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The Horn and North
Africa, 1935—45:
crises and change

Tayeb CHENNTOUF

In the fourth and fifth decades of the twentieth century, the Horn and
North Africa were, like other regions, shaken by two major upheavals —
the world recession and the Second World War. The 1930s saw the
beginning of a series of crises and changes deepened and accelerated by
the war. In the post-war period, after many difficulties, new equilibria
were established; they were at once threatened by political movements
that had emerged from the war strengthened and more determined.
Almost half a century later, as the archives are opened to historians, much
has been written about this recent past in the correct belief that the years
1930—45 did indeed represent a turning point in contemporary history.
Many questions of course remain unanswered or the subject of debate,
but it is possible today to present an overview that indicates where gaps
presently exist and the points that are still controversial.

The Horn and North Africa, 1935—40

From 1935 to 1940, economic and social crises arose.

Economy and society

The economies that had become sensitive to the international market
were affected with differences in timing by the reversal of the world
economic situation. Rapid population growth and urbanization, less depen-
dent on the global economy, were affected by slower and older movements.

The greatest difficulties arise in determining the relative shares of the
world economic crisis and its knock-on effects and the strictly endogenous
difficulties of the local economies.

The economies of North Africa and the Horn had been integrated into
world trade since at least the second half of the nineteenth century and
their economies had, in varying degrees, been shaped by legislation
prepared by the colonial powers; they thus proved to be sensitive to any
international fluctuations. Any shift in trade had repercussions on local
economies because of the importance of external trade, notably with
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Tropical and equatorial
Africa under French,
Portuguese and Spanish
domination, 1935—45

Majhemout DIOP in collaboration with
David BIRMINGHAM, Ivan HRBEK,
Alfredo MARGARIDO and

Djibril Tamsir NIANE

Introduction

Tropical and equatorial Africa under French, Portuguese and Spanish
domination stretched from the Cape Verde Islands in the Atlantic to
Mozambique in the Indian Ocean. The French colonies formed a con-
tinuous block surrounding various British enclaves of greater or lesser
size. The Portuguese colonies included three pieces of territory on the
continent and two archipelagos, all far distant from one another. The
southern Spanish colony of the area linked the mainland Rio Muni and
the insular Fernando Poo, while the northern one controlled the Saharan
coast.

The period between 1935 and 1945 has been called ‘the golden age of
colonization’ and looked upon as the zenith of the colonial era, but these
descriptions give a false impression of the real situation and this alleged
‘golden age’ ended during the great economic crisis of the 1930s." What
is closer to the truth is that the years 1935 to 1945 constituted ‘the golden
decade’ of right-wing extremism in Europe. These were the years of the
triumph and subsequent collapse of fascist ambition. The colonies of four
European imperial powers were profoundly affected by these fascist trends
in the core but in very complex ways. The empires of Italy, Portugal,
Spain and France experienced the traumas of Europe at war with itself —
but Africa was not a passive sufferer.

As indicated elsewhere in this volume, fascism in Italy resulted in the
Italian invasion of Ethiopia and Africa’s resistance to that aggression
(1935—-41). However, it is to the empires of Portugal, Spain and France
that this chapter addresses itself.

Spain experienced in the mid-1930s a deeply divisive civil war. Portugal

1. ‘Everywhere, colonialism is in open crisis’, as A. Sarraut wrote (1931, p. 219), quoted
by J. Suret-Canale, 1964, p. 567.

58






















































Africa under British and
Belgian domination, 1935—45

MICHAEL CROWDER®*

Can British- and Belgian-dominated Africa be fruitfully
examined together?

At the outset, the task of comparing British and Belgian rule in Africa
might appear a difficult, if not eccentric, enterprise, so apparently different
were they in character. At best one might, in the way of university
examinations, compare and contrast British rule in Nigeria with that of
Belgian rule in the Congo (now Zaire). But Britain controlled 16 territories
in Africa during the period 1935—45, if we exclude South Africa, which
was effectively independent after 1931, and Egypt, whose ‘independence’
was severely curtailed by the presence of British troops on its territory,
particularly during the war. By contrast Belgium had only one enormous
colony, the Congo, and the tiny mandated territory of Ruanda—Urundi
(now Rwanda and Burundi) under its rule. After 1925 it was administered
as part of the Congo just as the British mandated territory of the Togo
was administered as part of the Gold Coast (now Ghana).

Unlike France, which maintained a largely uniform system of admin-
istration for its 14 tropical African colonies, Britain devised a variety of
administrative systems for the government of its African dependencies
with the result that generalization becomes extremely hazardous. These
ranged from Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), where the white-settler
community had gained control of its internal affairs since 1923, to the
neighbouring Bechuanaland Protectorate (now Botswana) where dikgost,
or ‘chiefs’ in colonial parlance, had considerable control over the day-to-
day government of their own people.’

The problems of generalizing about British rule in Africa are further
compounded by the fact that within one territory several different systems
of rule might be operating simultaneously. Thus Africans in the sparsely
populated Bechuanaland Protectorate could be administered in any one

* Deceased in 1988. The author wished to thank J. F. Ade Ajayi and N. Parsons for
their comments on the first drafts of this chapter.

1. For the methods employed by the British to administer their African sub;ects see
Lord Hailey, 1957, which is still invaluable.
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Seek ye first the
political kingdom

ALI A. MAZRUI

‘Seek ye first the political kingdom, and all things shall be added unto
you.”” When he said that, Kwame Nkrumah was convinced that political
independence was the key to all other improvements in the African
condition. Underlying the statement was a philosophy about the primacy
of politics in human affairs — a radically different philosophy from economic
determinism. Had Nkrumah been a thorough-going Marxist he would
have been tempted to proclaim ‘Seek ye first the economic kingdom — and
all else will be added unto it.’

And yet, in a colonial situation, Kwame Nkrumah’s political primacy
was at least partially right. Colonial Africa did initially have to seek
political sovereignty before anything else could be added unto it. What
Nkrumah overlooked was a simple distinction in the science of logic —
the distinction between what was a sufficient condition and what was a
necessary condition. Political sovereignty (or ‘the political kingdom’) was
indeed a necessary condition before Africa could fulfil or realize any of
her other fundamental aspirations. But by itself political sovereignty was
not enough — it was not a sufficient condition. It was simply not true
that ‘all else would be added unto it’.

