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The development
of African
historiography

J. D. FAGE

The writing of African history is as old as the writing of history itself. The
historians of the ancient Mediterranean world and those of the medieval
Islamic civilization both took the whole known world as their frame of
reference, and this included a considerable part of Africa. Africa north of the
Sahara was an integral part of both civilizations, and its past was as much a
concern of their historians as was that of southern Europe or the Near East.
Indeed North African history continued to be part of the mainstream of
western historical studies until the advance of the Ottoman Turkish empire
in the sixteenth century. Following Napoleon’s expedition to Egypt in 1798,
North Africa became again a not inconsiderable field for investigation by
historians. With the growth of European colonial power in North Africa
following a French conquest of Algiers in 1830 and the British occupation of
Egypt in 1882, a European, colonialist standpoint came to dominate the
writing of North African history. However, by the 1930s the modernist
movement in Islam, the growth of European-style education in the North
African colonies, and the rise of North African nationalist movements were
all combining to produce indigenous schools of historians, writing in French
and English as well as in Arabic, to restore a proper balance to North African
historical studies. '

This chapter will therefore mainly concern itself with the historiography
of West, Central, East and southern Africa. Neither the classical European
nor the medieval Islamic historians were uninterested in tropical Africa, but
their horizons were limited by the extent of the contacts that were made with
it, whether across the Sahara to ‘Ethiopia’ or the Bilad al-Sudan, or down
the Red Sea and Indian Ocean coasts to the limits of monsoon navigation,

The ancient authors’ information was scanty and fitful, especially in
relation to West Africa. Herodotus, Manethon, the Elder Pliny, Strabo and
some others tell us little more than of occasional journeys or raids across the
Sahara, or of maritime tentatives down the Atlantic coast, and the
authenticity of some of these accounts is often the subject of lively dispute
among modern scholars. Classical information concerning the Red Sea and
Indian Ocean is more soundly based, for it is plain that Mediterranean, or at
least Alexandrian, merchants were developing trade on these coasts. The






















































The place of history
in African society

BOUBOU HAMA AND
j. KI-ZERBO

Man is a historical animal, and African man is no exception. Just as
everywhere else all over the world, he created his own history, and his own
idea of it, On the factual level the proofs and products of this creative ability
are there before our eyes in the form of methods of agriculture, cooking,
pharmacy, common law, political organizations, the productions of art,
religious ceremonies, and highly developed rules of etiquette. Through all
the centuries since man first appeared, Africans have shaped an independent
society which by its vitality alone bears witness to their historical genius.
This history, which came into being empirically, a priori, was thought out
and interiorized a posteriori both by individuals and by social groups. In this
way it became an intellectual frame of reference, a spiritual and emotional
authority, a reason and a setting for living, a model.

But historical consciousness reflects the society to which it belongs, and
even each significant phase in the evolution of that society, so it is clear that
the Africans’ conception of their own history and of history in general will
be marked by their own particular development. The mere fact of isolation
is enough to restrict a society’s historical vision. Thus the King of the Mossi
in Upper Volta used to bear the title of Mogho-Naba, King of the World—a
good illustration of the influence of technical and material limitations on
people’s ideas of social and political reality. One sees, then, that African time
is occasionally a mythical and social time. But Africans are also conscious of
being the active instruments of their own history, and, as we shall find,
African time, as well as being mythical and social, is genuinely historical too.

Mythical time and social time

At first glance, and from many ethnological studies, one gets the impression
that the Africans were submerged, almost drowned, in mythical time, a vast
ocean without shores and without landmarks, while the other peoples of the
world advanced down the avenue of History, a great highway marked out
with the milestones of progress. And it is true that myth, the imaginary
representation of the past, does often dominate African conceptions of the
development of the lives of nations. So much so, that the choice and

































Recent trends in African
historiography and their
contribution to history
in general

P. D. CURTIN

This volume, like the volumes to follow, was planned to show the African
past from an African point of view. This is a correct perspective, perhaps the
only approach possible to an international effort; it is also the dominant
approach among historians of Africa, both in Africa and overseas. For
Africans, to know about the past of their own societies is a form of self-
knowledge crucial to a sense of identity in a diverse and rapidly changing
world. A recovery of African history has been an important part of African
development over recent decades, not an expensive frill that could be set
aside until more pressing aspects of development were well in hand. This is
why historians in Africa and overseas were first concerned to step across the
remains of colonial history and begin again with the historical experience of
African peoples. Other chapters and other volumes will deal with this
recovery, with history as a living tradition that still flourishes, with the role
of historical knowledge in -building new educational systems for
independent Africa. This chapter, however, is concerned with the meaning
of African history, first for the international community of historians and
secondly for the broader educated public outside Africa.

The fact that African history was seriously neglected until the 1950s is
only one symptom of a large phenomenon in historical studies. The colonial
period in Africa left an intellectual legacy to be overcome, just as it had in
other parts of the world. Europeans conquered and ruled over most of Asia
in the nineteenth century, while in the tropical Americas underdevelopment
and the domination of the Afro-American and Indian populations by
Europeans reproduced the conditions of colonialism; even though the
conventions of international law showed a series of independent states. The
colonial imprint on historical knowledge emerged in the nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries as a false perspective, a Eurocentric view of world
history created at a time of European domination. It was then transmitted
outward through the educational systems the Europeans had created in the
colonial world. Even where Europeans never ruled, European knowledge
was often accepted as modern knowledge, including aspects of the Euro-
centric historiography.






















































Sources and specific
techniques used in
African history:
general outline

T. OBENGA

The general rules of historical criticism that make history a documentary
technique, and the historical approach that requires us to study human
society in its journey down the ages, are the essential stock-in-trade of any
historian in any country. Neglect of this fact meant that the peoples of Africa
were for a long time outside the field®of interest of western historians, for
whom Europe was the whole of history. What lay behind this attitude,
though it did not show itself openly, was a persistent belief that, in the
absence of written texts and archaeological monuments, Africa did not
really have any history. v

Hence the first task of a historian is obviously the establishing of sources,
which is itself linked to the basic theoretical problem of appraising the
techniques of historical research.

A number of research workers, impelled by a great new urge to learn and
understand following the advent of the postcolonial era, have laid the
foundations of African history once and for all, though the methodology
appropriate to it is still being worked out. Huge areas of documentation have
come to light and have enabled research workers to ask themselves new
questions. As more of African history becomes known, it becomes more
varied and develops in new and unexpected directions. During the past
fifteen years or so there has been a revolution in the tools of research, and
it is now readily accepted that some of these are particularly useful for
African history: they include geology, palaeontology, prehistory,
archaeology, palaecobotany, palynology, the use of radioactive isotopes to
yield absolute chronological data, physical geography and human problems,
ethnological and sociological observation and analysis, oral tradition,
historical and comparative linguistics, European, Arabic, Indian and
Chinese written texts, and economic and demographic documents which
lend themselves to computerization.

