ibadites, Sufrites, Nakkarites, etc.). Although the Idrisids
belonged to ‘Alr’s family and their establishment was preceded by Shi'ite
propaganda, it seems that the doctrinal tenets of the Shi‘a, as elaborated in
the East, were not much propagated and even less followed in their realm..
All this was changed with the coming to North Africa of a vigorous and
extremely active form of the Shi'a, the Isma‘iliyya, at the end of the third/
ninth century. An essential part of Shi‘ite creed is the dogma that the
leadership (imamat) of the Muslim community belongs rightly to the des-
cendants of Muhammad through his daughter Fatima and her husband
‘Ali, the fourth caliph. Unlike the Sunnite caliph the Shi‘ite imam had
inherited from Muhammad not only his temporal sovereignty but also the
prerogative of interpreting the Islamic law (skari"a), the imams being infall-
ible and impeccable. ‘Al the first imam, was succeeded by his son al-
Hasan and then by his other son al-Husayn in whose line the smamat then
continued. Another part of the smamat doctrine is the belief that the last of

1. Cf. Chapter fo above.


































































The Almoravids

I. HRBEK and J. DEVISSE

At much the same time as the Banu Hilal and the Banu Sulaym began to
penetrate North Africa from the east! there started at the opposite end of
the Maghrib a movement of the desert Berbers who in a short time were to
invade the western and central part of the region. Both these simultaneous
movements, the Almoravids from the west and the Hildli from the east,
were expressions of nomadic dynamism and both led to a temporary con-
trol by the nomads over sedentary societies and established state organiza-
tions. It seems that it was precisely the case of the Almoravids and the
Hilali that inspired the great Maghribi historian Ibn Khaldun with the idea
of the military preponderance of nomads over sedentaries, which forms one
of the cornerstones of his socio-historical theory.

The political, economic and religious background of the
Almoravid movement

The generally accepted account of the beginnings of the Almoravid move-
ment relates how Yahya ibn Ibrahim, one of the leaders of the Djuddala
Berbers from the Western Sahara, who was on his way back from the pil-
grimage to Mecca, asked Abu ‘Imran al-Fas1 (d. 430/1039), a famous
Malikite jurist of Kayrawan,? to send somebody with him to instruct his
people in the genuine Islamic religion as they were rather ignorant of it.
Since Abu ‘Imran could not find anybody in Kayrawan willing to go and
live among the savage Sanhadja in the desert, he advised Yahya to visit one
of his former students, Waggag ibn Zallu al-Lamti in Malkis near Sidjil-
masa, and obtain help from him. Waggag then recommended as the most

1. Cf. Chapter 12 above.

2. On Abi ‘Imran, see H. R. Idris, 1955, p. 54; the visit of Yahya ibn Ibrahim must
therefore be dated before Abi ‘Imran’s death. The dates 444/1052—3 given by Ibn ‘Idhari,
1948-51, Vol. 3, p. 242, or 440/1048—9 in Al-Hulal al-Mawshiyya, 1936, p. 9; J. M. Cuoqg,
1975, P. 365; N. Levtzion and J. F. P. Hopkins (eds), 1981, p. 311, are thus erroneous.





























































































Trade and trade routes in
West Africa

J. DEVISSE

Over the past twenty years research has considerably changed the informa-
tion base available for the study of this subject. There have been many
archaeological discoveries, especially south of the Sahara, and numismatics
has taken a great leap forward as a result of laboratory research on the Is-
lamic coinages, particularly for our period. Progress has also come from a
critical re-reading of the written sources and the application of the methods
of economic history to these remote periods. Nearly all recent work has cast
great doubt on findings that were taken for granted two decades ago; and
has also radically changed the spirit of research itself and opened up new
and far-reaching avenues of enquxry

From the outset two precautions must be taken. The first is one of
method: the mere reporting of archaeological discoveries is not sufficient to
link up the various sets of indications that are revealed. Micro-analysis and
small-scale certainty must henceforth give way to the requirements of
economic history, with its statistical or at any rate serial methods, its
anxiety for an overall view and its keenness to work on a broad canvas.

