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Africa at the beginning
of the nineteenth century:
issues and prospects

J.F.A. AJAYI

Perspective

This volume attempts a survey of African history in the nineteenth century
before the European Scramble and the establishment of colonial rule. This
‘precolonial century’,! as it has been called, has loomed rather large in the
post-Second World War effort to reinterpret African history, of which
effort the Unesco General History of Africa may be regarded as a climax.
Once it was accepted that change in African history did not originate with
the colonial period, considerable attention began to be paid to the preceding
century. Major events and changes with revolutionary import during the
century, such as the reforms of Muhammad ‘Al1 in Egypt, the reunification
of Ethiopia under the emperors Téwodros and Menelik, the Mfecane
of the Sotho—Nguni states in Southern and Central Africa, the djikad
movements in West Africa, have been the subject of various scholarly
works and are all dealt with in the following chapters. Nevertheless, the
general characteristics of the nineteenth century, and the significance of
the century as a whole in the historiography of Africa, remain controversial.

In the first place, because of the relative abundance of reliable oral
material and the new written sources produced by the expanding scale of
European activities in Africa in the period — such as accounts of European
travellers, missionaries, traders, and government consular and other agents
penetrating into the interior of the continent, often for the first time — the
nineteenth century in many parts of Africa is better known and better
researched than earlier periods. There has been a tendency, similar to what
happens in oral tradition, to telescope all significant change in the whole
precolonial history of Africa into the favoured period of the nineteenth
century. Fortunately, other volumes of the Unesco General History have
already dealt with the dynamics of change in Africa in the earlier periods.
The ‘myth’ of static Africa has thus already been exploded. Unfortunately,
the corollary has persisted in the assumption that change in the nineteenth
century was necessarily different from change in earlier periods and can

1. P. Curtin, S. Feierman, L. Thompson and J. Vansina, 1978, p. 362.


































































Africa and the
world-economy

I. WALLERSTEIN

From ‘luxury’ to ‘essential’ trading patterns

The great transformation of Africa’s economic relations with the wider
world did not occur with the late nineteenth-century partition by European
powers. Rather, conversely, the partition of Africa was a consequence of
the transformation of Africa’s economic relations with the wider world,
and in particular with Europe, a transformation that took place in a period
beginning approximately in 1750 and culminated in the extensive European
direct colonization of the last decades of the nineteenth century.

There had long been trading networks in various parts of Africa, and
many of these networks had extended beyond the frontiers of the African
continent —~ across the Indian Ocean, the Mediterranean, and the Atlantic.!
By and large, these extra-continental trading links constituted the same
kind of ‘long-distance trade’ as that which had been well known for
millennia in Asia and Europe as well. Such long-distance trade involved
the exchange of so-called luxury products, that is products that were usually
small in bulk and high in profit per unit of size. The production of such
items for exchange tended to involve a small proportion of the:manpower
of the originating zones and probably a small proportion of the total value
produced in these zones. In these senses, ‘luxury’ trade was ‘non-essential’
trade in that its interruption or cessation did not require any basic reor-
ganization of productive processes in the originating zones. The two zones
whose products were thus exchanged could not therefore be said to have
been located in a single social division of labour.?

The modes of trade in the Indian Ocean arena did not seem to change .
very much in the period between 1500 and 1800. The intrusion first of the
Portuguese and later of other Europeans into this maritime zone changed
the personnel somewhat, but hardly the nature or extent of this trade. Even

1. A. G. Hopkins, 1973, p. vi, notes the existence of ‘clusters of inter-connected econ-
omies in which trade was widespread, regular, and of great antiquity.’

2. I have previously elaborated on the sense in which Africa’s external trade prior to
1750 could be considered such a ‘luxury’ trade. See I. Wallerstein, 1973, 1976.



















































New trends and processes
in Africa in the
nineteenth century

A.A. BOAHEN

Not necessarily in terms of originality but rather in those of tempo, scale
and impact, the first eight decades of the nineteenth century witnessed
many new trends and processes. Indeed, it is the combination of these
three features that makes the period in question so revolutionary and marks
it out as the end of old Africa and the beginning of modern Africa. This
chapter will attempt to analyse these new trends and processes, assess their
impact and consider what would have happened had there not been
European colonial intervention during the last two decades of that century.

New demographic trends

The first of the new trends was demographic. The nineteenth century
saw the most revolutionary socio-economic change in Africa, namely, the
abolition and suppression of the slave trade. By the end of the period under
review and for reasons that are discussed elsewhere in this volume, the
slave trade was a thing of the past. While abolition did not cause any
sudden change in the rate of population growth, there is no doubt that the
general tendency was one of gradual increase rather than, as hitherto,
decline, especially during the last three decades of the period under review.

But growth was not the only change affecting population. What was
even more dramatic was its redistribution, which took the form of internal
migrations and movements. Typical examples of these dramatic internal
migrations of the period were those of the Nguni in Southern and Central
Africa, the Chokwe in Central Africa, the Azande in East Africa, the Fang
in Equatorial Africa and the Yoruba in West Africa. The Nguni migrations,
as will be seen later, resulted in the spread of the Nguni section of the
Bantu peoples from the Natal region into different parts of South, Central
and East Africa. Though the Nguni incursions caused a great deal of
devastation, destruction and untold suffering, there were also some positive
results. The Nguni conquered and absorbed new peoples to form new
nations such as the Ndebele and the Sotho. By using the military and
political systems and ideas developed by the Zulu, the Nguni also formed
new kingdoms such as Gaza, Swazi, Ndebele, Sotho and Pedi. These
kingdoms, were, in the words of J.D. Omer-Cooper, ‘militarist, highly








































































The abolition of
the slave trade

S.DAGET

This chapter does not attempt to assess the magnitude of each of the
changes that the nineteenth century brought to Africa. It makes no claim
to be a survey of the entire slave-trade phenomenon and, for instance,
refers only in passing to the trans-Saharan and the Arab trade, which
merit analysis by specialists in those fields. It outlines in broad terms the
difficulties encountered by the Western world in abolishing the trade in
black slaves, mostly bound for plantations on the American side of the
Atlantic, and briefly sets out the circumstances under which the trade came
virtually to an end, indicating some of the consequences that this entailed.
A great deal of research is still needed in order to obtain a clearer view of
the whole phenomenon, and emphasis should be laid on the study of oral
tradition as being the main source of information.

.African participation in the trade had never been general. Some of the
hinterland peoples were quite unaware of it. Some coastal societies
destroyed slave ships and held their crews to ransom. Others had their
political and class structure overturned bff it. Others again drew strength
from the authoritarian and exclusivist nature of the system, and in those
cases black and white interests coincided in a flourishing business. Some
African producers and distributors of exportable manpower did well out
of this branch of the coastal economy and foreign trade. During the
eighteenth century they bartered nearly 7 million human beings for
approximately 300 million piastres-worth of merchandise specific to the
‘Guinea trade’, including perhaps 8o million firearms. In the same period,
the trans-Saharan trade accounted for the deportation of over 700000
individuals and the Indian QOcean trade for about 200000. At the end of
the Middle Passage the slave-traders exchanged the 6 million Africans who
had survived the voyage — 40 per cent of them women and children —
against the produce of slave labour, which sold increasingly well on the
European side of the Atlantic. Nevertheless some European intellectuals,
their principles and finer feelings outraged, condemned the eating of sugar
dyed with the blood of the ‘forgotten men of the universe’, and called for
the abolition of the trade.