The sources of African history are still remarkably flexible in scope and
therefore new types of intellectual co-operation, which unexpectedly bring
together sectors hitherto regarded as distinct, should always be thoroughly
explored. The use of a combination of sources emerges as a qualitative













































Written sources before
the fifteenth century

H. DJAIT

The notion of written source is so broad as to be ambiguous. If we take
written to mean all that transmits the voice and sound, then written
evidence includes inscriptions carved on stone, gramophone records, coins,
in short any message that preserves language and thought, regardless of its
medium.! Such an extension would mean that this chapter should cover
numismatics, epigraphy and other auxiliary studies which have, strictly
speaking, become independent of the sphere of the written text. I shall
therefore - restrict my investigation to what is drawn or printed in
conventional signs on any kind of support — papyrus, parchment, bone,
paper. This still leaves a vast field for research and reflection, first because
chronologically it covers a period that begins with the invention of writing
and ends on the threshold of modern times (fifteenth century), next because
spatially it covers an entire continent, with different civilizations juxtaposed
and in succession, and lastly because it includes sources that vary in
language, cultural tradition and type.

I am going to consider the general problems that are raised by these
sources (analysis by period, by region, by type) before making a critical
inventory. ’

General problems

No comprehensive study of the written sources of African history has so
far been made. Because of chronological or regional specialization, the
rare studies made have always been associated with compartmentalized
fields of scholarly research. Thus Pharaonic Egypt is the field of the
Egyptologist, Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt of the classicist, Muslim Egypt
of the Islamist: three periods, three specialities, only the first of which stems
from what is specifically Egyptian, the other two moving in wider orbits (the
classical world, Islam). The same holds true for the Maghrib, though the
Punic scholar is both an orientalist and a classicist and the Berber specialist
marginal and unclassifiable.

1. A. Dain, 1961, p. 449.

















































































Written sources from the
fifteenth century onwards

I. HRBEK

Parallel with the profound changes in the world and especially in Africa at
the end of the fifteenth and the beginning of the sixteenth century went
changes in the character, provenance and volume of written source materials
for African history. As against the previous period a certain number of new
trends may be discerned in the flow of this material, some of them touching
the whole continent, others only some parts of it, mainly in sub-Saharan
Africa.

First, together with the continuous growth of all kinds of narrative
sources (travellers’ accounts, descriptions, chronicles, and so on) emerge
numerous and various materials of a primary character such as official,
commercial or missionary correspondence and reports, legal deeds and
other items of archival nature, found only sporadically before this period.
The increasing abundance of this material offers the historian much greater
aid, but at the same time makes a general survey of it more complicated.

We can observe, moreover, a sharp decrease in the volume of external
Arabic narrative sources for Africa south of the Sahara. On the other hand
this period gave birth to historical literature written in Arabic by
autochthones and it is only from this time on that we are able to hear the
authentic voice of Africans from south of the Sahara speaking about their
own history. The earliest and best-known examples of this local
historiography come from the Sudanic belt and from the East African coast,
whereas in other parts of tropical Africa similar development took place only
later.

In the last 200 years the Africans: also started to write in their own
languages, using first the Arabic script (e.g. Kiswahili, Hausa, Fulfulde,
Kanembu, Dyula, Malagasy, etc.), later in the Latin alphabet. There exist
also historical (and other) material in scripts of genuine African origin, such
as the Bamum and Vai scripts.

The third trend, a corollary of the preceding one, is the emergence of a
literature written in English (and to a smaller degree in other European
languages) by Africans, either liberated slaves or their descendants in
America, conscious of their African past. -

Lastly, the external Arabic sources gradually give way to narratives in




















































































Oral tradition and its
methodology

J. VANSINA

Oral civilization

The African civilizations in the Sahara and south of the desert were to a
great extent civilizations of the spoken word, even where the written word
existed, as it did in West Africa from the sixteenth century onwards, because
only very few people knew how to write and the role of the written word was
often marginal to the essential preoccupations of a society. It would be
wrong to reduce the civilization of the spoken word to a merely negative
absence of writing and to perpetuate the inborn contempt of the literate for
the lliterate which is found in so many sayings, such as the Chinese proverb,
“The palest ink is to be preferred to the strongest word.” To do so would
show total ignorance of the nature of these oral civilizations. As a student
who had been initiated into an esoteric tradition said, ‘The power of the
word is terrible. It binds us together and disclosure of the secret destroys
us’ — by destroying the identity of the society, because the word destroys
the common secret.

A scholar who has to work with oral traditions must thoroughly
understand and accept the attitude towards speech of an oral civilization.
This is completely different from that of a literate civilization which
preserves all important records in writing. An oral society recognizes speech
not only as a means of everyday communication but also as a means of
preserving the wisdom of ancestors enshrined in what one might call key
utterances, that is to say, oral tradition. A tradition may be defined, in fact, as
a testimony transmitted verbally from one generation to another. Almost
everywhere, the word has a mysterious power because words create things.
That at least is the attitude in most African civilizations. The Dogon have
expressed this nominalism most explicitly, but in all rituals the name is the
thing and ‘to say’ is ‘to do’.

The oral approach is an attitude to reality and not the absence of a skill.
Traditions are bafiling to the contemporary historian who, although so
swamped by a mass of written evidence that he has to develop the
techniques of rapid reading, can nevertheless rely on constant repetition of








































































The living tradition

A. HAMPATE BA

Writing is one thing and knowledge is another. Writing is the
photograph of knowledge but is not knowledge itself. Knowledge is a
light that is in man. It is the heritage of all that our ancestors have
known, and it is in the germ they transmit to us, just as the baobab-tree
is potentially in its seed. . :
Tierno Bokar!

When we speak of African tradition or history we mean oral tradition; and
no attempt at penetrating the history and spirit of the African peoples is
valid unless it relies on that heritage of knowledge of every kind patiently
transmitted from mouth to ear, from master to disciple, down through the
ages. This heritage is not yet lost, but lies there in the memory of the last
generation of great depositories, of whom it can be said: ‘they are the living
memory of Africa’.