The second preliminary precaution, failing which much of the reasoning
to follow would remain obscure, is an elementary one of vocabulary. It is
generally accepted that a local trade economy based on the barter of con-
sumer goods or locally made products existed very early on, and certainly
for our period, both in Africa and elsewhere. It does not directly affect the
subject of this chapter. A long-distance trade economy involving mer-
chants rested on the existence of a demand for certain rare and costly prod-
ucts (such as salt, kola, gold, wheat, fabrics and copper) which had to come
from ‘elsewhere’. These and many other commodities formed the basis of a
trade that only became trans-Saharan when demand in the north irreplace-
ably complemented that in the south. This should never be forgotten. New
needs for new products could be created among distant trading partners on
the basis of existing routes; dangerous very long-distance trade could only
be established if it reflected imperious needs.

Above all, however, our study of the development of the trans-Saharan
gold trade will be meaningless unless we remember two key ideas, the de-















































































































































































































The Chad region as a
crossroads

D.LANGE
tn collaboration with

B. W. BARKINDO

The Lake Chad region, which is a savanna zone, has been inhabited by
pastoral and agricultural peoples since before the beginning of the Chris-
tian era. To the north, where the savanna gradually merges into desert,
nomad peoples predominate, though there are also oases with settled com-
munities. To the south, especially along the banks of the rivers that flow
into Lake Chad, mainly sedentary cultures are found. The desiccation of
the Sahara and the shrinkage of Lake Chad drew peoples from various
directions towards the diminishing lake. The coming together of peoples
from various no longer viable areas and their attempts to adjust to the
changing environment and circumstances form the background of the his-
tory of the area.

For a clearer insight into the significance of the historical facts, a precise
account of the climatic changes which occurred during the period under
review would have been desirable. In fact very little is known about the
climate of the Sahel during the first millennium of the Christian era. How-
ever, there are several indications that climatic conditions during that
period were, on the whole, better than those now prevailing. Particularly
noteworthy is the fact that, between the third century and the beginning of
the thirteenth century of the Christian era, the waters of Lake Chad flowed
almost continuously into the Bahr al—Ghazal which presupposes that the
lake level exceeded 286 m.! Moreover, J. Maley considers, in the light of
various data, that a wet period occurred in the middle of the first millen-
nium, and that the Sahelian region underwent an arid phase in the eleventh
century.? The area of contact between sedentary and nomadic peoples
must therefore have extended further to the north than at present.

Moreover, it cannot be taken for granted that the Lake Chad region was
always a crossroads for trade and fruitful interactions. Currently available
dates for the spread of iron-working techniques suggest that some popula-
tions in the region long remained cut off from the major innovatory trends.
The main divide in this regard would seem to be between west and east

1. J. Maley, 1981, pp. 65, 101. Lake Chad’s present level is situated at 282 m.
2. ibid., pp. 65, 278.











































































The Guinea zone: general

situation
written in 1977

THURSTAN SHAW

Introduction

I once characterized the thousand years before + 1000 in West Africa as
‘the silent millennium’.’ I pointed out how serious for our knowledge of
history this silence is, since it must have contained the formative periods
essential for the subsequent emergence of those kingdoms and religious
centres whose existence we can perceive at the end of the millennium or at
the beginning of the next. The time depths of this silent millennium are for
the most part too great to be reached by oral traditions;? from archaeologi-
cal evidence more is known about the last few millennia before the Chris-
tian era than about the first millennium of the Christian era. This is partly
an accident or due to the nature of the sites that have been archaeologically
investigated, but in part it may truly represent a change in the way people
lived and which has happened hitherto to have brought their remains less
prominently to the notice of archaeologists (see below p. 466). In the suc-
ceeding centuries, on the other hand, not only do we begin to get historical
records but the association of works of art with centralized social and polit-
ical institutions, which has attracted the attention of both archaeologists
and art historians. However, we must try to put together as much of the
picture as we can; sometimes this may involve merely recording data we
have without being able to interpret it clearly or synthesize it into any more
general scheme of things.

The expansion of agriculture

Early developments

The change in the way of life of fundamental importance for our period is
from one whose subsistence base was in hunting, gathering and fishing to
one in which it depended upon agriculture and stock-raising — or at least
depended most upon these activities — because even with fully fledged

1. Cf. Unesco, General History of Africa, Vol. I, ch. 24.
2. D. P. Henige, 1974.

















































































The Guinean belt: the
peoples between Mount
Cameroon and the Ivory
Coast

B. W. ANDAH in collaboration with
J.ANQUANDAH

Viewed from the narrow historiographical standpoint, the seventh to ele-
venth centuries of the Christian era constitute a silent period in the history
of the coast and inland regions of Lower Guinea. For one thing the docu-
mentary sources, European or Arab, have little or nothing to offer. They
begin to touch on this area only from the thirteenth/fourteenth and six-
teenth centuries respectively. Oral tradition on the other hand, more reli-
able for more recent centuries, become suspect with greater time depth.