By the 1980s, in Nkrumah’s own country, Ghana, the conditions
seemed to testify to an opposite conclusion from what Nkrumah had in
mind. Ghana’s situation in the early 1980s seemed cruelly to proclaim:
‘Seek ye first the political kingdom — and all else will be subtracted from
it". The economy was worse than it was on attainment of political
sovereignty; the educational system had deteriorated; roads had dis-
integrated, railways rusted, telephones had gone silent and the rest of the
infrastructure was in decay. A Ghanaian diaspora had come into being —
many of the most gifted Ghanaians had scattered to the four corners of
the world. Ghanaian cocoa was masquerading as Ivorian in search of
greater returns. If there had indeed been a wager between Ghana’s
founder-president, Nkrumah, and the Céte d’Ivoire’s founder-president,
Houphouét-Boigny, concerning the value of their contrasting models, the

1. K. Nkrumah, 1957, p. 164.
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North Africa and
the Horn

Ivan HRBEK*

At the end of the Second World War no country of the region was free
from foreign political and military control. Even in the formally inde-
pendent states such as Ethiopia and Egypt, there was a strong British
military presence which exercised influence on political life. A further
feature of the post-war period was the demise of Italy as a colonial power.
All its former colonies — Somalia, Eritrea and Libya — were conquered
during the war by the Allies and remained under British — and in the
case of Fezzan in Libya, also French — military occupation. Their future
had to be decided at an international level.

The Maghreb

Although in the three Maghreb countries under French domination, the
defeat of France in 1940 had seriously weakened its position of authority,
all the post-war French governments did their utmost to regain their
hold; they even introduced a more oppressive regime after a war which was
claimed to have been fought to liberate people from foreign domination. It
was that rigid attitude that led to the disastrous colonial war in French
Indochina (now Vietnam) whose people did not see any justice in the
French claim to re-occupy a colony which they virtually had lost to the
Japanese. Although in 1954 the military catastrophe at Dien-Bien-Phu
led the French government to the conference table at Geneva where
France bid farewell to its South-Asian colonial empire, the French
politicians — like the Bourbons — did not learn the lessons of history.
True, some cosmetic reforms were undertaken in the three Maghreb
countries but the colonial situation of dependence, exploitation, lack of
political liberties, and a special dose of French cultural arrogance in
addition, remained unchanged. In Chapter 2 we saw how the French
colonial administration reacted against the wave of national protests in
the last years of the war and in its aftermath.

* Deceased in 1993.
1. On the history of the post-war Maghreb, R. Le Tourneau, 1962; and S. Amin, 1965;
19702 and 1970b.
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West Africa 1945-60

Jean SURET-CANALE and A. Adu BOAHEN

Introduction

The end of the Second World War and the victory. of the Allies could
not fail to raise immense hopes in the peoples of Africa subjected to
colonial domination. The defeat of fascism was the defeat of a doctrine
which was based on racism, the exaltation of brute force and the denial
of the right of peoples. to self-determination; it was, implicitly, the
condemnation of colonialism whose principles — or practice — rested on
similar bases. Already in 1941, the Atlantic Charter had placed among
the Allies’ war aims ‘the right of all peoples to choose the form of
government under which they will live’. In the minds of the signatories,
that was supposed only to apply to Europe; but the African peoples seized
on it and demanded this right for themselves. In a memo entitled ‘The
Charter and British West Africa’, Azikiwe of Nigeria demanded immediate
reforms and representative government. G. E. Moore, a member of the
legislative council in Ghana also in a speech in 1943 claimed that if it
was ‘the right of all peoples to choose the form of government under
which they live it was a right to which the Africans share’, while in the
same year the Sherbro paramount chief, Albert George Caulker, demanded
that after the war the colonial authorities would surrender sovereign
power to the people of Sierra Leone in the spirit of the charter." Having
taken part in the war in the name of these principles, providing both
men and supplies (at least the French and British colonies), the peoples
of West Africa were thus to challenge the colonial regime.

The awakening of radical political forces in West Africa was assisted
by other factors. The first was the anti-colonialism of the two great victors
of the allied coalition, the USSR and the United States, even if it rested
on very different motivations. The second was the rise of the forces of
the left in France and Great Britain signified by Socialist-Communist
majority in the French Constituent Assembly of 1945 and the accession
to power of Labour in Great Britain,

1. P. O. Esedebe, 1971, p. 24; A. A. Boahen, 1986, pp. 141-2 A. A. Mazrui and
M. Tidy, 1984, pp. 13-14.
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Equatorial West
Africa

ELIKIA M’BOKOLO

How many paradoxes were strewn over the long ‘combat course’ of the
decolonization process for equatorial Africa! How many misunder-
standings, too, lay in wait, and how many disappointments when the
seemingly hardest and most decisive stages were passed!

First to fall under the colonial yoke, equatorial Africa was also one of
the last parts of the continent to win free from it. Portugal’s crafty seizure
of the Kongo kingdom and Angola dates right back to the period of the
‘discoveries’. And when modern colonial imperialism came to flourish in
the late nineteenth century, it was consolidated in the Congo basin with
the setting up in 1885, at the close of the Berlin Conference, of that
curious legal construction and inexhaustible source of profit known as the
‘Congo Free State’. On the other hand, the emancipation of the region
was not to be completed until 1975 — 15 years after the great wave of
accessions to independence.

Marked by unheard-of cruelties in the early days of colonization,
equatorial Africa was to invent a wide variety of methods, techniques and
ideologies to win its freedom. The turn of the last century is rightly
remembered everywhere as the most distressing period. Anti-colonial
protest ‘blossomed here in a hundred flowers and was made apparent
in all sorts of ways — peasant insurrections, politico-religious Messianism,
political and parliamentary agitation, urban revolts and strikes, people’s
liberation wars. .

Then the misunderstandings. Seldom have colonial powers been so
reluctant to release their prey. Brazzaville, for instance, a symbol of
freedom during the war, was in 1944 the scene of one of the most skilful
moves in French colonialism, for the authorities — meeting in the ‘capital
of Free France’ — while stating their firm intention to make far-reaching
changes in colonial practices, decided ‘to rule out any idea of autonomy,
any possibility of development outside the French empire bloc [or] of
instituting self-government in the colonies, even in the distant future’.?

1. Adapted from Mao Zedong’s rallying-call: ‘Let a hundred flowers blossom’; M.
Zedong, 1966, p. 126.
2. For further details, see E. M’Bokolo, 1982, pp. 190—3.