In the modern nations, where what is written has precedence over what is
spoken, where the book is the principal vehicle of the cultural heritage, there
has been a long-standing notion that peoples without writing are peoples
without culture. This quite unwarranted opinion has happily begun to wear
off since the last two wars, thanks to the work done by certain great
ethnologists of every nation. Today the innovative and courageous action of
Unesco is raising the veil still further from the treasures of knowledge
transmitted by oral tradition, treasures which belong to the cultural
patrimony of all mankind. '

For some scholars, the whole problem is whether we can place the same
trust in the oral as in the written when it comes to evidence of things past. In
my view, that is not the right way to put the problem. Written or oral
evidence is in the end only human evidence and it is worth what the man is
worth. -

Does not what is said give birth to what is written, both over the centuries
and in the individual himself? The world’s earliest archives or libraries were

1. Tierno Bokar Salif (d. 1940) spent his life in Bandiagara (Mali). Grand Master of the
Muslim Order of Tijaniyya, he was also a traditionalist in African matters. Cf. A. Hampaté
Ba and M. Cardaire, 1957.



























































































































African archaeology and its techniques including dating techniques

Analytical techniques in archaeometry

The techniques of analysis have increased to such a degree that it is
sometimes difficult to decide what technique to use on a particular sample
to get the information needed. In the following section, this question is
discussed from all its aspects.

Choice of the method of analysis to be used

Archaeological samples are exceptionally valuable for two reasons. The first
is that the quantity of material available is usually so small that it may be
hardly sufficient for one complete analysis, and if completely used up it may
not be possible to replace it. The second is that a part of the sample has to be
kept for future reference or display. Accordingly, great care has to be taken
to ensure that the greatest amount of information may be obtained from an
archaeometric analysis. The criteria determining the method of analysis to
be adopted can be summarized as follows.?

Availability of material

If the amount of available material is big enough wet chemical analy51s is
preferable for determining the percentages of the principal constituent
elements in the sample since this method gives the most accurate results.
Atomic absorption analysis can be applied to determine the percentages of
the alkali metals such as sodium, potassium and lithium. For trace elements
and compounds, however, X-ray fluorescence and X-ray diffraction
analyses are to be preferred although they will give results which may be
only within 1020 per cent of the correct answer.

If only a very small amount of the sample is available and several elements
have to be estimated it can be best analysed by spectrophotometric
methods or by X-ray diffraction methods. If the archaeologist is not willing
to provide a piece, however small, of the object, the material can be analysed
by emission spectrometry or by X-ray fluorescence, provided the size and
shape of the object permit the apparatus in question to be used.

Kind of material to be analysed

Archaeological materials vary greatly in kind. Some of them are wholly
or partly organic such as foods, ointments, resins, oils, waxes, etc. Others are
inorganic such as metals, pigments, ceramics, glass, plaster, etc. The organic
materials are usually submitted to ignition, saponification, solvent
extraction, infra-red survey, thermal analysis or chromatographic analysis.
The inorganic materials are submitted to ordinary wet chemical analysis,
emission spectrometry, X-ray fluorescence, X-ray diffraction or neutron
activation, according to the information needed.

2. loc. cit.
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History and linguistics

P. DIAGNE

Aada koy demgna woni (Fulfulde)
Lammii ay dekkal demb (Wolof)
_ Speech is what gives shape to the past

The African sees a link between history and language This view is common
to Bantu, Yoruba and Mande. But that is not its originality.

Indeed, an Arab or a Greek before the time of Thucydides would
certamly agree with the Fulani dictum that ‘narrative is where we meet the
past’: Hanki koy daarol awratee.

What is special about the link between history and language in the
African tradition lies in the view of history and language to which that
tradition, on the whole, has adhered.

Language and thought are often identified, and history is seen ' not as
science but as wisdom and as an art of llVll’lg
. History aims at knowledge of the past. Linguistics is a science of language
and speech. Historical narrative and historical works are contents and forms
of thought. Language itself is the medium and prop of such thought.

Thus, obviously, linguistics and history each have their domain, their
particular subject-matter and their methods. Nevertheless, there is
interaction between them, at least from two points of view.

Language as a system and tool of communication is a historical
phenomenon. It has its own history. As the medium of thought, and that of
the past and knowledge of the past, it is the channel and the most important
source of historical evidence. Thus linguistics, used here in its widest sense,
covers an area of research which supplies history with at least two kinds of
data: first, linguistic information properly speaking; and secondly, evidence
which might be termed supra-linguistic. Linguistics can be used to see
beyond the evidence of thought, beyond the conceptual apparatus used
in a language and the oral or wrltten evidence, to the history of men
and their civilizations.

Once the problem is thus defined, it is easier to see what common ground
there is between the historian and the linguist working on Africa.




















































































Editorial note:
theories on the ‘races’ and history of Africa

J. KI-ZERBO

The concept of race is one of the most difficult to define in scientific terms. If
we agree with most scholars since Darwin that mankind is a single stock,!
the theory of ‘races’ can only be developed scientifically within the context
of evolution.

Raciation is part of the overall process of evolutionary differentiation. As
J. Ruffié has pointed out, it requires two conditions: first, breeding isolation
(often partial), which  gradually produces a special genetic and
morphological situation. Raciation thus arises from a difference of gene
stock, caused either by genetic drift (that is, the random transmission of
genes allows a given gene to be transmitted more often than another, unless
of course the allele is more widespread), or by natural selection. The latter
leads to adaptive differentiation, by which a group tends to preserve the
genetic equipment that best adapts it to a given environment. In Africa both
processes have clearly gone on. Genetic drift, which works most powerfully
within small groups, will have operated within limited populations, which
are in any case liable to undergo a social process of binary fission at times of
territorial and succession disputes — and also because of the great expanses
of virgin land available to them. The genetic inheritance of endogamous and
forest-dwelling peoples will have been particularly affected by this process;
while natural selection will have operated in environments as diverse as
desert, dense forest, high plateaux and mangrove coasts. What it amounts to
in biological terms is that the members of one ‘race’ share certain genetic
factors which in another ‘racial group’ are replaced by their alleles, whilst in
half-breeds both gene types exist together.

As was to be expected, ‘races’ were originally identified according to
visible criteria, but deeper realities gradually came to be taken into account.
Indeed, outward features and inward phenomena are not completely
unrelated, for although the colour of the skin is determined by hereditary
mechanisms which depend on certain genes, it is also affected by the
environment. A positive correlation has been noted between stature and the
highest temperature of the hottest month, and a negative correlation

1. For polycentric theories with their variants, see the works of G. Weidenreich and Coon
and the disproofs of Roberts.






























Migrations and ethnic
and linguistic
differentiations

D. OLDEROGGE

Historians were long convinced that the peoples of Africa had never had any
history of their own, nor any evolution that was peculiarly theirs.
Everything in the nature of a cultural achievement was thought to have been
brought to them from elsewhere, by waves of immigrants coming from Asia.
Such convictions are reflected in the works of many nineteenth-century
European scholars. They were systematized and crystallized in the form of
doctrine in the works of German ethnographers and linguists writing at that
period. At that time, Germany was the main centre of Africanist studies.
Shortly after Africa had been divided up by the great colonial and
imperialist powers, works describing the life and customs of the peoples of
the colonized countries began to make their appearance in England, France
and Germany. It was in Germany that the potential of the scientific study of
the African languages was first recognized. The year 1907 saw the
establishment in Hamburg of the Colonial Institute, which subsequently
became a great centre of scientific research and was responsible for the
publication of the most important theoretical works of the German school of
African studies. Germany was far in advance of the other colonial powers in
this field, for in England it was not until 1917 that the School of Oriental
Studies began to teach African languages, whilst in France, at that time, the
Ecole des Langues Orientales Vivantes paid little attention to them. It was
only in 1947 that the School of Oriental Studies in London was renamed
the School of Oriental and African Studies. In France, too, the systematic
teaching of these languages was not introduced until slightly later.