Abolitionist ideology was not African in inspiration. It was directed
against the world of Atlantic slave-owners and slave-traders, before any














































































The Mfecane and the
rise of new
African states

L.D.NGCONGCO

We are already familiar with how iron-working and iron-using societies of
Bantu-speaking migrants who also kept cattle and grew crops established
themselves in several parts of Southern Africa south of the Limpopo from
about the middle to the later centuries of the first Christian millennium.!
On entering the region south of the Limpopo the Sotho-Tswana branch
of the southern Bantu tended to keep to the plateau west of the Lebombo—
Drakensberg line of mountain ranges, while the Nguni-speaking groups
migrated into the narrow corridor between these mountain ranges and the
Indian Ocean.

For some ten to fifteen centuries before the end of the nineteenth
century, these Bantu-speaking communities had developed in this region
south of the Limpopo a flourishing Iron Age civilization characterized by
a congeries of small states under the political control of established royal
lineages and dynasties. Generally speaking these states were peopled by
iron-smelting and iron-using farmers, who also produced crops — chiefly
sorghum and millets — and engaged in some hunting as well as bartering
and long-distance trade.?

The first decades of the nineteenth century witnessed the eruption of a
tremendous social and political revolution that tore apart as well as rebuilt
the prevailing state system in Bantu-speaking Southern Africa and beyond,
as well as transforming the nature and the quality of the lives of many
communities from as far afield as the vicinity of Zululand in Natal up to
southern Tanzania. This revolution, referred to as the Mfecane (crushing)
in Nguni languages, is also known as Difaqane (hammering) in Sotho—
Tswana.

During the Mfecane, old states were defeated, conquered and annexed
to others. Some states were uprooted from their traditional localities and
forced to re-establish themselves in new areas. Many were weakened and
impoverished in the process. In some cases traditional ruling dynasties
were supplanted, while in other instances whole village populations were
annihilated or taken into captivity. Yet this same revolution saw the rise

1. D.W. Phillipson, 196¢; R. R. Inskeep, 1969, pp. 31-9.
2. M. Wilson, 196ga; R. J. Mason, 1973; L. Ngcongco, 1982, pp. 23-9.






































































































The impact of the
Mfecane on the
Cape Colony

" E.K. MASHINGAIDZE

Introduction

The rise of the Zulu nation under Shaka during the first quarter of the
nineteenth century was followed by widespread wars and disturbances in .
. Southern Africa. Among the most affected were the Nguni-speaking and
Sotho-speaking peoples of the region who still remember the destruction
and the period during which it happened as Mfecane (Nguni) and Lifaqane/
Difagane (Sotho).! This movement, which rapidly spread beyond the
region to as far north as the southern shores of Lake Victoria, was as
significant to Southern Africa’s subsequent historical developments as the
spread of the reformist spirit among the Fulbe (Fulani, Peul) people and
the accompanying djihads which this spirit inspired were to historical
developments in the Western Sudan during the same period. Like the
Fulbe djihads, the Mfecane transformed most Southern African societies
in ways no other movement had done since the start of the Iron Age in the
region. This chapter analyses the impact of the Mfecane upon the Cape
Colony.?

The original area of the Mfecane was not the Cape but the country of
the northern Nguni peoples in present-day Natal. It must be noted that
although the outbreak of the Mfecane appears to have been a sudden
occurrence, the fermentation causing the explosion was itself a long process
building up over generations. The process entailed, among other things,
the transformation of cattle-keeping and agricultural Nguni peoples from
small polities based on the clan to larger states. The emergence of large-
scale states, it appears, was a result of the need to cope with an increasing
shortage of pastures and agricultural land. By the end of the eighteenth
century the process had resulted in the rise of the Ndwandwe, Ngwane,
Mthethwa and other larger chiefdoms under powerful military leaders. In
order to protect and promote the interests of their people, the leaders were

1. W.G. A. Mears, 1970, p. 5
2. Comprehensive studies of the Mfecane have been made by J. D. Omer-Cooper, 1966
1969; L. Thompson, 1g6gb; W.F. Lye, 1967.




























































The British, Boers
and Africans in

South Africa, 1850—80

N.BHEBE

In the period 1850 to 1880 South Africa remained simply a geographical
expression with no political significance. It was divided into British colon-
ies, Boer republics and African states. Up to the 1870s Britain, which
claimed supremacy in the subcontinent, hesitated from translating its
claims into reality by taking over the political control of the whole region.
Many of the British officials on the spot urged the British government to
do so, arguing that the best way to meet British interests and at the same
time be fair to the various peoples of South Africa was to bring the whole
area under British rule. Successive British governments shied away from
such responsibilities because of the expenses involved. It was indeed a
potentially costly enterprise, because it meant conquering what looked like
a multitude of African states, subduing the Boer republics (which were
wedded to their independence), persuading the British colonies to join up
with these states, and finally subsidizing the administration of the then
very poor country. But from the 1870s onwards, with the onset of the
European ‘New Imperialism’, the discoveries of diamonds and gold as well
as the concomitant expanding British investments in the region, the British
changed their minds and energetically sought to extend their hegemony
throughout the subcontinent. By the end of the period, the British had
conquered and annexed many African societies, afforded protection to
others and humbled by force of arms the most recalcitrant and powerful
of them — the Zulu. The British efforts to control more firmly the South
African societies had further led them to war with the Boers. Because of
these wars and their aftermath (arrangements involving either outright
annexation or loose sovereignty) Britain could justifiably claim, among
other European powers, at least by 1881, to have a hold on South Africa
that was something more than simply a sphere of influence. Within South
Africa, the period saw the British colonies acquiring a measure of self-rule,
the Boers consolidating their unity, and the Africans progressively losing
their land and sovereignty to both the Boers and the British.

British withdrawal from the interior
The 1850s opened with a British withdrawal from the interior of South
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The countries of the
Zambezi basin

A.F.ISAACMAN

This chapter' examines the broad patterns of change that occurred during
the first three-quarters of the nineteenth century in Central Africa, an
area encompassing the present-day nations of Malawi, Mozambique, and
Zambia. Special emphasis is placed on the Zambezi valley region, an
important zone of economic and cultural exchange and the homeland of
many of the principal Shona- and Lunda-related states. Rather than merely
describing the history of the various precolonial kingdoms, we shall examine
the region as a whole, with special attention to the changes brought about
by the progressive incorporation of the region into the world capitalist
‘economy and by the Nguni—Sotho diaspora. Together these events altered
the political map of Central Africa and precipitated widespread economic
and social transformations. Despite the focus on these extra-regional factors
the indigenous societies were by no means static, and each society’s internal
configuration helped to condition both the initial pattern of interaction
with the alien merchants and invaders and the ultimate direction of change.
An introductory overview of Central Africa at the end of the eighteenth
century is included in order to place the subsequent developments within
their appropriate historical perspective. Similarly, the chapter concludes
with a brief examination of the region on the eve of the European ‘Scram-
ble’, since the changes that transpired during the nineteenth century carried
important implications for the subsequent pattern of Central African
response to European imperialism.