192























































































The struggle for
political sovereignty in
Eastern Africa, 1945
to independence

Michael TWADDLE in collaboration with
Lucile RABEARIMANANA and
Isaria N. KIMAMBO

‘Eastern Africa’ for the purposes of this chapter includes not only the
former British-ruled colonies of Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania (then the
separate territories of Tanganyika and Zanzibar), Malawi (then Nyasaland),
and Zambia (then Northern Rhodesia), but the great island of Madagascar
previously administered by France along with the Comoro Islands and
Reunion, and also the islands of Mauritius and the Seychelles formerly
governed by Britain. During the Second World War, Kenya became the
centre of Britain’s East African empire, especially after the fall of Singapore
to the Japanese, and differences between the ‘haves’ and the ‘have-nots’
increased dramatically as the country’s importance as a source of raw
materials and food for Britain’s wartime effort increased. These growing
internal differences were to be a crucial cause of the single most important
example of anti-colonial insurgency to erupt anywhere in tropical Africa
against British colonial rule: the Mau Mau rebellion. But five years before
that particular rebellion broke, the French colonial presence on the great
island of Madagascar suffered a shock — also intimately influenced by the
global crisis of the Second World War — in the shape of the insurrection
of March 1947.

Madagascar”

There had been organized resistance in Madagascar to French colonization
from its very beginning, and some southern areas of Madagascar did not
lay down their arms until some ten years later. Before the First World
War a secret nationalist society was founded in Tananarive, the V7 Vato

1. This section is based upon an initial draft by M. Twaddle, one based upon original
research by L. Rabearimanana, and a final precis and revision by M. Twaddle: the views
expressed are essentially those of L. Rabearimanana. The section depends primarily upon
J. Tronchon, 1983; L. Rabearimanana, 1980a and 198ob; R. Litalien, 1975; C. Cadoux,
1969; P. Boiteau, 1982; A. Spacensky, 1970; and R. W. Rabemananjara, 1952.
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Southern Africa since

10|

David CHANAIWA

Introduction

In 1935 Southern Africa was already the most economically important part
of Africa in a global perspective. In the last third of the twentieth century
Southern Africa has also increasingly become the most strategically
important sub-region of Africa at the same time. The economic pre-
eminence arose primarily out of mineral wealth, vital for the West’s
industrial civilization. There was also large-scale agriculture and local
industrialization. The strategic pre-eminence has been a combination of
the wealth of the region and the rising importance of the Cape route for
sea-traffic between Asia and the Western world, including the traﬂic of
oil-tankers from the Gulf.

But there has been a third superlative which has profoundly affected
the history of the sub-region. This third vital force has been race. A part
of Africa which has been richest in mineral wealth (see Figure 10.1), and
increasingly critical in strategic location, has also been the most deeply
affected by the issue of race relations in this period of world history.’

This chapter is about that interplay between economy, strategy and race
in the fate of Southern Africa. But each of these forces in turn has
involved sub-themes. In the economic domain, the story of Southern
Africa is partly about /and, especially the struggle for the best and most
fertile land. The story is also about labour, both voluntary and forced —
both sedentary and migrant. Thirdly, the economic history of Southern
Africa is of course also about extractive capital — in the sense of capital
primarily derived from, or related to, mining activities. We shall address
these three economic sub-themes, and how they have affected this
particular perxod of Southern Afrlcan history.

The strategic importance of Southern Africa and the area’s location

1. For a general introduction to the history of Southern Africa in this period, see
E. H. Brookes, 1968; B. Davidson ez al., 1976; W. R. Duggan, 1973; J. Duffy, 1962;
G. M. Gerhart, 1979; R. H. Green et al., 1981; R. Gibson, 1972; P. Keatley, 1963;
C. R. Hill, 1964; and R. P. Stevens, 1967.
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Economic changes in
Africa in the world
H H context*

Catherine COQUERY-VIDROVITCH

The crisis of the 1930s not only upset the economy of the West, by
emphasizing the crucial role to be played henceforth by the United States,
but it also marked a decisive turning-point in the sense that economic
phenomena took on a global dimension. From then on, everything that
happened at the centre had repercussions all over the periphery, usually
through a strengthening of the economic ascendancy of the West.

The Second World War revealed the strategic importance of the
continent of Africa which had become a key, and hastened the spread of
the concept of the right to self-determination among the colonized peoples.

The euphoria of post-war reconstruction, with its plethora of infra-
structure investment conducive to industrialization, and the world crisis
that followed the Korean War (1951—2) and the Suez crisis (1956), were
followed in turn by a more difficult restructuring stage punctuated by
decolonization. The general recovery of the mid-1960s gave a momentary
impression of a ‘miracle’, but the drastic reversal of the situation that
followed in the 1970s brought about a further crisis in North—-South
relations, whose outcome is not yet foreseeable.

Coming out of the Great Depression

The 193o0s crisis, which represented a major upheaval for the economy of the
West, gave the signal for a fundamental restructuring of the world economy.

The cushioning role of the colonial system

The restructuring began with a defensive strategy, with colonial pro-
tectionism being momentarily strengthened.

France had not waited for the crisis to occur before introducing, in
1928, a colonial ‘Customs Union’ that facilitated falling back on the
empire: this involved reciprocal exemption from duty between the colonies
and the mother country and the application of at least the same customs
tariffs to foreign goods.’ The same thing happened in Great Britain where,

* Chapter written in 1986.
1. Law of 30 March 1928. See K. Hofther, 1939, p. 55.
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Agriculture and rural

H Z development since 1935

Maxwell OWUSU

Introduction

Agricultural policy and rural development in Africa have been distorted
in a variety of ways by the whole legacy of the colonial experience. Rural
effort and output have been hampered by a number of biases in policy
and process.

The bias which has been discussed the most is the export bias in African
agriculture, This chapter will examine the nature of this distortion in
production. The emphasis on cultivating crops for export has sometimes
resulted in dessert and beverage economies — economies which are based on
crops like tea, coffee, sugar and cocoa for the dessert confectionaries of
the Western world, while the African people themselves are short of such
basic foods as grain, meat and root crops. The export bias in African
agriculture was created during the colonial era, sometimes under white-
settler control in places like Algeria and Kenya. But the bias has persisted
in post-colonial Africa partly because of the need for foreign exchange
with which to import other products.

At its worst, Africa produces what it does not consume — and consumes
what it does not produce. Within the agricultural sector on its own that
generalization may not be fully valid, since the continent does produce
much (but by no means all) of the food it consumes. But the trend has
been towards importing a larger and larger percentage of the food needed
by the continent.