Used in conjunction with information from art, archaeological and
related anthropological (especially linguistic) sources, it can shed new light
on this early period of Lower Guinea history. The art of some Lower
Guinea peoples has valuably depicted how people looked and dressed,
what their weapons and buildings looked like at different periods, as well as
providing us with an independent time scale for the history of such
peoples.

In what follows, the above-mentioned sources are examined closely for
what they have to tell about the types of terrains that existed in the Lower
Guinea region between the seventh and eleventh centuries; who their in-
habitants were at the time as distinct linguistic and societal groups; and the
manner of their life styles. The forms of relationships that existed between
them and outside groups, as well as who these outsiders were, are also
investigated.

The ecological setting

The Lower Guinea Coast refers normally to the stretch from Cape Palmas
— the border between northern Liberia and Ivory Coast — to Cameroon,
and is divided into two natural zones. The western half extending from
Cape Palmas to the Benin River is smooth and almost featureless, whereas
a zone of submergence stretches from the Benin River to Mount Cameroon
(640 km). The featureless stretch is characterized by wide and almost flat
coastal plains as well as river outlets often deflected by long-shore drift
which moves from south-east to north-west. Between Cape Three Points






























































































































The peoples of Upper
Guinea (between the Ivory
Coast and the Casamance)

B. W. ANDAH

Although the view is prevalent among many scholars that there has been an
intimate and fundamental connection between Upper Guinea and the
Western Sudan at various times in the prehistoric and historic past, no one
has clearly identified the nature and course of these relationships through
time and for different parts of the Guinea coast. Consequently, as with
other similar historical phenomena in African history, this subject of re-
lationship has given rise to hypotheses which often differ either with the
type of data relied on, and/or with the manner in which the researcher in-
terprets such data.

It is held by some, for instance, that the peopling of the Upper Guinea
coast resulted from the continuous dislocation of population from the
interior to the coast. Even within this school of thought opinion differs as
to when this drift commenced. McCall, for instance, dates this process
back to — 5000 when the Sahara began experiencing increasing desicca-
tion, and when in his view the ancestors of the Mande drifted down into
the Sahel to introduce agricultural knowledge.! A. A. M. Corréa considers
that Western Sudanese states exerted the crucial pressure, and places the
beginning of the population drift towards the coast in the third century of
the Christian era.? At the other end of the spectrum W. Rodney regards
the process as having been largely precipitated by political events in the
Sudanese states,® which do not even date to as far back as the tenth
century.

These views, which regard the vast majority of the peoples of Upper
Guinea coast as ‘refoulés’ driven from their original positions inland are no
doubt very popular. Yet it is still to be clearly demonstrated how the
peoples inhabiting these two vast regions were related physically, linguis-
tically and culturally at various significant points in historic time and who
exerted the crucial influence on whom, when and for what reasons.

In this appraisal of the cultural history of the Upper Guinea coast for the
period roughly between the seventh and eleventh centuries relevant in-

1. D.F. McCall, 1971.
2. A. A. M. Corréa, 1943.
3. W. Rodney, 1967.




















































































The Horn of Africa

T.T. MEKOURIA

A map of seventh-century Ethiopia would not have a definite outline. On it
would be marked the small number of towns and regions mentioned by
Cosmas Indicopleustes in his Christian Topography, written in about the
middle of the sixth century. This gives first-hand information about
regions bordering on the Nile, the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean. It tells
us, for example, that ‘from Axum . .. to the lands of incense called Berbera
which, lying on the ocean coast, are to be found not close to but far from
Sasou, the furthest region of Ethiopia, it is a journey of some forty days’.!