The theories of the German school and recent discoveries

All this explains why Germany played a predominant role in research into
the history, ethnography and languages of Africa in the period immediately
preceding the First World War and also why work which appeared in
England, France and Belgium was based on the theories of German
scholars. Thus western European ethnographers continued to maintain, at
the beginning of the twentieth century, the view propagated by German
scholars that the peoples of Africa had never had a history of their own, and































































African linguistic
classification

J. H. GREENBERG

The nature and purposes of linguistic classification

Like any other set of entities, Ianguages can be ClaSSlﬁed in an indefinitely
large number of ways.

One partlcular method, however commonly called genetic classification,
has certain unique and important characteristics so that when the term
‘classification’ is employed without further specification in relation to
language, it is this type of classification which is meant. It will, accordingly,
form the basis for the detailed classification to be set forth in later sections of
this chapter.

A genetic classification takes the form of sets of hierarchical units with the
same logical organization as a biological classification into species, genera,
families, and so on, in which the members of the set at each level are
included in those of a higher level. It could in fact be set forth in the form of
a genealogical tree. For languages to have an immediate common ancestor in
such a tree means that they are all the later differentiated continuations of
what were once dialects of the same language. We may illustrate this by the
well-known example of Indo-European. Since Indo-European has not yet
been shown to belong to any higher grouping this will be our highest level.
The Indo-European family is divided into a number of branches, for
example, Germanic, Celtic, Slavic, Indo-Iranian and others. This is another
way of saying that the original Indo-European speech community
eventually divided into a certain number of dialects — Germanic, Celtic, and
so on. In turn Germanic, for example, split into three dialects, Gothic, West
Germanic and Scandinavian. Of these Gothic is extinct but known from
earlier records, while West Germanic differentiated into Anglo-Frisian,
Low German and High German. Each of these constitutes a group of
present-day local dialects some of which have become the basis of standard
languages, for example, German (a High German dialect), Dutch (a Low
German dialect) and English (an Anglo-Frisian dialect).

The importance of such classifications is that they reflect the actual
history of ethnic differentiation in respect to language. Secondly, they form
the basis for the application of the methods of comparative linguistics by



















































Appendix to Chapter 12:

the language map of Africa

D. DALBY

Africa, although less densely populated than the world as a whole,! has a
greater degree of linguistic complexity than any other continent.? As a
result, there has until now been no detailed charting of the continental
language map of Africa, even though it is a map so badly needed by
historians and others. The Soviet ethnodemographic map of Africa is
probably the best substitute to date,? although it suffers from the blurring of
linguistic and ethnic distinctions, from the overloading of the map with
demographic as well as ‘ethnolinguistic’ data, and from the rendering of all
African names in the Cyrillic alphabet. Other continental maps, of ethnic
groups rather than of languages, are in general too grossly oversimplified to
be of much scientific value.*

Some degree of oversimplification is of course inevitable in any attempt to
arrive at a-continental view of language distribution and relationships in
Africa. The only truly accurate map would need to represent every person
on the continent with a separate illuminated spot, which would move as the
person moved and which would light up in any of up to 2000 different
colours according to the language that person was speaking at the moment.
Since such a map is a physical impossibility, we must satisfy ourselves with
something less perfect, although hopefully more detailed and accurate than
the documents previously available. For the last ten years, work has been
proceeding on a specifically linguistic map of Africa (as opposed to ethnic),

1. While representing approximately 20 per cent of the total land surface of the world,
Africa accounts for just below 10 per cent of the total population of the world.

2. New Guinea (little more than one-fortieth the size of Africa) has an equal — or even
greater — degree of linguistic complexity, but nowhere in the world is there such a
geographically extensive area of linguistic ‘fragmentation’ as in sub-Saharan Africa.

3. Narodni Afriki (Moscow, 1960) and Karta Narodov Afriki (Moscow, 1974).

4. Eg. G. P. Murdock “Tribal map of Africa’ (1959), or the ‘Map of the tribes and
nations of modern Africa’ by Roy Lewis and Yvonne Foy, published by The Times in the
early 1970s.





















Historical geography:
physical aspects

S. DIARRA

Introduction

It is, of course, hard to separate African history from its geographical
setting. But it would be fruitless to rely on determinist concepts in order
to establish the full complexity of the relationships that have been estab-
lished between African societies and their respective environments. Each
community has reacted in its own way to its surroundings. The attempts
made, with varying degrees of success, to order the environment bear
witness to the degree to which men are organized and to the efficacy of their
techniques for making the best of local resources. But for a changing Africa
it is important to look at certain geographical peculiarities which can throw
light on the major events of the continent’s long geographical and political
history. Here the architectural features of Africa as a whole, its
extraordinary climatic zonality and' the originality of its mnatural
environments have been the inheritances impeding or promoting human
activity, while in no way determining its development. In a word, there is
nothing simple about the intimate relationships between African nature and
the men that live in it, exploit, develop and transform it in accordance with
their political structures, technical possibilities and economic interests.

Architectural features of the African continent

It is generally agreed that Africa belongs to a very ancient continent which,
before breaking up and slowly drifting apart, included America, southern
Asia and Australia. This continent, Gondwana, is said to have been the
result of the earliest orogenic efforts of the earth’s crust, which threw up
powerful mountain ranges, generally running south-west/north-east. These
plications, greatly eroded by long denudation, were reduced to peneplains,
of which the largest are to be found in Africa.

Geological originality of Africa

Africa’s originality can be seen first of all in the exceptional size of the pre-



Madeira
~

Canaryls
Jeoz 4

©

- N Libyan
RoAN Des);rt Z,
TASSILI N'AJJER R

MtTahat =—

Tropicof Canger- .- ==

C
[Blanc IFORAS

TVery

D C Guardafui

pe==
H

C Palmas

|
Equator aMtKenya

Uil e

s INDIAN
YZanzibar

OCEAN

Comoros,
°  Cd'Ambre

AT LANTIC

.