A number of factors are responsible for the expanding need for food
imports. These factors include expanding population (more mouths to
feed), changing consumption patterns (more wheat and rice being con-
sumed than before), the deteriorating infrastructure for agricultural pro-
duction (shortage of spare parts and decaying roads), and inadequate
incentives for local farmers either to produce more of the old food crops
(such as maize and root crops) or to start producing the new crops (rice
and wheat),

The cash crops are still the royal family of African agriculture —
attracting a disproportionate share of attention, reverence and resources.
The export bias in rural development is still triumphant.
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Industrial development

and urban growth,
13 | 5

Pierre KIPRE

Introduction

This chapter sets out to show that industrial development in Africa
inherited a heavy burden as a result of the unbalanced relations existing
between the continent under colonial rule and dominant Europe. It is
difficult now to turn that heritage to Africa’s advantage on account of a
host of objective and subjective inhibiting factors and impediments that
are both internal and external in origin. Thereafter, against the background
of the present-day urban explosion, it attempts to highlight some of the
reasons why the industrialization and urban growth of Africa are not
synchronous, or are only seldom so. This has the effect of further tilting
the social imbalances that are among the factors preventing genuine
economic development.

The questions we shall examine one by one will accordingly be:
industrialization policies in Africa since the 1930s; the main features of
industrial development in terms of both production and consumption;
and the part played by industrialization in the process of urban growth.

Industrialization policies in Africa from 1930-5 to 1980

Patterns of industrial development in Africa, at least from the 1930s to
1980s, were bound up with the implementation of industrialization policies
that had been more or less well thought out; overall, they bore some
relationship to the nature of external economic relations and to the general
goals of the continent’s economic development. While the former changed
little, the latter brought out the contrast between the colonial period and
the post-colonial era, having regard to the ambiguous status of countries
that were theoretically independent but whose economies were subject to
external control.

In terms of industrial development, it can be seen from an analysis of
policies and actual trends over the period from 1935 to 1980 that modern-
style industry in Africa was initially fostered in the mining sector, followed
by different levels of agricultural processing. The continent’s role was
seen as being that of a supplier of primary commodities in their more or
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Comparative strategies of
economic decolonization® in

Africa

Adebayo ADEDE]I

As soon as their countries became independent, African governments
were genuinely desirous of improving the standard of living of their
people by increasing their incomes and providing essential social services
and infrastructural facilities. All were virtually convinced that the most
rational way to bring about these changes was through economic planning.
Indeed, before African independence, the development literature had
featured debates as to whether or not to plan. However, in immediate
post-independence Africa, these debates were won hands-down by the
planners as post-independence governments came out soon after the
demise of colonial rule with a plan document responding to the perceived
development needs of the country and its people. But these plans, which
were more often than not prepared by foreigners with relatively little
experience of the countries concerned, were ‘lacking in real control,
political support or potential for implementation’.* It is therefore not
surprising that at least during the first independence decade, the decisions
as to the grand areas of development strategy or ideology were not
normally within the province of the planners. We must look elsewhere
for the pursuit of major strategic changes of direction. However, except
in the case of very few countries, concrete evidence is hard to come by
of a clearly articulated and coherent strategy of economic decolonization ~
in contrast to that of political decolonization to which all African countries
subscribe and which is pursued vigorously.

Yet, it should have been clear to all, even in those early days of
independence, that Africa marching toward the future hand-in-hand with
its colonial economic inheritance has no dignified future at all. Indeed, if
the truth must be told, the economic crisis that has engulfed the continent
since the second half of the 1970s has been largely the cumulative result
of the continued operation of the African economies within the framework
of the inherited colonial economic legacy. Unfortunately, it has taken the

1. We define ‘decolonization’ as the dismantling of colonial institutions and the
minimization of foreign control and power. Decolonization is not a gift from the imperial
powers: it needs the initiative of the oppressed.

2. G. K. Helleiner, 1972, p. 333.
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Nation-building and
changing political structures

J. Isawa ELAIGWU
in collaboration with

Ali A. MAZRUI

Africa’s supreme political struggle in the post-colonial era can be reduced
to two paramount longings — a striving to give greater coherence to
African nationhood, and a striving to lend greater stability to African
statehood. The crisis of nationhood is a crisis of flawed collective identity.
The crisis of statehood is a crisis of unstable authority. The two dramas
are inter-related but each has a logic of its own. Most independent African
countries are colonially—created szates struggling to become more coherent
nations. A country like Somalia, on the other hand, is an indigenous
nation struggling to become a more stable and more inclusive state. But
because nationhood and statehood in the twentieth century are inter-
related, both categories of countries continue to experience the twin crises
of identity and authority in the post-colonial era.

In many ways the greatest threat to national identity in independent
Africa is the legacy of artificial boundaries created by the colonial
powers. The greatest question mark hanging over stable statehood has
often been the standing army, which was also a creation of colonial
rule. Most African societies before colonialism created armies only
when needed in times of conflict. They did not have regiments
permanently under arms, whether there was conflict or not. They did
not have brigades consuming a large proportion of the resources of
the country. What colonialism created was a military machine with an
imported technology of destruction well ahead of the rest of the
infrastructure. Both African nationhood and African statehood have
been under pressure from the twin forces of artificial boundaries and
unstable civil-military relations.

However, in terms of planning for indigenous leadership, a central
dilemma for colonial policy-makers had been whether to maintain the
authority of traditional leaders and rulers or to cultivate a cadre of Western
or semi-Westernized intelligentsia. The British genuinely grappled with
that dilemma and never really resolved it, even in their own minds. Their
ideology of ‘indirect rule’ favoured traditional leaders where it was applied,
especially in Northern Nigeria. But from the 1930s onwards, colonial
policy-makers in the British tradition were also engaged in ‘colonial
development and welfare’ — which included the expansion of secondary
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Nation-building and

changing political values
ﬂ 6 Joseph KI-ZERBO, Ali A. MAZRUI and
Christophe WONDJ]1 in collaboration with
A. Adu BOAHEN

Introduction

Two familiar dialectics have conditioned political values in Africa during
the period since 1935 — the dialectic between collectivism and indi-
vidualism, on one side, and the dialectic between pluralism and national-
ism, on the other. Older traditions of collectivism have sometimes clashed
with newer forms of individualism; principles of pluralism have interacted
with the values of nationalism.

As we shall elaborate later, thinkers like Julius K. Nyerere of Tanzania
and Tom Mboya of Kenya identified traditional collectivism as a potential
foundation for modern forms of socialism. Mboya put it as follows:

Socialism . . . is a continuing tradition among our people. . . . It is
an attitude towards people practised in our societies and did not
need to be codified into a scientific theory in order to find existence.

Sékou Touré used traditional collectivism to deny almost all forms of
individualism in post-colonial Guinea.