Cosmas also wrote about merchants in their hundreds who travelled all
over these regions, trading cattle, salt and iron and also, no doubt, the
products of Byzantine craftsmanship, in exhange for ‘gold nuggets’. There
was also trade in spices, incense and cassia. The Axumite king exercised
control over a large part of this trade ‘through the agency of the governor of
Agaw’, states the writer from Alexandria, who was himself a merchant.
The two big cities of the time were Axum and its port Adulis. We have no
reason to think that the general situation was fundamentally different in the
seventh century. Having reached its zenith in the preceding century, the
kingdom of Axum had no doubt lost none of its power, although there is no
direct information on this period. To be sure, the dangers facing it were to
increase, and the decline was soon to set in. Still, at the beginning of the
eighth century, a caliph of the Umayyad dynasty had the four kings of the
world drawn on the walls of his palace in Kusayr ‘Amra, in Jordan. These
were the sovereigns of Visigothic Spain, Byzantium, Persia and Axum.
This testifies to their importance, even if the caliph in question claimed to
have conquered them.?

The decline of the kingdom of Axum
The first historical reference to the kingdom of Axum was made at the be-
ginning of the second century of the Christian era, or perhaps at the end of

1. Cosmas Indicopleustes, 1968, pp. 361-2.
2. U. Monneret de Villard, 1948, pp. 175-80; P. K. Hitti, 1956, p. 271.



















































Ethiopia’s relations with the
Muslim world

E. CERULLI

The relations which since earliest times have linked the populations of the
two shores of the Red Sea, Arabs and Ethiopians, began to change with the
rise of Islam, as from then on they were expressed as relations between
Christians and Muslims.

The traditions collected in the biographies of the Prophet Muhammad
record various episodes involving early contacts of nascent Islam with
Ethiopia: ‘

(1) The letter of Muhammad to the negus (Arabic nadjashi) inviting
him to join the new religion, starting with the Qoranic passage
(4:169) which invites ‘the People of the Book’ (a4l al-Kitab) to
reconsider the person of Jesus in the light of Islamic teachings.!

(2) The mission to Ethiopia of ‘Amr ibn al-‘As, the future Muslim
conqueror of Egypt, who was sent, when still a ‘pagan’, by the
Meccan oligarchy to the negus to oppose the progress of Islam,
but instead was converted to the Islamic religion.

(3) The emigration to Ethiopia of Dja‘far ibn Abi Talib, cousin of
Muhammad and brother of the ﬂxlture Caliph “Ali ibn Abi Tilib,
who went to the court of the negus with other Muslims in order to
escape the hostilities of the Kurayshites. According to some tradi-
tions he succeeded in converting the negus; the latter, in his turn,
to avoid the hostility of his Christian subjects, resorted to the
stratagem of concealing in his breast the text of the passage of the
Qoran mentioned above and thus pretended to swear in a way
conformable to the Christian faith.

This action of Dja‘far perhaps later inspired the claims of vari-
ous princes and léaders of Ethiopia and Somalia to be descended
from members of Abi Talib’s family, as we shall see later on.

(4) Another group of traditions of early Islam concerns Bilal, the
faithful slave of Ethiopian origin. Bilal became a freed slave of
Abu Bakr (the future first Caliph), and was, according to the
legend, the second male convert to Islam, the first being Abu

1. V. Vacea, 1923-5.

































The East African coast and
the Comoro Islands

F.T. MASAOand H. W. MUTORO

This chapter attempts to re-evaluate the history of the east African coast
and the Comoro Islands, hereafter conveniently referred to as the East
African coast and its environs, between the seventh and eleventh centuries
of the Christian era. It aims to correct the false picture that has been
painted by historians andfor archaeologists of the colonial school of
thought, who relied on external sources, incomplete data or mere rumours
to present a synthesis which in most cases has been a history of foreign
traders and colonizers who are credited with the civilization of the coast.
The role of outsiders in the early history of the East African coast cannot
be denied but it is one thing to be part of a process of change and com-
pletely another to claim responsibility for the process. Recent research
findings based on new scientific methods and techniques in archaeology,
history, ethnography, etc., which continue to come to light! have not only
broadened our data base but are also slowly but surely making it very clear
that the history of the East African coast and its environs is the history of
autochthonous African populations and their interaction with the environ-
ment.