OCEAN

C.Sainte~Marre

1t-Aux-Sources

E= Mountain ranges and
high plateau

EZ4 Fold mountains

=1 Escarpments

Rift valley

Swamp

[..] Dense forest
Savanna and steppe

Desert

Cape o
Good Hope C Aguihas

2000km
1 1 1 ]

10|00mlles

OO

FIG. 13.1 Physical map of Africa (after J. Ki-Zerbo, 1978)

317
















































Historical geography:
economic aspects

A. L. MABOGUNJE

According to Gilbert, ‘the real function of historical geography is to re-
construct the regional geography of the past’.! In a volume such as
the present, such a definition would imply an attempt to present a
regional geography of African prehistory with special emphasis on the
economic aspects. Such an attempt clearly would involve a comprehensive
review of both physical and human conditions in the distant past and is sure
to overlap with many other chapters in the volume. In the circumstances,
the emphasis in this chapter is to consider the natural resource base
especially in terms of how this was perceived and utilized in prehistoric
Africa. Such a consideration, while emphasizing the broad spectrum of the
continent’s natural resources as known to us today, will seek to underline
which of them were appreciated as such in the distant past, where they were
found, how they were used and to what extent they aided or hindered man’s
control of large areas of the continent.

Minerals and the development of human technology

Perhaps the most significant of natural resources for the human mastery of
his environments are minerals. Minerals are the material of which the world
is made. In general, they are formed by processes which are extremely slow
and which may run into millions of years. In consequence, compared to the
human occupancy of the earth, which goes back barely 3 million years, the
geological time scale is extremely long, covering well over 5000 million
years.

Large parts of Africaare underlain by rocks, which are some of the oldest in
the world. These ancient, crystalline rocks, which are referred to as base-
ment complex rocks, cover at least a third of the continent. They are com-
prised largely of granites as well as highly metamorphosed rocks such as
schists and gneisses. Some of these rocks are highly mineralized. Among the
most important of such formations are those found in the copper belt of
Shaba (Zaire) and Zambia which extend for a distance of over 300 kilometres.
Besides containing the largest deposits of copper in the world, this belt also

1. E. W. Gilbert, 1932, p. 132.













































"The interdisciplinary
methods adopted in this
study

'J. KI-ZERBO

Introduction

The interdisciplinary approach to historical research is a fashionable idea.
But when it comes to putting it into practice, difficulties arise: there are
great differences in method of work between different disciplines; and
research workers are deeply imbued with the habit of specialization, and
jealous of the territorial integrity of their own subjects. The same tendency
appears even in presenting the results of research: the life of a community is
still dealt with under quite separate headings covering, for example,
economic, social and cultural aspects. Any suggestion of interdisciplinary
working is thought of in terms of take-over bids. In this struggle for territory
and leadership, history is in an ambivalent position. It is essential to all
disciplines; but having (unlike other subjects) no esoteric vocabulary of its
own for its practitioners to take refuge behind, it runs the risk of becoming
devalued — acquiring universality, as it were, at the cost of respectability.

If history is an orchestra, its conductor has traditionally been the written
record. But the history of Africa, particularly south of the Sahara, is
characterized by a relative dearth of written sources, especially before the
sixteenth and even more before the seventh century of our era. There is an
African proverb which says, ‘When your mother is not there, you suck your
grandmother.”! Failing written source material, African history must
combine all other available sources in order to recreate the past. The
deficiency may in the last analysis become something of an advantage: it
makes possible an escape from the overriding influence of the written word
and the consequent implicit devaluation of other sources.

Historical and anthropologlcal research in Africa has long suffered from
two contradictory evils. One is the weakness of historians for regarding the
process of sacial change as a mere string of dates. Hence the obsessional urge
to construct a chronology that will make human development intelligible, to
the neglect of everything else — economics, social structure and culture.

1. Lactation appears to be a reflex process, but the African pharmacopoeia included
recipes for making grandmothers lactate.

































Chronological framework:
African pluvial and
glacial epochs

Part,.I N R Said

Our purpose here is to give a general account of some of the changes in the
physical aspects of the African continent during the Pleistocene and early
Holocene or recent epoch. During this approximately 2 million years the
climates and environments of the world fluctuated considerably. The series
of momentous climatic events which occurred during this epoch subjected
the northern latitudes of the globe on four successive occasions to the
advances and retreats of ice sheets (known as Giinz, Mindel, Riss and Wiirm
in the Alps); river valleys and terraces were formed, the 'present coastlines
were established, and great changes were induced in the fauna and flora of
the globe. The earllest proto-human forms had diverged from the ancestral
primate stock by the begmnmg of the Pleistocene, and the oldest
recognizable tools are found in horizons of lower Plelstocene age. In large
measure, the development of culture since man’s appearance as a tool-using
mammal seems to have been profoundly influenced by the environmental
factors that characterized the successive stages of the Pleistocene epoch.

The idea that during several eplsodes of the Pleistocene epoch the glaciers
were formerly far more extensive than at present had become well
established in Europe, and it soon became obvious that these European
episodes of climatic deterioration were of more than local character. Work in
Africa, for example, has shown that the continent underwent during
the Pleistocene climatic changes of far-reaching dimensions and,
although these have not yet been correlated conclusively with the events
occurring in the northern part of the globe, they are to a large measure tled to
these events in a manner which has yet to be deciphered.

The prospects for the establishment of a time scale for the late Conozoic
and Pleistocene have greatly improved during the last decade. Deep sea
drilling programmes have given extremely valuable information on a more
or less continuous sedimentary record of the events of the latter part of the
earth’s history. The detailed and multidisciplinary studies carried out on the
cores raised from these programmes, the advances in geophysical and
particularly palaeomagnetic studies, and the perfection of the techniques of



























































































































- Hominization:

H 7 general problems

Part I Y. Coppens The palaeontological data

Man is a Mammal; to be more precise, a placental mammal.” He belongs to
the order of the Primates.

Palaeontological criteria

The Primates, of which Man forms part, differ from other placental
mammals on account of their precocious brain development, improved
stereoscopic vision and reduced face size, the replacement of claws by flat
nails, and the opposability of the thumb to the other fingers. Among the
Primates, which are divided into Prosimians and Simians, Man comes
under the second category, which is characterized by increased stature, the
displacement of the eye-sockets on the face with the resulting improvement
of vision, and the independence of the temporal cavities.

There was a sudden proliferation of forms among these Simians in the
upper Oligocene about 30000000 years ago, which suggests that the
differences occurring in the Hominidae family may date back to that epoch.
_ In order to be able to write the history of these Hominidae, we accordingly
have to search among the Simian fossils of the past 30 million years, in a bid
to identify those whose evolutionary tendencies point towards the features
which typify us as the genus Homo, as bipeds with all that this implies by
way of changes in the feet, legs and pelvis, the orientation of the skull, the
proportions of the spinal column, the development of the brain case, the
reduction of the face, the rounding of the dental arch, the reduction in size of
the canine teeth and the hollowing of the palate.