Africa is fundamentally communocractic. The collective life and
social solidarity give it a basis of humanism which many peoples
will envy. These human qualities also mean that an individual cannot
imagine organising his life outside that of his family, village or clan.
. . . Intellectuals or artists, thinkers or researchers, their ability is
valid only if it coincides with the life of the people, it is integrated
into the activity, thinking and hopes of the populace.?

Sékou Touré used traditional collectivism against both individualism
and pluralism. The collectivist ideas also became part of the rationalization
of the one-party state in Guinea and elsewhere in post-colonial Africa.

We have shown elsewhere how, in his Philosophy of the Revolution,
Gamail ‘Abd al-Nasser married nationalism to Egypt’s three overlapping
circles — the Arab, Muslim and African circles, within each of which

1. T. Mboya, 1963a.
2. Cited in C. Wauthier, 1966, pp. 173-4.
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Religion and social
evolution

Tshishiku TSHIBANGU
in collaboration with
J. F. Ade AJAYI 4nd Lemin SANNEH

Introduction

Our society is not the ancient society but a new society broadened
by Euro-Christian and Islamic influences. So, a new ideology is
necessary, an ideology that can be stated in a philosophical definition,
but which is at the same time an ideology which does not abandon
Africa’s original and human principles . . . an ideology whose aims
will be to contain the African experience of the Islamic and Euro-
Christian presence as well as the experience of African traditional
society.’

Religion, it has been said, impregnates the entire texture of individual
and commercial life in Africa. The African is ‘profoundly, incurably a
believer, a religious person’. To him, religion is not just a set of beliefs
but a way of life, the basis of culture, identity and moral values. Religion
is an essential part of the tradition that helps to promote both social
stability and creative innovation.? It is therefore not surprising that in his
agenda for social transformation and in the search for a new ideology to
guide that transformation, Nkrumah saw in religion a resource to be
utilized as well as a problem to be contained. He sees African society as
rooted in traditional religion and broadened by Euro-Christian and Islamic
influences. As a resource, he sees the new ideology as a ‘gestation’ of the
three religious traditions in Africa. And yet if ‘social harmony’ is to result,
the religious factor has to be constrained: the new ideology should be
one that ‘can be stated in a philosophical definition’ — that is to say, in
secular terms without abandoning the basic values of African traditional
religion or the African historical experience of both Islam and Christianity.

The problem of religion in African social transformation arises from
both the strength and the plurality of religion. Traditional African religion
was, among other things, a vehicle for exploring the forces of nature and
for systematizing new knowledge both of the human and the physical

1. K. Nkrumah, 1964, pp. 93-7.
2. See Présence Africaine, 1972; V. Mulago, 1980; M. Glél¢, 1981.
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Language and social

H ‘ change

Alfal. SOW and
Mohamed H. ABDULAZIZ

The most salient features of this period have been the consolidation of
traditional colonialism and racism, with their far-reaching language and
cultural policies; the struggle of the African peoples for self-determination
and independence; the emergence of neo-colonialism, which has altered
the language and cultural situation; and the incipient African awareness
of the importance of preserving and developing national cultures and
languages.
The period can be divided into three parts:

(1) 1935 to 1960, when African languages were being confronted
with the danger of assimilation;

(2) 1960 to 1982, when a new language and cultural policy was being
shaped; and

(3) on the horizon of the year 2000: important challenges as from
1982,

African languages and the danger of assimilation:
1935—60

The colonial powers, each acting according to its inclination, its chosen
course of action, its interests at the time, and its ability to enlist differing
numbers of middle-grade administrators to run its empire, either engaged
in a straightforward policy of linguistic, educational and cultural assimi-
lation or else adopted a selective and more subtle approach. For instance,
the French colonial administration, with its centralizing bent, set out to
integrate the Africans into its education system, which it looked upon as
being universally valid. On the other hand, the pragmatic British stood
resolutely aloof from the ‘natives’ and introduced the use of African
languages in the early years of primary schooling, especially for such
subjects as history and geography, religious instruction, natural history,
and so on. In reality, this practice paved the way for the learning of
English.
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The development of
modern literature since

1935

Ali A. MAZRUI

in collaboration with the late

Mario de ANDRADE,

Mhamed ALAOUI ABDALAOUI,
Daniel P. KUNENE gnd Jan VANSINA

The period since the 1930s is precisely the era which has witnessed the
most extensive flowering of written literature in Africa.’ As formal
education and literacy expanded, and African access to university edu-
cation increased significantly, a reservoir of literate Africans was created
from which new writers finally emerged. And an expanding pool of
potential readers of and Iisteners to African literature came into being.
Although the short story, the essay and the biography as literary genres
were by no means insignificant, the most basic forms of creative literature
in this period of African history were, first, poetry and rhetoric; secondly,
drama and the theatre; and, thirdly, the novel. Perhaps the easiest to
accommodate with indigenous tradition were rhetoric and poetry. Africa
had had poets, orators and composers of songs almost since the beginning
of language itself. The interplay between indigenous poetic and oratorical
traditions and the new forms of the Western world was in many ways
the least painful area of culture contact in literature.

But if poetry was the most indigenous form of literature on the continent,
the novel was the most alien. Even in the Western world the novel was
primarily a product of the nineteenth century and of the industrial rev-
olution. Of course story-telling as such was primordial in both the West and
Africa. Hence the transition to short stories was not so difficult. Griots in
West Africa go back at least a millennium. Complexity of material was not
a problem. After all, very long and complex epics were told in Africa. But
the novel as an art-form which fuses a single story with characterization,
plot and narrative went beyond the conventions of the griot. Of all the
literary forms which burst their way into Africa during European colonial
rule, the novel was in many ways the most purely European.

This chapter discusses the main themes expressed in literature as they
relate to the general history of Africa without attempting to give a

1. This chapter is greatly indebted to earlier work by A. A. Mazrui, especially A. A.
Mazrui, 19753, and A. A. Mazrui and M. Bakari, 1986a and 1986b.
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Arts and society

Z @ since 1935

Jan VANSINA

Everywhere in Africa today we witness an astonishing creative outburst
of the arts, bewildering in their diversity and welling up in all social
strata. Many of the new trends in the arts date from the latter half of
the colonial period. Indeed, some pioneers are still active today. After all,
only two generations have elapsed since 1935. In this short interval of
time, however, the pursuit of the arts has been so rich and diverse that
this chapter can do no more than set out the major lines of development.’