The geographical background

The East African coast and its environs in this context refers to that stretch
of land lying approximately between longitude 38°E and 50°E and latitude
11°N and 25°S , and stretching between the coasts of Somalia in the north
and Mozambique in the south. It is an area which is under the influence of
the monsoon winds system, a factor which in one way or another has in-
fluenced the historical development of the coast communities. Most of the
area, except northern Kenya and Somalia, has good rainfall and fertile soils
which can support agricultural activities. This region can conveniently be
divided into three major eco-geographical zones: the Islands (e.g. Lamu,

1. The authors have in mind, for example, the works of J. de V. Allen, 1982; M. Horton,
1981; H. W. Mutoro, 1979, 1982b.


























































































The East African interior

C.EHRET

The seventh to the eleventh centuries of the Christian era appear on the
whole to have been a period of consolidation of previous trends in the East
African interior. The notable ethnic and economic transformations of the
earliest Iron Age lay several centuries in the past, at the turn of the eras and
during the two or three centuries thereafter when Bantu communities
spread into widely scattered areas and iron technology began widely to be
practised. The next era of equivalent transformation would not be for cen-
turies still to come. that is not at all to say that the period of the seventh to
eleventh centuries was without interest. New ethnic expansions took place,
changing the linguistic map and creating new challenges to be dealt with by
established communities. and sometimes the accumulation of small
changes grew into something new and significantly different from just the
sum of its parts,

Population movements

The two most widely encountered groupings of peoples at the begmmng of
the seventh century were the southern Cushites and the Bantu. Nilotic and
Khoisan-speaking peoples were significant, though less numerous actors in
the events of the mid-first millennium.

The Cushites

The first Southern Cushites had settled in northern Kenya during the
third millennium before the Christian era, and some of their linguistic
descendants had spread still farther south, as far as central northern Tan-
zania by the late second millennium. Peoples speaking the early Southern
Cushitic languages can be identified as the makers of the various archaeo-
logical cultures which belong to the Savanna Pastoral Neolithic tradition of
East Africa.! As the archaeological name suggests, from the beginning of

1. S. H. Ambrose, 1982.

















































































Central Africa to the north

Z 3 of the Zambezi

D. W.PHILLIPSON

The start of the Iron Age

By the beginning of the period with which this chapter is primarily con-
cerned, almost all the region under consideration was occupied by Early
Iron Age peoples, many of whom may have been speakers of Bantu
languages. In many areas, remnants of technologically distinct earlier
populations continued to live alongside the Early Iron Age folk, from
whom they may also have been differentiated linguistically.” The earlier
phases of the Iron Age in this region have been described in an earlier
volume of this History.? Here, it may be recalled that archaeologists now
have reasonable confidence in grouping the Early Iron Age industries
south of the equatorial forest into a single Industrial Complex. Archae-
ologists differ in their classification of the Early Iron Age industries: here it
will be convenient to summarize the hierarchy of terms preferred by the
present writer. The cultural entity as a whole is referred to as the Early
Iron Age Industrial Complex; it is subdivided into an eastern stream and a
western stream. On the basis of the typology of the various pottery wares,
several geographically restricted groups are recognized within each stream
(see Fig. 23.1). Each group is named, following the accepted practice of
Africanist archaeologists, after the site at which its associated pottery was
first recognized and described. The Early Iron Age within the territory of
individual groups may, in certain cases, be further subdivided — this time
chronologically — into sequential phases. It is necessary to reiterate that
two streams may provisionally be recognized in the archaeological record
of this complex, and that a certain correspondence may be observed
between the expansion processes and the relative chronology of these
streams on the one hand, and the linguistically reconstructed course of the
spread of the Bantu languages on the other.? Both streams appear to be de-
rived, at least in part, from the Urewe settlements of the interlacustrine

1. For a consideration of the pracesses of interaction between the two groups see S. F.
Miller, 196g; also D. W. Phillipson, 1977a, ch. 10.

2. Cf. Unesco, General History of Africa, Vol. 11, chs 21, 23, 25, 27 and 29.

3. D. W. Phillipson, 1976b, 1977a, ch. 8.































































Southern Africa to the south
of the Zambezi

T.N. HUFFMAN

The most important development in the Iron Age prehistory of southern
Africa occurred one thousand years ago in the Shashi/Limpopo basin. It
was here that Bantu-speakers evolved the Zimbabwe Culture. To explain
the history and importance of this development, I first consider ethnic
movements identified by ceramic style and culture systems recognized in
settlement layout. I then turn to the impact of external trade on local
politics and the consequent evolution of the Zimbabwe Culture at Mapun-
gubwe.