- The Propliopithecus of the upper Oligocene displays discrete signs of
some of these tendencies, which is why some authors have been prematurely
enthusiastic in regarding him as being akin to ourselves.-

The tendencies that can be observed in Ramapithecus are more relevant,

1. The Mammals are the highest of the five classes of the Vertebrata and placental

Mammals are the highest of the Mammal class. They have a new organ, the placenta, which
_enables the foetus to breathe and be fed.





































































































































































































































































Prehistory in
southern Africa

J. D. CLARK

The earliest hominids

Darwin and Huxley considered the tropics, and within them perhaps the
African continent, as being the habitat in which man had his origins, for it is
here that the chimpanzee and the gorilla, man’s closest relatives among the
primates, are to be found. These pongids, like the common ancestor of apes
and man, are forest-dwellers and their morphological characteristics show
that they must have evolved over a very long period of adaptation to living in
the tropical lowland and montane forests. Man, on the other hand, evolved,
not in the forest, but in the savannah lands, and the earliest hominid fossils,
from eastern and southern Africa, are found in the semi-arid grasslands and
deciduous woodlands where the ancestral form has been faced with an
entirely different set of problems for successful survival and with infinitely
greater potential resources than those available to the anthropoids.

There is as yet no general agreement as to when the hominid and pongid
lines diverged. The palaeontological evidence has been interpreted as
indicating that it was possibly sometime in the earlier Cenozoic, the lower
Miocene, about 25 million years ago, that that divergence took place. On the
other hand, the recent calibration work on the comparative biochemistry of
primates (chromosomes, serum proteins, haemoglobin and immunological
differences between man, apes and Old World monkeys) suggests that the
separation took place no earlier than 10 and perhaps as late as 4 million years
ago. It might be thought that the evidence provided by the fossils
“hemselves would be the most reliable, but unfortunately this is not so as, if
the long chronology is correct, the crucial period when the hominids can be
expected to have already become significantly differentiated from the
lineage of the great apes — the late Miocene/earlier Pliocene (12—5 million
years ago) — is one from which there is at present very little fossil primate
evidence. It is only towards the close of the Pliocene that fragmentary fossil
material becomes available again and there can be no doubt that fossil
hominids were present in the record by that time.

The late Miocene fossil Ramapithecus wickeri, recovered from Fort
Ternan in the Lake Victoria Basin, is some 12—14 million years old. It is,

































































































































The prehistory of
Central Africa

Part I R. de Bayle des Hermens
Introduction

Geographically, the Zaire basin extends from the Gulf of Guinea in the west
to the great lakes zone in the east and approximately from the 1oth parallel
south of the equator in Angola and Shaba (ex Katanga) to the watershed of
the hydrographic basins of the Chad and the Zaire in the north.!

It lies mainly in the equatorial zone and its plant cover consists of some of
the densest forest to be found in Africa. This forest zone is known to have
extended much farther north during certain very wet periods than it does at
present. In the course of thousands of years the forest has retreated, and now
exists only in galleries of varying width along the rivers. We emphasize the
importance of this plant cover because it has been of the first importance in
the development of prehistoric cultures in this region. It is thought, in the
light of recent research, that prehistoric cultures and, it seems, more
particularly those coming after the Acheulian, developed locally,
conditioned by the primeval forest and without any contact with the
inhabitants of zones where the vegetation was less dense. In the north, the
great Neolithic migrations moving from east to west skirted the forest
without penetrating it, as if it were a formidable barrier and a world into
which peoples accustomed to living in the savannah and wide open spaces
"did not venture. Nothing in the industries of the Middle and Upper
Palaeolithic, nor in the Neolithic, nor in cave art — which was moreover
uncommon in the Zaire Basin — gives ground for belief that there were
contacts with the peoples living in a Sahara which was not then the greatarid
desert we know today. To find traces of contacts, we must turn to the east
and south of Africa, where the starting-point of the migrations of the human

- groups which peopled the great equatorial forest in the west must likewise
be sought. '

1. The term Central Africa is taken to include the following countries: Zaire, Central
African Republic, People’s Republic of Congo and Gabon, and parts of Angola, Rwanda and
Burundi.


















































































































The prehistory of
North Africa

L.BALOUT

The nearness of the countries of the Maghrib to Europe and their
Mediterranean seaboard made them an early target for prehistoric research,
-some of it dating back to over a century ago. A substantial bibliography
resulted, the reliability of which was highly variable. It was subsequently
clarified and narrowed down (1952, 1955, 1974), but research into the
prehistory of this part of North Africa did not keep the lead it had gained for
long; it has, on the contrary, fallen behind in two important respects:
excavation methods apart from all-too-rare exceptions, and absolute
chronology, here essentially limited to radio-carbon dating. In East
Africa, infinitely greater progress has been made in these respects.

The result is that the lack of Lower Pletstocene human fossils, of dates for
Palaeolithic occupation sites obtained by the potassium-argon dating
method, has meant that we are only able to date hominid settlements in
the Maghrib and the Sahara through hypothetical correlations of the fauna
and tl)e typology of stone industries.

Without more and fuller stratigraphical material it has been difficult to
establish the continuity of human occupation, highly probable though it
was. Type sites are isolated both in time and in space: Ternifine
(Atlanthropus) in Algeria is an example. The problems of the Mousterian,
of its connection with the Aterian, of the human type that was the bearer
of the latter culture, of the transition from the Aterian to the Ibero-
Maurusian, of Capsian stratigraphy and of the stages of Neolithization, are
largely unsolved. Prehistoric research has provided important insights into
the Quaternary era — stratigraphy, palaeontology — and has made it
possible to- establish a typology reaching beyond the confines of the
Maghrlb it should henceforth adopt a palaeo—ethnologlcal approach Man
in his environment rather than Man and h1s environment.

The earliest human industries: the preeAcheullan

There is no lack of e&idence, but it is difficult to interpret other than
typologically. Interpretation has been based on the stratigraphy of the
coastal Quaternary in Morocco (Biberson), animal palaeontology in Algeria



















































The prehistory of
the Sahara

H. J. HUGOT

The Sahara is an immense desert that covers the greater part of North
Africa. It is not easy to define either its limits or its characteristics, but
aridity is the factor common to all its various regions. Stretching 5700
kilometres from east to west, between the Red Sea and the Atlantic, and
1500 kilometres from north to south, between the pro-Saharan Atlas and the
Sudanese Sahel, desert conditions now cover an area of nearly 8:6 million
square kilometres. Yet the Sahara as we know it today has changed
considerably since prehistoric times.