At the outset, a few general social and cultural features affecting all of
the arts must be enumerated, as they provided a matrix for all of them.
These include the waxing, but uneven, impact of Europe, the growth of
the cities, the increasingly sharp social stratifications resulting in the
formation of new classes, the industrial division of time which created
leisure time, a time for the practice and the enjoyment of the arts, the
prestige attached to technicity and technical training, the changing place
and role of the artist in society from artisan to cultural diviner, the
changing attitudes towards works of art and their uses, the alteration of
values in general and especially the shifts in religious values. Focuses for
artistic production have multiplied, providing new patronage. These
include not only centres of government, churches and temples or mosques,
but also bars, dance halls, military institutions, schools and museums.
Older centres such as palaces, masquerades, shrines, religious festivals
and initiation schools still exist, but have been waning. The phenomenon
of fashion has gained in intensity and its impulses originate in fewer
centres now, usually major cities such as Cairo, Tunis, Algiers, Fez,
Nairobi, Lagos, Dakar, Kinshasa, Luanda or Soweto. This reflects typical
patterns of increased conspicuous consumption® and the pull of élites as

1. The two general bibliographies are L. J. P. Gaskin, 1965, and D. Coulet-Western,
1975. The earlier work by T. Heyse, 1950, is still useful. Journals reporting on the arts
are African Arts, Présence africaine, Afrique littéraire et artistigue and West Africa. The
acquisition lists of the National Museum of African Art (Washington) provide another
source of current bibliography. More restricted bibliographies or general works are listed
under each section.

2. T. Veblen, 1899, 1981 edn, pp. 185—7 and in general pp. 66-101.
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Trends in philosophy

and science in Africa
H Ali A, MAZRUI and }J. F. Ade AJAY1
in collaboration with

A. Adu BOAHEN and Tshishiku
TSHIBANGU

This chapter is dedicated to the memory of Cheikh Anta Diop

Introduction’

What does political subordination do to philosophy and science in a given
society? The whole of Africa has been under varying degrees of foreign
domination throughout the entire period since 1935, even when nominal
political independence has been achieved. One central question for this
chapter to consider, therefore, is the impact of this subordinate condition
upon Africa’s pool of knowledge and expertise. Was colonialism a new
stimulus for scientific advances and technological change? Was Africa’s
formal philosophy enriched by colonialism? Was African philosophy
actually born out of Africa’s interaction with the Western world? Or did
colonialism have an inhibiting effect on both philosophy and science?

We propose to demonstrate that partly because of colonialism, the
contribution of African scientists to the total pool of human knowledge
has been comparatively modest in the period since 1935. But we also
hope to show that science has always been too important to be measured
purely in terms of the activities of scientists. Just as history is not made
by historians but by society, so science is not developed only by scientists
but by the wider community. We hope to demonstrate how African
society became one of the pillars of Western science and technology,
precisely by being colonized. While colonialism made it difficult for
science and technology to develop within Africa itself, the same colonial
condition became a transmission belt for Africa’s material contribution to
science and technology in the Western world.

But African realities are not simply a derivative of colonialism. A more
powerful force in Africa than the colonial experience is African culture
itself. A survey of the trends in science and technology in Africa must

1. The authors of this chapter acknowledge with gratitude the stimulation and research
help provided by Marcien Towa, Malu wa Kalenga and C. Wondji.
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Education and social

change
Z Z Aklilu HABTE and Teshome WAGAW

in collaboration with
J. F. Ade AJAYI

Introduction

Education is the mechanism by which a society generates the knowledge
necessary for its survival and sustenance and transmits this from one
generation to another, largely through processes of instructions to the
young. It could be informal in the home, at the workplace or in the
playground. More usually, it is formalized and is conducted in places and
contexts specially set apart for the guidance of the young and the
edification of older people. The young are trained to acquire knowledge,
skills and aptitudes necessary both for preserving and defending the basic
institutions and values of society, as well as for adapting these to meet
changing circumstances and new challenges.’

In pre-colonial Africa, as we have seen in earlier volumes, there were
different systems of education performing these tasks in different parts
of the continent. Notably, there were three main patterns: the indigenous,
the Islamic, and what may be called the Afro-Christian, that is the early
Christian traditions that survived in Ethiopia and among the Copts of
Egypt.* Within both the Islamic and Afro-Christian traditions, society
had great respect for literacy and learning: they helped to unlock the
mysteries of the Holy Kur’an (Koran) and the Holy Scriptures, and they
also tended to be confined largely to rulers and priests, the two most
highly respected groups in society. Otherwise, the cultures remained
predominantly oral. The effort of European and American missionaries
in the nineteenth century to spread Christianity in Africa stimulated
Western education. It expanded the scope of literacy not only in European
languages, but also in several African languages, many of them being
written for the first time in newly-devised schemes of orthography in
Roman letters, thus in many cases superseding earlier attempts to write
some of the languages in the Arabic script.

1. P. C. Lloyd, 1972, pp. 160 fl. The authors also gratefully acknowledge the
contribution of Mary Achatz, School of Education, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor,
USA.

2. A. A. Mazrui and T. G. Wagaw, 1985; J. F. A, Ajayi, 1985
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Africa and its diaspora

since 1935
Joseph E. HARRIS

in collaboration with
Slimane ZEGHIDOUR

In the twentieth century and especially after World War I, it was
the American Negro who spoke forcefully for African Negro rights
during the making of the Treaty of Versailles and the formation of
the League of Nations at a time when we were not in a position to
speak for ourselves.'

We must never forget that they [diaspora blacks] are part of us.
These sons and daughters of Africa were taken away from our shores,

and . . . they have not forgotten their ancestral links . . . Long
before many of us were even conscious of our own degradation,
these men fought for African national and racial equality . . . Now

that we in Africa are marching towards the complete emancipation
of this continent, our independent status will help in no small
measure their efforts to attain full human rights and dignity as
citizens of their country.?

The greatest service you could render your country would be to
influence thousands of Black people in the U.S.A. and the West
Indies and let them come and help us develop Ethiopia.?