Ethnic movements and culture systems: 700—1000

Archaeologists in southern Africa use ceramic style to trace the movements
of Iron Age people because stylistic units demarcate the distribution of
ethnic entities in space and time. This is so because (1) ceramic style, as
part of patterned behaviour, is created and transmitted through groups of
people, (2) the transmission of a style must be partially accomplished
through verbal communication, and, (3) as long as the identity of the
manufacturers and users of style are the same, the distribution of that style
must also represent the distribution of a group of people speaking the same
language. This set of premises does not mean, however, that another stylis-
tic group could not have spoken the same language.

On the basis of these premises, the languages spoken by Iron Age people
in central and southern Africa can be confidently identified from the
ceramic evidence as members of the Bantu family. Since the earliest Iron
Age ceramics in this region belong to a single stylistic complex! and since
one of these styles can be traced directly to the ceramics of modern-day
Shona-speakers,? a Bantu language must have been the principal tongue of
all the Early Iron Age groups. For the reasons given above, this one
ceramic continuum is sufficient to establish the link between Iron Age enti-
ties and Bantu languages.

1. T.N. Huffman, 1982; T. M. Maggs, 1980a, 1980b; D. W. Phillipson, 1977a.
2. T.N. Huffman, 1978.



















































Madagascar

25

The history of Madagascar before + 1000, sometimes even before + 1500,
is often seen as an area of uncertainty in which numerous and contradictory
hypotheses have been put forward for decades without ever being able to
secure general agreement.! The written sources brought to light in the
Island at best go back to the twelfth century, and the growth of archaeology
has been too recent? — and its means too limited — for it to provide us with
reliable statistical and chronological results,® which would place historical
reconstructions on wholly reliable bases. Making use of non-Malagasy
sources, since the old works of G. Ferrand, has been virtually limited.to
works in the Arabic language; in any case, use of these sources involves
knowledge of many languages with which specialists on Madagascar are
not normally familiar, and mastery of knowledge that is usually far beyond
the capacities of the small teams currently in existence. It no doubt takes a
fair amount of boldness to write a history of Madagascar from the inside
between the seventh and eleventh centuries of the Christian era.

It was tempting to begin using the oral sources in all the forms in which
they can be found today in Madagascar, and this is what we have done in
this chapter. These sources have survived in a variety of circumstances.
Sometimes, especially in the south-east, they have been attached to docu-
ments written in Arabic-Malagasy script (volan’Onjatsy or sorabe);* some-
times they have been absorbed, in the form of traces that are difficult to in-
terpret, in sources that have been much reworked;® sometimes they are

B. DOMENICHINI-
RAMIARAMANANA

1. See Unesco, General History of Africa, Vol. 11, ch. 28, and the bibliography. See also
E. Ralaimihoatra, 1971b, 1974.

2. J. P. Domenichini, 1981b.

3. For an interesting survey of the question, see D. Rasamuel, 1985, 1986.

4. On which much important work is being done today in Madagascar itself, under the
guidance of Professor Ludwig Munthe.

5. This is the case, for example, with a source recently located in Lower Manan-jara by
B. Domenichini-Ramiaramanana, among the Ravoaomena Andria-manavanana, a tiny
minority group that claims to be the descendants of the local dynasty that existed before
that of the Zafi(n—d)Raminia, whose arrival in the north-east of the Island has been dated to
the late eleventh century. The traditions of these latter, constructed over almost a millen-
nium of virtually continuous domination, largely obliterated those of earlier groups.





































































The African diaspora in
Asia

Y. TALIB
based on a contribution by F. SAMIR

Although the presence of Africans outside their home continent has been
attested since Antiquity, it was only during the period under review that
their role in the various fields of human activities in the Muslim countries
in the Middle East, in the Indian subcontinent, the Malay Archipelago and
the Far East became increasingly important. Qur sources on these activities
are unfortunately still scanty and widely dispersed in many works and
documents, written in various, mostly oriental, languages. Moreover, no
systematic scholarly study has ever been done on the African diaspora in
Asia,! This chapter is therefore a preliminary attempt to bring together
available data on early relations between Africa and Arabia, as well as on
the political, social, economic and cultural aspects of the African presence
in the aforementioned areas.

Early contacts between Africa and Arabia: The pre-Islamic
period

Commercial relations between South-western Arabia and the East African
littoral as depicted by the unknown author of the Periplus of the Erythraean
Sea? which probably dates to the late first or early second century of the
Christian era, went back several centuries before. It appeared that the
wealthy and powerful kingdom of ‘Awsan? in the Yemen owed its status as
a great trading centre to its extensive commercial links with East Africa. Its
prosperity and power suffered an irrevocable decline when it passed under
the suzerainty of Qataban in the latter half of the fifth century before the
Christian era.