The unifying factor in the different regions of the Sahara is the
remarkably low hygrometric level, one of the lowest in the world. Apart
from the extreme shortage of water, its other characteristics are wide
differences between day and night temperatures and an abundance of sand,
continually blown before the wind, that is fast eroding the ageing relief.

Although the Sahara is a desert now, it was populated extensively in
several earlier periods. The departure of its last inhabitants is attributable to
the increasing dryness and heat of the climate, which led to rarer rainfall and
to the drying-up of springs and rivers. This in turn brought about the
disappearance of the plant life and the animals on which man lived, and he
was forced to retire to the fringes of the desert, where conditions were more
clement.

Many experts have considered the problem of the transformation of the
Sahara into a desert and the causes and consequences of this change, among
them E. F. Gautier,! T. Monod,? R. Capot-Rey,* J. Dubief,* L. Balout,*
K. Butzer® and S. A. Huzayyin,” to mention only a few. We now know in
theory why the monsoon of the Gulf of Guinea and the cold polar front no
longer brought to the Sahara the two opportunities for rainfall that governed

1. E. F. Gautier, 1928.

2. T. Monod, 1945; Burg Wartenstein Symposium, 1961.
3. R. Capot-Rey, 1953.

4. J. Dubief| 1959.

5. L. Balout, 1952a.

6. K. W. Butzer, 1958.

7. S. A. Huzayyin, 1936, pp. 19—22.














































































The prehistory of
West Africa

C. T. SHAW

Climate and environment

The main climatic and vegetation belts run east and west across the whole
expanse of West Africa. The highest rainfall occurs near the coast, and the
farther north and inland one goes, the less it becomes. The desert to the
north is fringed along its southern edge by the dry Sahel strip; south of this
comes the great savannah belt; between the savannah and the wet tropical
rain forest which fringes the coast lies a zone of derived savannah which was
once forest but which has been turned into savannah by the activities of
man,

Rainfall in the area is markedly seasonal, falling predominantly from
April to October (with peaks in July and October) in the south and from
June to September in the north. These rains are carried on south-west winds
which have gathered their moisture from the Atlantic. However the
intertropical front runs east and west across West Africa, dividing the
tropical maritime air mass formed over the south Atlantic from the dry
continental air mass over the Sahara. The position of the front fluctuates
with the seasons of the year; in January it is farthest to the south, with the
consequence that the north-east trade winds from the dry northern air mass
reach right down to the Guinea coast, bringing with them a dramatic fall in
humidity.

An awareness of this weather and vegetation pattern is fundamental to the
understanding of the prehistory and archaeology of West Africa: the
locatign and extent of the different vegetation zones, and the position of the
intertropical front, have varied at different times in the past, affecting the
circumstances in which man was living in West Africa at different periods.

Set into these vegetation zones are a number of geographical features
which make local modifications in the general pattern: the Futa Djalon
and Guinea highlands, the Togo/Atakora chain, the Bauchi plateau and the
Mandara/Cameroon highlands; the inland delta of the Niger and its great
northward bend, Lake Chad, and the delta at the mouth of the Niger: there
is a break between Ghana and Nigeria in the continuity along the coast of the
tropical rainforest belt, which is known as the Dahomey gap.





































































Prehistory in
the Nile Valley

F. DEBONO

Sudan, Nubia and Egypt, three very different areas linked only by a river,
make up a unique valley. But it is hard to imagine today that the vast desert
that encloses it on both sides once afforded (depending on climatic and
environmental factors at the time in question) insurmountable barriers or
communication links with the rest of Africa. The same physical factors also
conditioned the way of life of the valley’s earliest inhabitants in their never-
ending struggle to adapt to hostile or favourable habitats.

In this context we propose to give a concise account of their long
evolution from the origins of man to the glories of the Pharaonic period.
Particular cultures at particular moments are already well known; in many
other cases the incomplete nature of research on the one hand and an unduly
classificatory approach to the results on the other have led to a piecemeal
approach which may in future turn out to be artificial and sometimes even
erroneous. There is certainly something implausible about the multipli-
cation of ‘types’ sometimes only a few kilometres apart. Historians unhappy
with this piecemeal approach have sought to group the identified types’
together into broad chronological categories though some of these may in
time themselves turn out to be defectlve or inadequate.

Oldowan!

This culture is characterized everywhere by worked pebbles (choppers).
Recent discoveries bearing on the origins of man confirm the existence of the
earliest human traces not only in other parts of Africa but also in the Nile
valley. From 1949 onwards very early evidence of the presence of these
hominids, in the shape of pebbles barely worked into crude tools, came to
light at Nuri and Wawa, in the Sudan, but these isolated surface finds were
not enough to amount to definite proof. It was not until 1971, following
systematic research at Thebes, that it was possible to be certain on this
point. Here the exploration of twenty-five alluvial deposits dating from the
early Quaternary yielded a rich harvest of these primitive tools. The

1. This period takes its name from the finds at Olduvai Gorge (see Chapter 28 below);
it was sometimes earlier known as the pre-Acheulian or Archaic Palaeolithic.


































































African .
prehistoric art

J. KI-ZERBO

Introduction

As soon as man appears on the scene there are tools, but there is also art. The
words Homo faber, Homo artifex hold good for African prehistory.

For thousands of years, prehistoric remains on this continent have been
subjected to the depredations of man and the elements. Even in prehistoric
times people sometimes perpetrated acts of destruction through ritual
iconoclasm. Foreign troops, colonial settlers, tourists, oil men and
indigenous inhabitants still engage in the depredations and ‘bare-faced
looting’ to which L. Balout refers in his preface to the booklet produced as a
guide to the exhibition on ‘The Sahara before the desert’.?

By and large, prehistoric art is found mainly in the high plateaux and
uplands of Africa. The mountain ranges, and the depressions, river basins
and forest lowlands of the equatorial zone are far less rich in this respect.