On the eve of the nineteenth century

Although nineteenth-century economic changes and the Nguni-Sotho
invasions, commonly known as the Mfecane, had a dramatic impact on
Central Africa, these events can be viewed as part of a broader pattern of
political and economic change that antedated the nineteenth century.?

1. This chapter was commissioned in 1975 and completed in early 1976 and updated in
1981. I would like to thank Barbara Isaacman, James Johnson and Paul Lovejoy for their
penetrating criticism of an earlier draft of this manuscript.

2. J.D. Omer-Cooper, 1966, for example, argues that these events created a disjuncture
in the history of Central Africa.
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The East African coast
and hinterland, 1800—45

A.1I. SALIM

Coastal communities, ¢. 1800

The period under review witnessed some very significant developments
and changes in the socio-economic and political status of the people of the
East African coast and its hinterland. The advent of the Omani Arab
hegemony was an important factor in these changes. In order to appreciate
the nature and extent of these changes, a survey of the politico-economic
pattern prevailing on the coast in about 1800 is important.

One significant overall political factor was the high degree of autonomy
enjoyed by. the coastal communities under indigenous leaders. The final
expulsion by 1728 of the Portuguese, south of the Rovuma river, with the
aid of the Omani, was not followed immediately by the placing of an
effective, comprehensive Omani authority on the coast. At the turn of the
century, the Omani presence was significantly evident in only three main
centres: Mombasa, Zanzibar and Kilwa. Even in Mombasa, the Omani
Mazrui family had come to assume an autonomous status which, in time,
encouraged its members to demonstrate virtual defiance of the Busa‘idi
dynasty ruling in Muscat. They were able to maintain this autonomy with
the cooperation of the Swahili shaykhs of the Ithnaashara Taifa (Twelve
Nations) which were subdivided into two federations: the Thelaatha Taifa
(Three Nations) and the Tissa Taifa (Nine Nations). The leaders of these
Swahili groups participated noticeably in the administration of Mombasa.
As late as 1857, two decades after the overthrow of the Mazrui, Richard
Burton was to remark on this Swahili participation.’

In 1799, an Omani governor (walr), who was a kinsman of the ruler
(tmam) of Muscat, was appointed to Zanzibar in succession to Yaqut, an
Ethiopian eunuch and freed slave, who possessed large estates in Oman.
At first, the indigenous ruler, the mwenyi mkuu — with his regalia of office,
two drums and two siwas or horns — worked side by side with the Omani
governor to administer his people.? One of his most important duties was

1. R. Burton, 1872, p. 40.
2. J.M. Gray, 1962, p. 160, notes the reference by American observers to the ‘King’
and ‘princes’ of Zanzibar ruling side by side with the Omani governor.
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The East African coast
and hinterland, 1845-80

I.N. KIMAMBO

In Chapter g it has been shown that by the first quarter of the nineteenth
century most of the societies of the East African hinterland were developing
independently. They were certainly not stagnant, as some anthropological
descriptions would tend to suggest. States of varying sizes had been
established from the Great Lakes region to western, central and north-
castern Tanzania. Pastoral and agricultural communities had established
themselves in the highlands and rift valley regions. Changes were taking
place in many of these societies; people were still moving into agriculturally
less attractive, hitherto unpopulated areas, while the influence of more
recent movements like those of the Luo and the Maasai were still to be
fully absorbed by their neighbours. Only the immediate coastal region and
the islands of Zanzibar and Pemba had been drawn into the international
economic system. By the early 1840s two separate invasions had begun to
take place in East Africa: the first was the trade invasion which was to draw
the interior into the international economic system, and the second was
the Nguni invasion from Southern Africa, which was the cause of various
movements and adjustments in the existing societies. Two other factors
were also important in this period: the struggle between the Maasai groups
and the growing European interests and pressures in East Africa. This
chapter examines briefly these factors in the period between 1845 and 1884.

Omani penetration and the expansion of trade

The shifting of Omani political and commercial interests from Oman to
Zanzibar and Pemba and more indirectly to the other coastal city-states
has been discussed in Chapter 9. The roots for the growth of a commercial
empire penetrating the interior of East Africa were also laid in the early
part of the nineteenth century. By the 1840s the trade in ivory and slaves
was expanding rapidly and was drawing the interior into the trading
network already established on the coast.

There is a tendency to consider ivory and slaves as interconnected:
commodities of trade since in most cases they came from the same region
and also since slaves could be employed to carry ivory. But the importance
- of this superficial inter-relationship has been exaggerated. Clearly, for long-
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FIG. 10.2 Trade in nineteenth-century East Africa (adapted from P.Curtin, S. Feierman,
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The East African coast and hinterland, 184580
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FIG. 10.4 Northward migration routes of Zwangendaba’s Nguni, the Maseko Nguni and the
Msene (from . D. Omer-Cooper, The Zulu Aftermath, 1966, p. 66)

Having inherited this dynamic social system, the Nguni were able to
build up a well-unified people out of the people they encountered on their
movement northwards. Their superior military organization enabled them
to survive by raiding other people as they moved. Theirs was, of necessity,
a predatory life, although at several places where resources allowed they
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Peoples and states of the
Great Lakes region

D.W. COHEN

Introduction

During the first half of the eighteenth century, the king of Buganda,
Kabaka Mawanda, sought to bring under his control the rich regions to
the east of the central administered zone of his kingdom. He launched
a major military campaign. The campaign had some immediate success
and Mawanda installed one of his generals to bring the region of the
Kyaggwe entirely under the administration of the Buganda kingdom.
At several points, however, Kabaka Mawanda’s governor in Kyaggwe met
resistance. And his successors saw sections of Kyaggwe slip under the
influence of Buganda’s north-western neighbour, Bunyoro, and the
immense Mabira forest of Kyaggwe was closed to the penetration of the
Buganda state. By the end of the eighteenth century, the Mabira, directly
east and not 45 km from the Ganda heartland, had become a reserve for
forces of opposition to the Buganda courts, a place of exile, a haven
of refuge. For countless individuals within and without the kingdom,
the dark galleries of the Mabira held the promise of a reversal of for-
tunes.

Towards the close of the eighteenth century, Kakungulu fled the domain
of his father, the Ganda king, Semakokiro, whose great-grandfather was
Mawanda’s brother. Kakungulu found refuge and support in the Mabira.
From there, he and his followers organized a patchwork of alliances with
states around the frontiers of Buganda and then launched a series of attacks
to gain the throne of his father. Kakungulu never captured Semakokiro’s
throne. But his activities increased the turbulence around the older admin-
istrative zones of Buganda, gave the Ganda circle of leaders greater incen-
tives to punish and incorporate regions of opposition to the east and to the
west, and may have reinforced the violent character of relations between
Buganda and its neighbours.