The quotations above clearly show that the historically dynamic relation-
ship between continental Africa and its diaspora, which were discussed
in the previous volumes, continued after 1935. That relationship survived
the slave trade to Asia, Europe, the Americas and elsewhere, and was
sustained in host countries abroad by psychological and social experiences
which led to protests, revolts and the development of international efforts
to liberate themselves and to assure freedom and equality for Africans
and their descendants abroad. While the type, demography and severity
of slavery, as well as the ratio of slaves to master, greatly influenced the
- socialization process and thus helped to shape the diaspora African’s
perspective of Africa, so too did the colonial experience of continental
Africans mould their views of African people overseas. In both situations

1. A. Diop, 1958.
2. K. Nkrumah, 1958a.
3. M. Bayen, 1939.
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Pan-Africanism and
regional integration

S. K. B. ASANTE

in collaboration with
David CHANAIWA

The early history of pan-Africanism, which has been defined as ‘a political
and cultural phenomenon which regards Africa, Africans and African
descendants abroad as a unit, and aims at the regeneration and unification
of Africa and the promotion of a feeling of solidarity among the people
of the African world’," has been dealt with in Volume VII of this history
while other aspects of it were discussed in Chapter 23 of this volume.
There are, however, two other aspects of that phenomenon since 1935
which have not been dealt with, namely, pan-Africanism as an integrative
force and pan-Africanism as a movement of liberation. The former forms
the theme of this chapter and the latter, that of the following chapter.
As an integrative force which aims at achieving political, cultural and
economic unity or co-operation in Africa, the history of pan-Africanism
falls into three distinct phases: the colonial phase from 1935 to 1957; the
independence phase from 1957 to the 1960s, which has been described
as the heyday of pan-Africanism as a movement of liberation; and the
third phase since the 1970s. During this last phase, pan-Africanism as an
integrative force received a great deal of impetus following the dramatic
changes in the world economy and the serious repercussions which these
have had on the economies of Africa.

Though pan-Africanism as a movement of integration was vigorously
pursued in the 1920s, as seen in the activities of the Congress of British
West Africa, which included the formation of a British West African
University, a West African Press Union and a British West African Co-
operative Association, and those of student societies such as the West
African Students Union (WASU), it lost its attraction in the 1930s and
1940s, the heyday of colonialism in Africa. It was revived in the 1940s
to some extent, thanks to the activities of Nkrumah and Padmore in
London and the Senegalese Alioune Diop. As early as 1942, Nkrumah
insisted that all the West African colonies ‘must first unite and become
a national entity, absolutely free from the encumbrances of foreign rule,
before they can assume the aspect of international cooperation on a grand

1. P. O. Esedebe, 1980, p. 14.
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Pan-Africanism and
liberation

Edem KODJO and David CHANAIWA

If pan-Africanism as a movement of integration witnessed some successes
in the late 1950s and early 1960s, experienced fluctuating fortunes and
failures from about the mid-1960s onwards, and from the mid-1970s
received a great deal of impetus, pan-Africanism as a movement of
liberation rather attained the peak of its achievements during the first
decade of African independence — the heyday of pan-Africanism as a
movement of liberation. However, from the late 1g60s onwards, it became
more of a broken reed, having survived only up to the attainment
of independence. Following independence, the unifying spirit of pan-
Africanism, the fight against the colonial powers, was no longer strong
in some African states, despite the protracted Southern Africa conflict,
that unfinished business of independent Africa.

Though pan-Africanism originated in the New World in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries as an integral part of the black liberation
struggle against white domination and exploitation, and though the earliest
manifestation of pan-Africanism and liberation were in the forms of
African-American religious separatism which later spread to Africa, pan-
Africanism as a movement of liberation in Africa itself dates, as has been
pointed out in Chapter 23, from the fascist Italian invasion of Ethiopia
in 1935 and above all from the Pan-African Congress at Manchester in
October 1945. For the first time in the history of the pan-African
movement, African delegates predominated at the Manchester Congress
and the focus of the discussions was the liberation of colonized Africa.
The congress was organized by a Special International Conference
Secretariat consisting of Dr Peter Milliard of British Guiana as
chairman, R. T. Makonnen of the West Indies as treasurer, Kwame
Nkrumah of Ghana and George Padmore of Trinidad as joint
secretaries, Peter Abrahams of South Africa as publicity secretary and
Jomo Kenyatta of Kenya as assistant-secretary. Altogether, there were
over 200 participants, mostly from British colonies in Africa, among
whom were some future presidents of independent states. DuBois,
the veteran pan-Africanist, as the permanent chairman of all the
sessions.
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Africa and the capitalist
countries

CHINWEIZU

Three evils in modern history have coloured Africa’s relationship with
the capitalist world — the slave trade, imperialism and racism. Was the
link between capitalism and the three evils inevitable? Or can capitalism
be divorced from those ominous forces?

In a previous period of Africa’s relationship with the capitalist world,
it was certainly demonstrated that mature capitalism could comfortably
survive the abolition of the slave trade. Indeed, the leading capitalist
power of the nineteenth century (England) became also the leading
abolitionist power.

Two of the most basic questions for the second half of the twentieth
century have been, first, whether capitalism could comfortably survive
the process of decolonization; and, secondly, whether capitalism could at
last also divorce itself from racism once and for all. As the slave trade
eventually proved unnecessary for the health of international capitalism,
in its more advanced stage, can imperialism and racism be said to be
similarly dispensable for international capitalism?

What the years from 1945 to 1980 demonstrated was the capitalist
world’s reluctant readiness to accept the political decolonization of Affrica.
What the rest of the twentieth century may also demonstrate is the
capitalist world’s readiness to accept the end of apartheid and insti-
tutionalized racism in Southern Africa — under the pressure of African
liberation-fighters.

Are we therefore to conclude that capitalism is at last on the verge of
shedding off all the three evils which had previously coloured its relation-
ship with Africa — the slave trade, imperialism and racism?

There is a catch in the story. Political decolonization and formal
independence in Africa have not meant the end of imperialism. They have
only meant a change in the guise of imperialism. Political decolonization
has not been accompanied by economic decolonization. And protect-
orate status under single European countries sometimes gives way
to protectorate status under such Western collective powers as
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the European Community.
This chapter is about some of these new guises of capitalist power in
Africa,
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Africa and the socialist

countries
Z | ;; Iba Der THIAM and James MULIRA

in collaboration with
Christophe WOND]JI

Africa’s relations with the socialist countries go back to the period when,
shortly after the Bolshevik revolution of 1917, Lenin pledged the support
of the newly-formed Soviet state to all colonized peoples. Since then all
socialist countries — the USSR and its allies together with the People’s
Republic of China — have extended various forms of aid to African states,
both before and after their independence. The socialist countries’ foreign
policy, like that of other powers, is apparently governed by two guiding
principles which always go hand in hand: an ideological one, according
to which the Soviet bloc and the People’s Republic of China have a duty
to support countries of Marxist-Leninist persuasion; and a strategic one,
according to which they defend their national interests. The communists
must accordingly support liberation struggles in order to hasten the
colonial revolution, which is an integral part of the world revolution.