1. Since this chapter was drafted, I. Van Sertima (ed.), 1985 — a work on the African
presence in Asia in Antiquity — has been published.

2. See G. W. B. Huntingford, 1980.

3. For full details see H. von Wissmann and Maria Hofner, 1952, pp. 287-93.


























































































Relations between the
different regions of Africa

A.BATHILY with the collaboration of
C.MEILLASSOUX

The period from the seventh to the eleventh century of the Christian era
showed a remarkable growth of relations between the various regions of
Africa. The fact that this growth coincided with Muslim expansion led cer-
tain authors, such as Raymond Mauny, to say that it was the Arab conquest
and Islamization that brought tropical Africa out of its isolation and linked
it up with the rest of the world again.! Yet, despite considerable gaps in the
sources — partly made good by the growing number of archaeological dis-
coveries in recent years — present data bear out the words of Catherine
Coquery-Vidrovitch that ‘one of the characteristics of African societies is
never to have lived in isolation. The continent of Africa has known two
major phenomena: population mobility and the volume of long-distance
trade.’? The work of E. W. Bovill;* C. A. Diop* and T. Obenga® among
others, has shown the vitality of the relations between the regions north
and south of the Sahara since Antiquity.® Moreover, it has been appositely
demonstrated how the socio-economic context in which Islam came into
being was strongly influenced by the development of trade between Ethi-
opia, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean.” These comments having
been made, it must nevertheless be recognized that the integration of some
parts of Africa into the Arab empire set up in the seventh century® gave
new momentum to inter-African relations. Arab and Muslim influence
produced a chain reaction right across the continent, and became the de-
cisive feature in the development of the Maghrib, Egypt and the Saharan
peoples from the eighth century onwards.® Elsewhere it acted as an ex-
ternal factor whose importance varied according to the geographical posi-

Mauny, 1970, p. 138.

Coquery-Vidrovitch, 1974, p. 349.

W. Bovill, 1935, 1958.

. C. A. Diop, 1955, 1967.

. T.Obenga, 1973; cf. also R. C. C. Law, 1967b.

. Cf. Unesco, Vol. 11, General History of Africa, Chs 20 and 22.

. E.R. Wolf, 1951; see also M. Rodinson, 1968.

. On the Muslim expansion, see R. Mantran, 1969 and Chapters 2 and 3 above.
. Cf. Chapters 7 to 12 above.
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Africa from the seventh to
the eleventh century: five
formative centuries

J.DEVISSEand J. VANSINA

Introduction

Historical research over the last thirty years has taught us, especially for
Africa, that there are no uniform models and no automatic periodizations
that can be safely applied, especially for the period we are dealing with
here. There are even good grounds for questioning the broad limits — the
seventh and eleventh centuries of the Christian era — chosen for this
volume. The earlier date does indeed have some real meaning for the
northern part of the continent, where Islam appeared, at least after the
middle of the century; and it does for other regions too, quite unrelated to
Islam, where, in so far as we know at present, the sixth and seventh centur-
ies saw the emergence of new features that were to develop over the follow-
ing centuries: this is particularly true for central and southern Africa; it is
doubtless wise to recall that this same date — the seventh century, or the
first century AH — used to be considered as very significant for West Africa;
this is no longer so and research has ‘won’ about a millennium: in West
Africa, the origins of the great changes examined in this volume lie in the
first or even the second millennium before the Christian era.! It is the same
for the eleventh century. While it is very significant for West Africa, where
it marks the establishment of Malikite Sunnism and a clear alteration in the
relations of force between Muslims and non-Muslims, it probably does not
have the same importance in other regions of the continent. However, the
impression remains that after 1100 a new world was coming into being in
some parts of the continent, for example with the flourishing of the Yoruba
cities and the cities on the coast of East Africa, and the birth of the empire
of Mali. The following centuries saw the growth of kingdoms in Central
Africa, new kingdoms in West Africa and the expansion of pastoralists such
as the Khoi, the Fulani and the Bakkara.

There have been many attempts to find a few general traits to character-

1. The most significant recent works are: S. K. McIntosh and R. J. McIntosh, 1980ob;,
J. Devisse, 1082. ‘
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