Kakungulu was not the first individual to attempt to convert a com-
munity of refuge in the Mabira into a force of insurgency. In looking to
the Mabira, Kakungulu was taking a leaf from the book of tactics of his
very own father, Semakokiro. Perhaps some thirty or forty years earlier,
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The Congo* Basin
~and Angola

J.L.VELLUT

The area with which we are concerned is broadly bounded by the Atlantic
coast on the west, Lake Tanganyika and the Nile—Zaire ridge on the east,
the Ubangui savannas on the north, and the plateau separating the Zaire
and Zambezi basins to the south. The period we shall deal with cannot be
limited to a single theme. Contrary to the common belief, the history of
the years 1800—80 is not a matter only or mainly of long-distance trade and
links with the outside world (the economy of Central African communities
at this period was still based more on production than on trade). Nor can
the precolonial nineteenth century be regarded as an era of widespread
violence, because of the slave trade, civil strife, etc.: the commonplace
belief that Africa was racked by incessant ‘tribal warfare’ overlooks the
basic fact that the bulk of the peoples in the area led peaceful lives
as producers, steadily improving their farming methods, bettering their
environment and exporting the produce of food-gathering. Finally, the
history of the nineteenth century is not to be reduced to purely political
history concerned with despotic kingdoms and states: if there is a political
feature common to the Central African communities of the period around
1800, it is more likely to be the much disputed quest for equilibrium and
accommodation between powers derived from different sources.

An historical account of nineteenth-century Central Africa must in
fact satisfy several requirements. It must describe the ordinary life and
aspirations of the societies in this enormous area at the time. This would
bring out the continuity between the 18c0s and the more distant past: the
changes, although noticeable, were slow.

At the same time, the history of Central Africa in the nineteenth century
is characterized by breaks with the past. After all, in the years 180080 the
area was more a part of the world trading network than ever before. The
impact of the world economic situation, or of some specific sectors of it,
was making itself felt: in some areas it influenced social and political history,
giving a noticeable impetus to trade and offering new opportunities for
stockpiling, while in others it restricted the process. The beginnings of a

* The name of the River Zaire customary in the nineteenth-century documents has been
adopted in this chapter.
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The renaissance of
Egypt, 1805-81

A. ABDEL-MALEK

The impact of Europe: acculturation or renaissance?

Since the Second World War, the Egyptian school of history and historical
sociology, supported by innovative Western publications, has clearly dem-
onstrated that eighteenth-century Egypt was not simply a time of silence
and self-eifacement after three centuries of alienating Ottoman domi-
nation.'

It has also made clear that the choice of Muhammad ‘Alf to occupy the
post of wali (Viceroy) in 1805 was due to the direct action of both the
masses of Cairo and Alexandria and the traditional elites of the period, the
‘ulama’, the shaykhs and leading figures in the towns.? It was this year, 1805,
that saw the restoration of an autonomous, modern Egyptian state and
signalled the beginning of the modern era in Egypt, and not, as traditional
colonial historiography would have us believe, the ‘Egyptian Expedition’,
the military invasion led by Napoleon Bonaparte from 1798 to 1801 on the
initiative of the Directory, following the wars in Italy. This expedition was
a major venture in the struggle against the British empire. As Napoleon
himself said, ‘It shall expel the English from all their possessions in the
East that it attacks, and more especially, shall destroy all their trading posts
on the Red Sea coast ... [In view of] The vile treachery whereby England
took possession of the Cape of Good Hope having rendered access to the
Indies by the usual route very difficult for the vessels of the Republic, our
Republican forces must therefore secure another route ...” At the same
time, research was carried out in Egypt by the ‘scientific mission’ and this
brought with it the fruits of the age of encyclopaedic Enlightenment and
of the patterns of ‘polytechnical’ thought that were soon to be applied in
France and Europe: The Description of Egypt,> a monumental work in
twenty volumes, summarizes this impressive undertaking.

1. M. al-Sharqawi, 1958; P. Gran, 1979.

2. Cf., essentially, the works of A.-R. al-Rafe‘1, 1951; L. Bréhier, 1go1; A. A. Mustafa,
1965; M. Sabry, 1930; M. S. Ghorbal, 1928; A. F. S. Wahidah, 1950; H. H. Dodwell, 1931.

3. J. C. Herold, 1962, provides a vivid and interesting description, to be compared with





























































































The Sudan in the

ﬂ ‘nineteenth century
| g H.A.IBRAHIM
with a contribution on the

Southern Sudan by
B.A. OGOT

Arab migrations into the eastern Sudan — roughly the present Sudan minus
the Southern Region — started as early as the ninth century and reached
their peak in the fourteenth century. Through gradual and peaceful means
the Arabs infiltrated the country and spread their culture, religion and
influence among its Christian and traditionalist societies.! By the early
sixteenth century the Eastern Sudan was ruled predominantly by two
Muslim sultanates: the Fundj and the Far. While the Fur sultans, who
descended from a distinguished Sudanese family — the Kayra — ruled
Darfur until 1874, their counterparts in Sennar capitulated to the Turkish
rulers in 1821.2 The Fundj sultanate had suffered from extensive dynastic
rivalries, particularly between its founders, the Fundj and ‘Abdallib, and
subsequently between different hostile groups of the Hamadj who had
controlled its destiny since the 1760s. The upshot of all this was the final
disintegration of the sultanate by the early nineteenth century into some
weak and hostile shaykhdoms.® The resultant chaos and local warfare
gave the Viceroy of Egypt, Muhammad ‘Ali, an opportunity that he was
impatiently awaiting to add the Sudan to his domains in 1820—1. Thus
started the first colonial era, one that dominated the Sudan for over sixty
years.

The term ‘Egyptian’ is often used to describe this colonial period in the
history of the Sudan. But, if at all, it should be used with discretion. The
Sudan was not conquered or ruled by Egyptians as we know them today,
but by a ‘Turkish-speaking body whose members had dominated Egypt
since medieval times’. With few exceptions, the true Egyptians — people
of the Lower Nile — were not given senior political or military posts in
Egypt or in the conquered Sudan, but were assigned junior posts in the
administration and the army. Hence the Sudanese, and Europeans as well,
called the rulers of the country Turks ‘for the Sudan was Egyptian only
in the sense that it was a dependency of the Ottoman province of Egypt’.*

. For a detailed study of this subject, see Y. F. Hasan, 1967.

. P.M. Holt, 1973, p. 67.