In the areas where the largest number of finds occur, sites are mainly
located in cliffs on the edges of the uplands, especially where they overhang
the thalwegs of existing or fossil water courses. The two most important
areas are the Sahara and southern Africa. In the zone bounded on the north
by the Atlas mountains, on the east by the Red Sea, on the south by the
tropical forest and on the west by the Atlantic, hundreds of sites have been
found, containing tens or perhaps hundreds of thousands of engravings and
paintings. Some of them are now known throughout the world, thanks to the
work of French, Italian, English, American and, increasingly, African
prehistorians. Examples are found in southern Oran and the Tassili N’Ajjer
(e.g. Jabbaren, Sefar, Tissoukai and Djanet) in Algeria; in southern
Morocco; in the Fezzan (Libya); in Air and Ténéré (Niger); in Tibesti

1. H. Lhote tells of the French troops in Algeria in 1954 who put a coat of oil paint
over the magnificent elephant panel at Hadjra Mahisserat so as to be able to photograph it
better. Others riddled with machine-gun bullets the near wall of the great scorpion carving
at Garet Et-Taleb. At Beni Ounif the carved copingstones were taken down and used as
building material; and so on. See H. Lhote, 1976. But even some scholars are not blameless:
many pieces were cut up and shipped to Vienna by Emil Holub at the end of the
nineteenth century.





























































































Origins, development and
expansion of agricultural
techniques

R. PORTERES! and J. BARRAU

Ideas about the origins of agriculture have for a long time been pervaded by
some measure of ethnocentricity. The tendency was (and sometimes still is)
to think that a ‘Neolithic Revolution’; as defined by Gordon Childe,?
occurred in an agricultural and pastoral cradle in the Near East, and that this
was not simply the birthplace for the cultivation of major cereals like
wheat and barley and of animal husbandry (goats, sheep and later cattle),
which are the very foundation of western material civilization, but also
the genesis of civilization itself, at any rate so far as the Old World was
concerned. It is no doubt true that archaeological research after the Second
World War and especially during the last twenty years has to some extent
modified this narrow and somewhat self-centred point of view. Recent
research has confirmed the importance of the Fertile Crescent in the history
of world agriculture, but it has also thrown light on the role of other regions
in this major change in the life of man, a change to the production of
foodstuffs which previously had been merely collected from the natural
environment. The result has been a clearer appreciation of the significance
of agricultural inventions and plant domestication in America* and of the
relatively earlier development of a cradle of agriculture in tropical south-

1. Note by Jacques Barrau: Roland Portéres, Professor at the Musée national d’histoire
naturelle de Paris, died on 20 March 1974. Entrusted by the International Scientific
Committee for the Drafting of a General History of Africa with preparing this chapter on
the origins and development of agricultural techniques, he had worked out an outline, but
this was one of his last tasks. Taking this unfinished work of his and basing myself on his
many published works, on his notes and on the numerous discussions that I had had with
him on this subject, I have endeavoured to complete the task while remaining faithful to
Porteres’s passionate interest in the fascinating character of Africa, of its regions, its peoples
and its civilizations. While acknowledging its imperfections, I offer this contribution to his
work as a tribute to the teacher and the friend who has done so much for a better under-
standing of the agriculture and the cultivated plants of the African continent.

2. V. G. Childe, 1954.

3. See, for example, R. J. Braidwood, 1960.

4. See, for example, R. S. MacNeish, 1964.

























































Discovery and diffusion of
metals and development of
social systems up to the
fifth century before our era
J. VERCOUTTER

In the general history of Africa the Nile valley plays a special part. Despite
the difficulties — sometimes greatly exaggeratedI — presented by the
cataracts, the Nile, 6500 kilometres long, is a channel of north-south
communication and transcontinental trade that should not be under-
estimated. Descending from the north, beyond the 16th parallel and the
deserts of Baiyuda in the west and Butana in the east, the Nile valley gives
access to a region of annual rains and to the great east—west route across
Africa, stretching from the Atlantic to the Red Sea, through the valleys
and depressions of the Niger and the Chad, the plateaux of Darfur and
Kordofan, and the piedmont plains of the Atbara and Baraka. Thus to the
advantages of a north—south line of communication running from the great
equatorial lakes to the Mediterranean are added those of an east—west line,
with the Nile Basin giving access to the basins of the Zaire, the Niger and
the Senegal.

So the vast area occupying the north-east corner of the continent is of
primary importance for the early history of Africa. Unfortunately it has still
not been properly explored archaeologically or historically. The lower part
of the Nile valley, from the Second Cataract to the Mediterranean, is
comparatively well known, thanks to the efforts of the archaeologists who
have been investigating it since the beginning of the nineteenth century up
to the present day. But such is not the case with the middle part of the valley,
between the Second and the Sixth Cataracts, nor with the upper part, from
Khartoum to the Great Lakes, nor, above all, with the desert areas on either
side of the Nile and its tributaries, all practically untouched by archaeology
and known to history only through hypotheses too often based on
insufficient or even defective observation.

This chapter will be set out in an order that is both chronological and
geographical. It will deal with two periods. The first extends from the
Neolithic to the beginnings of the third millennium, when written evidence,
and consequently history, appears in the lower Nile valley: proceeding from

1. On the cataracts and their real or imaginary difficulties, the most detailed work is still
that of A. Chelu, 1891, pp. 30—73, which described each cataract and gives charts of the
navigable channels.








































































Conclusion: from nature in the raw to
liberated humanity

J. KI-ZERBO

The preceding chapters amply demonstrate the major role Africa played
at the dawn of human history. Placed today on the periphery of the
technically developed world, Africa and Asia were in the forefront of
progress for the first 15000-0dd centuries of world history, from the time
of Australopithecus and Pithecanthropus. As we now know, Africa was the
principal scene both of man’s emergence as the royal species of the planet,
and of the emergence of a political society. But this role of eminence in
prehistory was to be replaced during the historical period of the last 2000
years by a ‘law’ of development hallmarked by exploitation and reduction
to the role of a tool.

Africa, man’s homeland?

Although there cannot be any absolute certainty in the-matter, if only
because the history of human origins, the hidden history of mankind, is not
yet entirely exhumed, discoveries so far made point to Africa as one of the
great, if not the prlnClpal centre of man’s development and this in spite of
the fact that excavations are still only in the initial stages and that the acidity
of African soils has consumed most fossil remains. Kenyapithecus
(Kenyapithecus wickeri), considered by some to be the initiator of the human
dynasty, appeared 12 million years ago. Ramapithecus of Asia is but one of its
varieties which probably spread to India from Africa. But Australopithecus
(Australopithecus africanus or afarensis) is incontestably the first- hominid,
the biped explorer of the savannahs of eastern and central Afrlca
casts from whose endocranium reveal a development of the frontal and
parietal lobes of the brain indicative of an already advanced level of
intellectual faculties. Thereafter came the Zinjanthropes and the variety
bearing the prestigious name of Homo habilis, the first humans who represent
a new leap upward in the progression towards the status of modern Man.
There follow the Archanthropes (Pithecanthropes and Atlanthropes), the
Paleanthropes or Neanderthalians, and finally the Homo sapiens type (the
Man of Elmenteita in Kenya, of Kibish in Ethiopia) of whom many authors
have noted the frequently negroid features in the upper Aurignacian period.








































































































































































































































































	Contents
	List of figures
	List of plates
	List of tables