The increasing importance of Africa in world affairs has led the socialist
countries to develop their relations with the countries of that continent.
The resulting interaction has affected the course of events in the African
countries in many ways.

Broadly speaking, the socialist countries’ policy in Africa may be
divided into four periods:

(1) from 1917 to 1945 their influence was essentially indirect and
relied on the European communist parties and radical pan-
African leaders in Africa, the West Indies and the USA;

(2) from 1945 to 1960, encouraged by the weakened position of the
colonial powers and the rise of nationalism following the Second
World War, the socialist countries directly or indirectly supported
national-liberation movements and newly-independent African
states;

(3) from 1960 to 1975 there was a decline in the direct involvement
of the socialist countries, particularly the USSR, in favour of
essentially diplomatic activity;

(4) from 1975, after the end of the Vietnam War, the socialist states
increased their influence, for instance in Angola and the Horn
of Africa.
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Africa and the developing

2 8 regions

Locksley EDMONDSON

Introduction

Among the most significant phenomena of the middle to late twentieth
century must be included the rise of the developing nations, also charac-
terized as the “Third World’ or sometimes the ‘South’. While any of these
labels are considered satisfactory, the term “Third World’ is the preferred
one in this chapter if only because it connotes a more self-conscious
identity, and remains the most frequently used self-assigned designation,
among the nations and peoples of Africa, Asia, Latin America and the
Caribbean.

A contemporary historical perspective on this phenomenon of a rising
Third-World identity becomes the more justifiable when we consider that
in the 1940s the “Third World’ as such was unknown; that in the 1950s
there existed neither a ‘Non-Aligned Movement’ nor a ‘Group of 77;’ or
that in the 1960s the specific phrase ‘New International Economic Order’
was not yet in existence. As far as Africa was concerned, its relations
with Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean were, prior to the 1960s,
largely controlled or mediated by relevant Western colonial powers.

It is thus important to be reminded that ‘One cannot grasp the reality
of the Third World if the analysis is limited to contemporary data’ since
‘the Third World is a historical phenomenon that is part and parcel of
the process of emergence of the present world order’ whose ‘genesis’ was
at least ‘some two centuries ago’.? This broader historical perspective,
while not within this chapter’s scope, must always be borne in mind, the

1. The Non-Aligned Movement, formally launched in 1961, is the Third World’s main
political expression (see Table 28.4 below); the larger Group of 77 is the Third World’s
main economic bargaining unit (see Table 28.5 below). Defining the Third World in terms
of the self-conscious identification of independent states with one or both of these groups,
this would include all African states, except South Africa; most states located in the Asia—
Middle East-Pacific region (including Cyprus, a member of both groups; excluding China,
Israel, Japan, Turkey, Australia and New Zealand); all Latin American and Caribbean
states; and a handful of European states, namely Yugoslavia and Malta (members of both
groups) and Romania (which has joined the Group of 77).

2. 1. Sabri-Abdalla, 1980, p. 32.

829






























































































































Africa and the United
Nations since 1945

Edmond Kwam KOUASSI

The United Nations (UN) as we know it today is the child of two major
historical forces of the twentieth century — the Second World War and
the process of post-war decolonization.” The Second World War had
heightened the urgency for establishing a global body which was dedicated
to the maintenance of peace. Decolonization had transformed the com-
position of that global body and tilted the balance of opinion within its
more representative institutions. ‘

The world conflict and the process of decolonization were themselves
interlinked, and Africa was of course an integral part of both global
episodes. The horrors and destruction of the Second World War prepared
international opinion for another experiment in global peace-making — a
more representative body than the League of Nations, and hopefully a
more effective one. The brutalities of aggression and war crimes, the
obscenities and inhumanities of genocide against the Jews and others, the
sheer scale of destruction of life and property — all these factors made
the international community ready for another global experiment.

But it was not just the war which shaped the new world body. As we
shall see, it was also the era of decolonization. Many countries formerly
under colonial domination achieved independence during the first 25
years of the existence of the United Nations so that the number of
member nations of the Organization rose from 51 to 157 in 1980. In this
connection the changes affecting Africa are undoubtedly the most striking.
Thus Africa gradually emerged from a state of servitude and subjection,
and especially from 1960, honestly and earnestly began to achieve its
status as a continent of sovereign nations eager to balance its relations
with the rest of the world.

Africa was also very poorly represented at the United Nations in 19435,
one might say symbolically represented by four theoretically independent
but practically dependent states. These were Ethiopia, Liberia, Egypt and

1. ‘Decolonization’ is defined here as the termination of colonial rule, the dismantling
of colonial institutions and the elimination of colonial styles and values. While the initiative
for colonization is normally taken by the imperial power, the initiative for decolonization
usually comes from the colonized and their struggle for liberation.
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Towards the year
2000

Ali A. MAZRUI

This volume has sought to delineate the special characteristics of the
phase of African history since 1935, period by period. The years from
1935 to 1945 emerge as the decade of global conflict — beginning with
Italy’s invasion of Ethiopia in October 1935 and culminating in Japan’s
surrender in August 1945. The 15 years from 1945 to 1960 witnessed, as
we have shown, the intensification of the anti-colonial struggle — resulting
finally in the independence of 16 African countries in the single year of
1960. As for the period after independence, this has witnessed the
attempts at the consolidation of freedom, the building of nations, the
institutionalization of order and the struggle for development. Let us take
each of these themes of this volume in turn.

A world aflame

If in 1935 Italy was heir to one of Europe’s most ancient empires (classical
Rome), Ethiopia was a continuation of one of Africa’s oldest civilizations.
The conflict between Italy and Ethiopia in the 1930s seemed to symbolize
a clash of antiquities between Europe and Africa — two vehicles of ancient
culture in collision.

But there was of course an uglier side to the Italian invasion of Ethiopia
as well. It was a case of modern European imperialism having a last fling
at contemporary Africa. Ethiopia — which had for so long been an oasis
of African sovereignty in splendid isolation within a colonized continent —
was at last over-run by European territorial greed.

This volume has discussed the long-term impact of the Second World
War on Africa — ranging from facilitating the struggle for liberation to
the incorporation of Africa more firmly into the Western capitalist orbit."
Two months after declaring war on Germany, the British government
declared its readiness to buy all West African cocoa. The exploitation of
African economies to meet European consumption patterns entered a new
phase under the stimulus of war.

1. For other surveys, see also R. Oliver and M. Crowder, 1981; P. Duignan and L.H.
Gann, 1973 and 1975 and G.S.P. Freeman-Grenville, 1973.
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