. For details see Unesco, General History of Africa, Vol. V, ch. 7.
. R, Hill, 1966, p. 1.
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Ethiopia and Somalia

R. PANKHURST |
" with some notes on Somali history supplied by
L.V. CASSANELLI

The situation of Ethiopia in the first decades of the century

The nineteenth century dawned on one of the most difficult periods in
Ethiopia’s history. The once centralized Christian state, much of which
had been overrun by the Oromo (Galla)! had declined almost to dissolution.
Though emperors still held nominal sovereignty, thus giving a semblance
of unity, they were mere puppets of the feudal lords. The latter had become
virtually independent, and were constantly skirmishing among themselves.
Fighting was so extensive that several provinces, including Bagemder, site
of the capital, were seriously impoverished. Many peasants, faced with the
soldiers’ exactions, had left their farms to seek their fortunes with one lord
or another, or even as robbers. Agriculture was neglected, and caravans
became smaller and less frequent than formerly. The population of Gondar,
the only urban agglomeration of any size, was much reduced, and there
was less demand for the craftsmen’s produce, while the decline in royal
patronage led to the commissioning of fewer works of art. The dis-
organization of economic, political and social life made a deep impression
on Ethiopian chroniclers. Abandoning their flattery of the monarch they"
showered praises on the warlords, but could not avoid sighs for the
old imperial greatness. One scribe, Abagaz Sa’una, writing in Ge‘ez, the
traditional literary Semitic language, moaned that power had been usurped
by upstarts, for lords had ‘become serfs and serfs lords’. Noting that there
were then four living monarchs bereft of authority he exclalmed that they
had been: .

scattered like dust in the face of the wind. Woe is me! My stomach is
agitated and my intestines torn because of your being injured, O my

lords. What does it profit the kingdom Wthh has been snatched away
by the hands of serfs??

1. This important ethnic group was traditionally referred to by its Amhara neighbours
as Galla, a term used in the written sources of our period, but also sometimes locally used
with a derogatory connotation. In recent years, increasing preference has been given to the
indigenous name Oromo, which tends to be favoured by the modern educated generation.

2. W. Blundell, 1922, pp. 187-8, 191, 4701, 477.












































































































Madagascar 1800-80

P.M. MUTIBWA
with a contribution by
F.V. ESOAVELOMANDROSO

Introduction

The history of Madagascar between 18co and 1880 is characterized by two
major trends which provide guidelines for our discussion. The first was
the political evolution of the country and the diplomatic interaction between
Madagascar and foreign powers, particularly Britain and France. Second,
major changes took place in the social organization of the country, par-
ticularly in the religious, administrative and economic fields. Political
evolution consisted mainly of the consolidation of the Merina monarchy
and the expansion of its authority to the rest of the island. The diplomatic
relations that this monarchy maintained with both Britain and France
became a cornerstone of the country’s development. The changes that were
effected in administration, particularly in the establishment of law and
order, facilitated economic development. This was also a major factor in
Madagascar’s efforts to modernize itself and to resist foreign domination.
The embracing of foreign rehglons was viewed as part of this process of
modernization.

A brief description of the country and its people may be necessary here.
There are some eighteen ethnic groups in Madagascar of which the largest
and, as it turned out, the most important in the nineteenth century, are
the Merina who live on the central plateau of the island. This central
plateau, known as Imerina (the country which one sees from afar), was the
home of the Merina among whom there was a privileged class who came
to rule the greater part of the island before it was colonized by the French.
It is difficult to say what the population of Madagascar was during the
period under review, but the British consul in Madagascar estimated it to
be 5 million in 1865, of whom about 800 0oo were Merina.! All the Malagasy
groups speak the same language and have, with few exceptions, similar
customs and religious traditions. Thus, despite the existence of regional

1. Public Record Office, Kew, England, Forelgn Office, (hereinafter FO) 48/10, Pak-
enham to Russell, 31 January 186s.












































































































New trends in the Maghrib:
Algeria, Tunisia
and Libya

M.H. CHERIF

During the nineteenth century the Maghrib underwent several major
upheavals. The most striking feature of these was the disappearance of the
independent states that had made up this part of North Africa at the
beginning of the century, under pressure from and to the advantage of the
principal European powers. The regime of the deys in Algeria began to
decline in 1830 under repeated attacks from the French forces; Libya and
its Karamanlt rulers fell under direct Ottoman domination again in 1833;
Tunisia, under the beys, became a French protectorate in 1881; Libya was
invaded by the Italians in 1911 and Morocco met with a similar fate at the
hands of the French and the Spanish in 1912. Needless to say, these
political events are not the only changes that took place; they either crowned
or preceded far-reaching new trends affecting economic, social or even
cultural patterns, for all these were profoundly disturbed during the nine-
teenth century.

It was during this period that there came to the fore the first signs of
‘development’ on the one hand (in the European capitalist countries) and
of ‘underdevelopment’ on the other hand (in parts of the world such as
the Maghrib, with which we are concerned here).! An abundance of
contemporary literature has taught us that these two phenomena are
intimately related. Accordingly, it would be futile to look for the causes of
the problems of nineteenth-century North Africa in purely local cir-
cumstances and to attribute these difficulties, as has been done in the past,
to one-sided considerations such as the ‘archaic’ nature of society, ‘secular
backwardness’ and the ‘defects’ pecuhar to the civilizations of North
Africa — and not to those of Europe — in general.

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, the Maghrib still enjoyed a
relatively well-balanced way of life and we propose to examine its foun-
dations and assess its strengths and weaknesses. This equilibrium was

“suddenly brought to an end, in the aftermath of 1815, when European
expansionism began to turn towards North Africa, which was so near and
with which it had been linked for so long by warlike or peaceful contacts
through privateering or trade. European influence made itself felt in the

1. E.J. Hobsbawm, 1977; L. Valensi, 1978.


























































































Morocco from the beginning
of the nineteenth century
to 1880

A.LAROUI

After the long and glorious reign of Mawlay Isma‘il (1672—1727) Morocco
went through a period of anarchy that wrecked the economy, disturbed
the social structure and destroyed the army. Sultan Muhammad III (1757-
go) gradually took things in hand and laid the foundations of ‘modern’
Morocco, a process consolidated by his son Sulayman (1792-1822). He
made the Makhzen (government) conform more closely to the shari‘a
(Islamic law) and gave it a more distinctly urban basis. He governed directly
the sedentary farming and arboricultural regions of Haouz and Dir, as well
as Gharb, a swampy region good for subsistence farmmg, through the great
ka'ids (/eabzla chieftains) and the shaykhs of the zamiya (masters of religious
orders) he governed indirectly the mountain and desert regions, thus
making a distinction between a domain of sovereignty and a domain of
suzerainty, customarily called bilad al-makhzen and bilad al-siba, although
this places them in too systematic an opposition.

Morocco was then reorganized on a restrictive basis. Certain groups
profiteering from the privileges of the Makhzen were removed from power;
naturally they attempted to regain their position, by resorting to rebellion,
if necessary. Conscious of its youthful strength, the Europe of the Congress
of Vienna made its pressure felt, particularly after the taking of Algiers by
the French in 1830. The Makhzen had two problems to solve simu-
Itaneously: strengthening itself to stand against the foreign danger, and
broadening its territorial and political base. The dual reform encountered
colonial manoeuvring and domestic opposition. In spite of the strong
personality of Sultan ‘Abd al-Rahman (1822-5¢9), the intelligence of
Muhammad IV (1859—73), and the prestige of Hasan I (1873—94), the
essential aim, to escape foreign control, was not definitively achieved,
although in 1880 Morocco still presented the fagade of a stable state. But
the major achievement of this period, which saw heavier European pressure
and an active policy of reform, was undeniably the implanting of a tra-
ditionalistic and highly sensitive sense of Moroccan community, which
gave Morocco a special position in north-western Africa.

























































New patterns of
European intervention
H 9 in the Maghrib

N.IVANOV

Commercial expansion and the struggle for control over the world’s trade
routes were among the most marked characteristics of European colonialism
in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. The ‘Holy War’ at sea,
which Algeria, Tunisia, Tripolitania and Morocco had been waging for a
long time, was a source of grave anxiety to European traders and
shipowners. At the beginning of the nineteenth century, Europe still went
in fear of the corsairs of the Maghrib. If Neapolitan sailing ships were
making for the coast and caught sight of a Tunisian or Tripolitanian flag,
their crews were quick to make their escape. The merchants of Marseilles,
Leghorn and other major European trading ports used to take full advantage
of such displays of panic to get the better of their competitors, and
especially “Tunis-ach-chattra’ (Tunisia-the-crafty) which entered the broad
Mediterranean arena during the Napoleonic Wars. In 1800, Tunisian ships
arrived in Malta and in 1809 in Leghorn. The dey’s government in
Algeria did very profitable business selling wheat. The trade and shipping
conditions laid down by the Maghribian states aroused intense annoyance
in Europe. Algeria, Tunisia and Tripolitania levied tribute and obliged
friendly countries to pay for the free passage of their ships on the basis of
peace and maritime navigation treaties. Many conflicts arose on account of
delayed payments and other violations -of the treaties, so that relations
between the Maghrib and Europe became increasingly strained.!

The bourgeoisie of the Mediterranean states of Europe supported the
Maltese and Neapolitan pirates who cruelly harried the Muslim merchant
ships. As soon as the Napoleonic Wars ended, the European bourgeoisie
managed to organize massive naval expeditions against the Maghrib. Under
cover of the struggle against piracy, Britain, France, the Netherlands,
Austria and the USA directed their squadrons towards the North African
coast. American ships were the first to appear off Algiers, in 1815. They
were followed by an Anglo—Dutch squadron under the command of Tord
Exmouth and Van Cappellen at the beginning of 1816. After ‘sanctions’

_had been imposed on Tripoli and Tunis, the squadron fiercely bombarded
Algiers (27 August 1816), pouring 34 coo shells into the town. In 1819, an

1. For further details see N. A. Ivanov, 1976, chs 3 and 4.






















































The Sahara in the
nineteenth century

S. BAIER

The reconstruction of Saharan history should take account of events at two
levels, first the ebb and flow in the lives of Saharan nomads and inhabitants
of oases — seasonal migration to and from pasture, the formation of new
alliances and the break-up of others, the rise and fall of leaders, the story
of raid and counter-raid, the epics of gallant warriors and noblewomen,
and the life and times of merchants, holy men, and scholars.! Superimposed
upon these local histories is the second level, with its larger patterns of
historical change. In the nineteenth century the Sahara, remote though it
was, came into increasingly close contact with the world economy. By the
close of the century European economic penetration had affected the lives
of many people, and the European conquest of the desert, though far from
complete, had produced fundamental change in the nature of relationships
between the Sahara and the outside world.

The paucity of data for history. at either level presents both problems
and challenges and points to the need for research in Ottoman, French,
Italian, Egyptian, and Moroccan archives and in private collections. By
the nineteenth century European interest in the desert increased because
European powers viewed it as a commercial avenue to the Sudan, and
European sources provide data that give some notion of historical processes.
All written accounts, whether in European languages, Turkish, or Arabic,
need to be filled out with oral histories, which have been collected only in
a piecemeal fashion. For example, the Tuareg of the central Sahara have
been well researched, but for other groups very little historical material
exists. In some Saharan societies the lack of depth in genealogies and
the absence of local Arabic historical writings present the historian with
problems that may never be solved.

This chapter will survey the history of the Sahara in the nineteenth
century by focusing on the camel nomads, the inhabitants of the desert
who lived from their herds. In good times wealth in camels conferred
awesome military power on their owners by giving them the ability to
mount lightning raids on oasis dwellers and sedentary agriculturalists, and

1. The author would like to thank Charles Stewart for reading a draft of this chapter
and making a number of helpful suggestions for revision.


































































The nineteenth-century

Islamic revolutions
in West Africa

A. BATRAN

The setting for the drama that was to unfold in nineteenth-century West
Africa was that corridor known to classical Arab geographers and historians
as Bilad al-Sudan (Land of the black people). Hemmed in between an ever-
encroaching Sahara in the north and an unfriendly climate in the south,
the region’s historical importance, prosperity and stability depended to a
large extent on a delicate balance maintained between the environment,
man and animals; between settled agriculturists and pastoral nomads;
between town dwellers and rural populations; between free men and those
of servile status; and between Muslims and those who adhered to their
traditional beliefs. Furthermore, the region had become, since ancient
times, an international market where local merchandise and foreign imports
were exchanged. Again, Bilad al-Stidan represented an area of tremendous
human mobility and population mixing exemplified by the spread of the
Fulbe (Fulani, Peul) whose original homeland was in Futa Toro, over a
wide canvas extending from Lake Chad and the Cameroon in the east to
the Atlantic Ocean in the west. It was the region where great states and
empires rose and fell, a region that represented the earliest dar al-Islam
(abode of Islam) in West Africa. It was the stage that witnessed, after a
long gestation — a long period of teaching and preaching, and ultimately
of violent outbursts — the birth of three caliphates: the Sokoto caliphate in
northern Nigeria, the Hamdullahi caliphate in Massina, and the Tijaniyya
caliphate in the Senegambia and Massina.

The religious background of the reform movements

The nineteenth-century West African djihad movements were basically
religious drives towards the realization of the basic teachings and practices
that had characterized Islam in its early days. And since Islam is a com-
prehensive religion concerned with every aspect of society, the religious,
social, economic, and political motivations of the djihad cannot be separated.
Hence, the nineteenth-century Islamic revolutions expressed a variety of
deep-seated concerns that were reflected in a situation of crisis in the
Sudanic milieu. ‘ ' _

The West African revolutionaries, Shaykh (Shehu) ‘Uthman dan Fodio






















































The Sokoto caliphate
and Borno

M. LAST

Introduction

The Sokoto caliphate and Borno are part of a single region, in which for
most of the nineteenth century the caliphate was the dominant partner. But
also within that region were other states and peoples whose contribution,
willingly made or not, was very considerable. In this chapter I will,
however, outline only the political structures and general developments
within the caliphate and Borno in the belief that these largely determined
the shape of the region’s common history.

In the past fifteen years almost every state in the region has been the
subject of at least one, more or less detailed, historical study, and almost
without exception these studies have been confined to political develop-
ments. More recently religious and now economic themes have been taken
up, but despite the quantity of material available there are still large gaps
both in our data and in our understanding. This chapter does not attempt
a synthesis of all these studies; it is meant instead to suggest a framework
for understanding the history of the region in the years 1820 to 1880 and
for opening some further avenues for research.

The emphasis here is put on the period 182080, the period when
relatively stable government had been re-established following the fighting,
the famines and the dislocation of civil society during the period of wars
known as the djihad. But by way of introduction, the period ¢.1775—
1820 will be summarized in three sections: the first, c.1775-95, when the
expression of discontent among the Muslim reformist party in such states
as Gobir was both peaceful and successful; the second, ¢.1795-1810, when
the clash of interests and ideas pushed the various parties involved in state
affairs into a full-scale war; and the third, ¢.1810—20, when the new
governments sought to cope with the consequences of war, in some cases
trying out new methods of administration, in others trying out new sites
for settlement. The real achievement of the administrations after ¢.1820
was their success in bringing back to the region a stability that was the
foundation for an unprecedented economic boom: a period of growth on a
scale not seen in the region since perhaps the fifteenth or sixteenth centuries.







































































































































Massina and the. ,
Torodbe (Tukuloor) empire
until 1878

M. LY-TALL"

Massina

As indicated in Chapters 21 and 22 above, the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries were marked all over West Africa by the emergence of
a social category hitherto dominated by sedentarized peoples, the nomadic
Fulbe (Fulani, Peul). Their numbers had increased constantly since the
fifteenth century as a result of successive waves of migration and, at the
same time, their economic importance had been growing continuously
since gold had ceased to be the motor of the West African economy.

One after the other, in Futa Jallon and Futa Toro, inspired by the
Islamic ideas of justice and equality, they shook off the rule of the seden-
tarized peoples. In the early nineteenth century, the movement spread to
Hausaland and from there to Liptako and Massina. Already, in the closing
years of the eighteenth century, in the reign of the Fama of Segu, Ngolo
Jara (Diarra) (1766—90), a first attempt by the Fulbe in the inland nger
delta to free themselves had ended in failure.! But Bambara pressure in
the inland Niger delta reached its height in the early nineteenth century,
under Da Monzon (1808-27), making life for the Fulbe very insecure.

The Muslim revolution in Massina: the reign of Seku Ahmadu
(Shaykh Ahmad Lobbo)

The insecure situation of the Fulbe in the inland Niger delta just before the
outbreak of the revolution

The power of Segu had been constantly expanding over all the nelgh-
bouring countries since the reign of Ngolo Zara. Under Monzon Jara

1. Ngola Zara waged a merciless war on the Fulbe for eight years. Many of them took
refuge in Wasulu; see E. Mage, 1868, p.4o01. See also L. Tauxier, 1942, p.go. For the
regnal dates of the Fama of Segu we have generally adopted those suggested by Tauxier,
who made a critical and comparative study of the questlon We are aware that these dates
are only very approximate.












































































































States and peoples of
Senegambia and Upper
Guinea

Y. PERSON*

Whether there is a unity running through the history of the peoples of the
west coast of Africa from the Senegal to the Bandama' seems doubtful,
although in the prelude to the colonial period from the legal ending of the
slave trade at the beginning of the century to the eve of the great colonial
conquest, the history of the region does have a certain homogeneity. The
region thus defined covers very different culture areas. The only obvious
unifying factor is European influence all along the coast, and the formation
of the earliest colonial enclaves, which is dealt with elsewhere. This chapter
must necessarily be conceived from the viewpoint of the African peoples
and it will therefore, be arranged geographically to deal in turn with the
major cultural areas: that is Senegambia, Upper Guinea and the Futa
Jallon, the Kru country, the southern Mande and, lastly, the Mande from
the upper Niger to the Bandama.

Senegambia

Senegambia? is the only region where the old Western Sudanic cultural
area (characterized by large states with a substantial Muslim minority)
made contact with the Atlantic coast, that is, a zone where the corrosive
power of Europe had been at work for centuries, mainly through the slave
trade to the Americas. The Sudanese and Muslim character of these
societies made them more stable than those of the Gulf of Guinea, but
they were nevertheless deeply affected by changes in the external demand
for their products and people. The slave trade from this region had been
declining since the 1760s, with a brief increase in the 1780s. Neither
the legal abolition of the British slave trade in 1808 nor the effective en-
forcement of the French anti-slave-trade legislation in 1831 made much

1. Upper Guinea proper runs from the Gambia to Cape Palmas. But the ethnic boundary
between two profoundly contrasting worlds, that of the Kru and the Akan, lies farther east
on the Bandama. This is the one adopted here.

2. For the Wolof, see O. Ba, 1976; B. Barry, 1972; L. G. Colvin, 1981, 1982, and V.
Monteil, 1966. For the Sereer, pending the theses of J. Boulegue and M. Gueye, see M. A.
Klein, 1968. For Gambia see C. A. Quinn, 1972.

* deceased in December 1982.














































































States and peoples of the
Niger Bend and the Volta

K.ARHIN and J.KI-ZERBO

The nineteenth century was undoubtedly a period of major upheavals of
various kinds for the countries of the Niger Bend and the Volta. Political
and institutional disintegration affected the centralized state systems in
particular, and more specifically those that constituted empires such as
Asante (Ashanti), Kong, and the Mossi and Bambara kingdoms. What is
more, this disruption stemmed from internal tensions, but also, increas-
ingly, from external causes, particularly notable changes in trade flows.

Peoples migrated, especially non-centralized groups. These ‘Vil-
kerwanderungen’ have in many cases given shape to the ethnic distribution
map as it still stands today. There were economic changes that marked the
end of one era and heralded another, the colonial period. These changes
were often the cause and sometimes the result of the political changes.
The Islamic and Christian religions spread rapidly, fostered by Islamic
hegemonies at work in the Sahel or by the advance of European colon-
ization. All these processes contributed to the vigorous reshaping of the
physiognomy of this region, weakening it and facilitating or even bringing
about the establishment of the colonial system.

Political and institutional upheavals

During the eighteenth century, the countries of the basin of the Volta and
the Niger Bend were seats of political power extending beyond the region,
supplanting the vast empire of Gao, which fell in the late sixteenth century,
or trying to exploit the new economic and political conditions brought
about on the Gold Coast by the slave trade. However, during the nineteenth
century, new conditions led to the disintegration of the great kingdoms
and gave rise to migratory movements among the peoples not integrated
by centralized powers.

The Asante system: its rise and decline

In the eighteenth century the Asante dynasties carved a vast empire for
themselves in the heart of the forest and south of the Black Volta river















































































































Dahomey, Yorubaland,

Borgu and Benin in the
2 6 nineteenth century

A.1. ASIWAJU

The Mono-Niger area as the unit of analysis

The area covered by this chapter is the region bounded in the west by the
Mono river (the present-day Benin—Togo border), in the east and north
by the Niger and in the south by the Bight of Benin (Atlantic Ocean). It
is mostly an undulating plain with a general rise from the coast towards
the interior, where the highest altitudes are in the Atacora and Kukuru
hills. The vegetation is, on the whole, open. The really dense rain-forest
types are encountered principally in the south-east — that is in the area of
the ancient Benin kingdom, now embraced within the Bendel state of
Nigeria and to a lesser extent along the main river valleys.

The area includes a substantial part of the famous ‘gap’ described in
West African geography: the extension of the savanna belt of the western
and central Sudanic zone through the forest zone to communicate directly
with the sea. The whole of the ancient Fon kingdom of Dahomey and the
western half of Yorubaland as well as Borgu are located within this ‘gap’.
Drainage is assured by several rivers, among them the Niger, the Benin,
the Qwena, Qsun, Ogun, Yewa, Weme (Ouémé on French maps), the
Opara, the Zou and the Mono.
~ There are four main distinct, though evidently interrelated culture areas,
comprising the Aja in the west, the Yoruba in the centre, the Borgu
(pronounced Bohu) in the north and the Edo in the east. As is to be
expected, each of these main culture areas is subdivided in terms of such
sub-cultural traits as dialect, ecology and specific occupation. The Aja-
speaking peoples' are in three principal sub-groups, made up of the Fon
who dominated the ancient kingdom of Dahomey; the Gun of the Weme
river valley and the Porto Novo-Badagry region astride the southern end
of the present-day border between Nigeria and the People’s Republic of
Benin (former French Dahomey); and the Ewe between the Cufo and
Mono rivers in the south-western parts of the Benin Republic with the
bulk of their kinsmen in the adjacent areas of southern Togo and south-

1. A1 Asiwaju, 1979.











































































The Niger delta and the
Cameroon region

E.J.ALAGOA wifh contributions on the
Cameroon by L.Z. ELANGO
and on Gabon by M. METEGUE N’NAH

Introduction

This study deals with that portion of coastland in the Bight of Benin and
the Bight of Bonny, formerly called Biafra, lying between the estuary of
the Benin river on the west and the estuary of the Ogowe basin to the east.
The greater part of the coastal region from the west comprising the creeks
and swamplands of the Niger delta, is occupied by the Ijo, although the
small Itsekiri kingdom in the western extremity of the Niger delta also
exercised influence over wide areas of the delta. T'o the immediate western
hinterland of this region was the dominating polity of Benin and various
groups related to that kingdom by political or cultural affiliation. The great
Igbo hinterland lies astride the north of the Niger delta, spreading across
both shores of the Niger river on its lower course. Igboland is most
extensive to the east of the Niger, spreading to the northern reaches of the
Cross river basin.

East of the Niger delta lies the Cross river, whose estuary was dominated
in the nineteenth century by the Efik state of Calabar. The rest of the
Cross river valley was and is populated mostly by various Ibibio groups,
and in the northern sectors by various Bantu-related groups. The fourth
sub-region is that of the Cameroon coast and its hinterland to the east of
the Cross river valley. The fifth sub-region is the basin of the Ogowe and
the surrounding regions of Equatorial Guinea and Gabon.

All the peoples of the region were related from prehistoric times, being
all members of the Niger-Congo linguistic family.! The Igbo and other
peoples of the Niger delta periphery were of the Kwa sub-family, while
the peoples of the Cross river valley and most of the peoples of what is
now Cameroon and Equatorial Guinea belonged together to the Bantu.
The Ijo of the Niger delta formed a distinct sub-family.

Early relationships evidenced by linguistic similarities and attested by
traditions of origin and migrations were reinforced by contact through

1. J. H. Greenberg, 1966.











































































The African diaspora

F. W. KNIGHT with contributions by
Y. TALIB and P.D. CURTIN

Introduction

The remarkable mass migration of Africans to the Americas, the Middle
East and Europe under the aegis of the trans-Atlantic and other branches
of the slave trade constitutes one of the major events of African and
world history.! This emigration, largely involuntary on the part of the
participants, lasted for centuries, leaving residual communities of varying
sizes scattered about in Europe, the Middle East and the Americas.?

The exodus into Asia Minor and the Levantine Mediterranean world is
the oldest sector of the African diaspora and lasted longest. It probably
began several centuries before the Christian era, and reached its apogee
during the period of Muslim ascendancy after the seventh century. Most
Africans arrived via the trans-Saharan slave routes, but a number also
migrated as {ree individuals, scholars, teachers, traders and pilgrims to the
holy cities of Mecca and Medina. Since the Mediterranean world did not
practise an extensive plantation economy, the volume of sub-Saharan
Africans fed into the system remained relatively low, probably not exceed-
ing several hundreds per year. Within the Ottoman empire large numbers
of Africans were employed as soldiers and sailors, eunuchs, concubines,
administrators and, in cases such as Abu‘l-Misk Kafur of Egypt (4. 968),
could even become the effective ruler of the state. Within Muslim states,
Africans did not inherit their status as slaves, and in some cases could
maintain a cohesive culture interacting with that of their hosts.

1. J. M. McPherson, L.B. Holland er al., 1971, provides a good starting-point for any
study of the African diaspora. Since its publication, there has been a veritable explosion of
excellent monographs, especially on the Afro-American theme, e.g., D.B. Davis, 1975;
R.W. Fogel and S. L.. Engerman, 1974; H. G. Gutman, 1975; E. D. Genovese, 1974; S. L.
Engerman and E.D. Genovese (eds), 1975; G.M. Hall, 1971; D.W. Cohen and J.P.
Greene (eds), 1972; H. Hoetink, 1973; R. Anstey, 1975; J. Palacios Preciados, 1973; R.
Sheridan, 1973; R.S. Dunn, 1972; C. A. Palmer, 1976, 1981; R. Bean, 1975; H. Klein,
1978; L. Rout, 1976; F. P. Bowser, 1974; W. Dean, 1976; B. W. Higman, 1976; M. Craton,
1978; O. Patterson, 1982; T. Berlin and R. Hoffman (eds), 1983; P. D. Curtin, 1979.

2. See R. David, 1970, pp. 33—50; L. Bugner, 1980; M. Moreno Fraginals, 1977.








































































Conclusion: Africa on the
eve of the European
conquest

J.F.A. AJAYI

Introduction

The aim of this concluding chapter is to highlight the main trends of
African historical evolution at the end of the third quarter of the nineteenth
century, particularly in the decade 1875-85, which saw the rising tide of
European interest culminate in a scramble for territory, the Berlin West
African Conference, the partition and the eventual conquest of Africa. A
panoramic view of Africa on the eve of the European conquest suggests
discernible, predominant trends in spite of the diverse varieties of states,
peoples and polities, and seemingly divergent tendencies. A predominant
trend would appear to have been the determined effort on the part of
various African leaders to strengthen their power and their capacity to
defend African territories and interests. These efforts were, however,
systematically undermined and eventually subverted by the European
presence.

As the chapters in this volume have shown, the nineteenth century in
Africa was a period of rapid and sometimes contradictory changes. Up to
the third quarter of the century, the most far-reaching and widespread of
the changes had their origin in internal factors. Other changes were much
affected or even initiated by European commercial, missionary or consular
activities operating on the coast and, especially after 1850, increasingly
penetrating into the interior. Some of the movements for change, such as
the efforts of some rulers to unify Ethiopia and reform its institutions, were
local in their impact. Others, like the activities of the ambitious khedives
of Egypt in the Nile valley had repercussions throughout a whole region.
The Mfecane had begun as a local affair, but soon spread over the whole
of Southern, Central and parts of East Africa and, even on the eve of
the European conquest, the history of these areas was still largely the
histox;y of the states that had resulted from it or were very much affected
by it. .

The djihad movements of Islamic reformation covered the whole of the

1. See Chapter 10, above.
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